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4 Charged in Connection with Henniker House Fire 
 
New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Henniker Police Chief Ryan 
Murdough, and Henniker Fire Chief Keith Gilbert, announced that the fire reported at 6 
Hemlock Corner Loop at 5:27 a.m. on January 4th has been determined by investigators 
to be “incendiary”.  This means that the fire was deliberately ignited under circumstances 
in which the person knew the fire should not be ignited.  As a result of this ongoing joint 
investigation, four individuals have been arrested and charged with various criminal 
offenses.  The investigation is active and more arrests and charges are possible.   
 
18-year-old Michael E. Heuttner of Henniker has been charged with Arson, Criminal 
Trespass, Criminal Mischief, Prowling x2, and failing to report a fire.  Huettner was 
unable to pay $7,500 cash bail and was transported to the Merrimack House of 
Corrections.  His arraignment is scheduled for 8:00 a.m. tomorrow in the Henniker 
District Court.   
 
19-year-old Matthew T. Gelinas of Weare has been charged with Criminal Liability for 
Conduct of Another (accomplice to the Arson), Criminal Trespass, and failing to report a 
fire.  Gelinas was released on $10,000 personal recognizance bail.  
 
18-year-old Keith R. Seymour of Londonderry has been charged with Criminal Liability 
for Conduct of Another (accomplice to the Arson), Criminal Trespass, and failing to 
report a fire.  Seymour was released on $10,000 personal recognizance bail. 
 
18-year-old Joseph A. Dodson of Weare has been charged with Criminal Trespass.  
Dodson was released on $1,000 personal recognizance bail.  
 
Arraignments for Gelinas, Seymour, and Dodson are scheduled for March 9, 2010 in the 
Henniker District Court. 
 
Any further inquiries or additional information can be directed to the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office, District Chief Max Schultz at (603) 223-4289 or Patrolman Stephen Dennis of the 
Henniker Police Department at (603) 428-3213 ext. 333. 
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