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Deering Fire Cause Determined and Untimely Death Victim Identified 
 
New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Deering Fire Chief Andy Anderson, and 
Deering Police Chief James Pushee, announce that the fire investigation and untimely death 
investigation that occurred at 2614 2nd NH Turnpike in Deering has concluded. 
 
The victim has been identified by the New Hampshire Medical Examiner’s Office as 53-year-old 
Neal Pearsall of Deering.  The investigation has concluded that Mr. Pearsall did not die as a 
result of the fire.  The cause of the explosion and fire has been ruled ‘incendiary’ or intentionally 
set.  Investigators have determined that Mr. Pearsall caused the propane gas explosion and fire at 
the residence.  Mr. Pearsall was located by a Canine Alert Search Team dog approximately a 
quarter mile from the residence in a thickly wooded area.  The investigative team has determined 
that Mr. Pearsall took his own life. 
 
All further inquiries can be directed to Investigator Keith Rodenhiser of the New Hampshire 
State Fire Marshal's Office at (603) 223-4289 or Chief James Pushee of the Deering Police 
Department at (603) 464-3127. 


