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UPDATE:  Antrim man dies from smoke inhalation  
 
ANTRIM - New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Antrim Fire Chief 
Marshall Gale, and Antrim Police Chief Scott Lester, announce an update in the fatal 
fire investigation at 23 Main Street in the town of Antrim. 
 
As a result of the autopsy conducted today by the New Hampshire Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner, the victim has been positively identified as Michael A. Keating, age 
64 of Antrim, New Hampshire.  The cause of death was determined to be smoke 
inhalation, and the manner of death was accidental. 
As a result of the fire investigation it has been determined that the cause of the fire was 
accidental and was attributed to the storage of ordinary combustibles in close proximity 
to a wood stove.    
Marshal Degnan would like to remind all citizens of the importance of keeping 
combustibles at least three feet away from any heating source.  Additionally, having 
working smoke alarms in your home is extremely important with regard to early warning 
of a fire in a home.  In the event of a fire, immediately exit your home and call 911. 
Keep all exits clear of debris and have a home fire escape plan.  If you have any 
questions about fire safety in your home, please contact your local fire department or 
the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office. 
 
Any further inquiries can be directed to the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office – Bureau of 
Investigations, Investigator Sean Plumer, or District Chief Stacey Dubois at (603) 223-
4289. 
 

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 
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