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DIESEL FUELING OF COMMERCIAL VESSELS  

AT NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PIERS 
 
This measure is being implemented due to the state fueling facilities being upgraded 
and unable to be utilized at this time. The New Hampshire Code of Administrative 
Rules, Chapter Saf-C 6000, State Fire Code adopts as rule the National Fire 
Protection Association Code for Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities and Repair 
Garages (NFPA 30A).   
 
Regardless of ownership, the State Fire Code and NFPA 30A provide for the proper 
refueling of all marine craft by way of stationary aboveground and underground 
storage tank facilities.  Such existing and proposed stationary storage tank facilities 
are regulated by the New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules, Env-Wm 1402, 
Control of Aboveground Petroleum Storage Facilities (AST Rules) and Env-Wm 
1401, Underground Storage Facilities (UST rules).  These rules prohibit the use of 
tank vehicles for the purpose of on-site storage of oil at a facility.  Please contact the 
DES Oil Compliance Section at orcb.wmd@des.nh.gov or (603) 271-3899 with 
questions specific to existing or proposed stationary refueling facilities. 
 
Pursuant to NFPA 30A Chapter 11, Marine Fueling, dispensing of gasoline 
directly from a tank vehicle to a marine craft is expressly prohibited under any 
circumstances.  Dispensing of diesel fuel from a tank vehicle to a marine craft 
located at a commercial, industrial, governmental, or manufacturing 
establishments and used in conjunction with their business may only be 
accomplished with prior approval by the State Fire Marshal.   
 
Under the NH State Fire Code Saf-C 6005.01 Availability; The State Fire 
Marshal shall grant exceptions or variances to the state fire code to the extent 
that such action will provide a degree of safety substantially equivalent to that 
provided under the provisions for which the exception or variance is granted.  
 
 
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/saf-c6000.html
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/legal/rules/documents/env-wm1402.pdf
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/legal/rules/documents/env-wm1402.pdf
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/legal/rules/documents/env-wm1400.pdf
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/legal/rules/documents/env-wm1400.pdf
mailto:orcb.wmd@des.nh.gov


Such fueling may only be conducted at state facilities that have undergone an 
inspection of the premises and operations with approval of a variance granted by the 
Office of the State Fire Marshal. 
 
All of the following conditions shall be met for consideration of the variance:  
 
Provide proof of a compliance review of 33 CFR, Part 154, Subpart’s A, B, C, D, E, 
and F has been performed. 
 
The tank vehicle shall comply with the requirements of NFPA 385, Standard for 
Tank Vehicles for Flammable and Combustible Liquids:  

1. Dock dispensing hose shall not exceed the length of the dock plus 15 ft or 
150 feet; 

2. Dispensing nozzle shall be a listed, automatic-closing type without a latch-
open device;  

3. Nighttime deliveries shall only be made in areas deemed adequately lighted 
by the Office of the State Fire Marshal; 

4. Tank vehicle flasher lights shall be in operation while dispensing;  
5. Fuel expansion space shall be left in each fuel tank to prevent overflow in the 

event of temperature increase. 
6. Provide written Contingency Plan of Action in response to an incident. 
7. Provide verification of training with regards to overwater fueling of vessels. 
8. Provide operation procedures for overwater fueling. These procedures must 

show a minimum of two personnel during the complete fueling of the vessel 
with appropriate communications and included a checklist to be used for 
each fueling activity. One person shall be at the tank vehicle discharge and 
the other at the vessel tank.  

9. A floating containment boom and other spill control equipment must be 
readily available for deployment.  

 
Contact the Office of The State Fire Marshal, attention Les A. Cartier, Hazardous 
Materials Coordinator, at 223-4289 or leslie.cartier@dos.nh.gov with any questions. 
 

mailto:leslie.cartier@dos.nh.gov

