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NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, OCTOBER 21, 2015 

9:30 AM 
110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 

CONCORD, NH 
 
 
Attendees:  J. William Degnan, Richard Heath, John Ela, Steven Freitas, Floyd 
Hayes, Allan Clark, Dan Andrus, Norman Skantze, Brian Boudreau 
 
Absent:  William Mead and Martin Michaelis 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:30 am by Richard Heath. 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the September 16, 2015 meeting by 
John Ela.  It was 2nd by Brian Boudreau 
 
Report of the State Fire Marshal 
 
Director Degnan provided advice to the board on what their role is during a public 
hearing.  The board’s duty is to listen to the proposal and ask questions for 
clarification.  With that information the board can deliberate the requested changes 
and make an informed decision as to approve, not approve, approve with 
amendment or table. It is a possibility that there could be more hearings and if so, 
they need to be performed in a timely manner. 
 
In the past week there was a fatal fire in Somersworth.  A female victim perished 
on the second floor of the building and other occupants were injured as well. 
 
This is the first time in ten years that the Fire Marshal’s offices of investigators are 
at full staff.  Solomon Rosman from Conway was the latest one hired and will be 
covering the northern part of the state.  He has paramedic and firefighting 
experience and will be a great asset to the group.  Shana Clark and Adam Fanjoy 
have blended well into the team. The staff has fresh ideas for ways to keep this 
department up to speed in today’s technology. 
 
The Fire Marshal has been in contact with the Texas Fire Marshal and in their 
department they have created an advisory committee comprised of experts who 
conduct a review to prepare the investigators for court cases.  This has been quite 
successful in convicting those people involved in homicide and arson cases while 
ensuring the quality of the investigation.   
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Director Degnan gave the recent fire in Franklin as an example of how different 
agencies can work together to get an arrest and the arsonist off the street. 
 
Health and Human Services is currently working to get places ready to open for 
helping with the heroin/drug epidemic.  The Governor sees a need for these centers 
to save communities struggling with this epidemic.  The Fire Marshal’s office has 
been engaged to assist all parties to get them open for patients. 
 
Back in the 1980’s there were many treatment facilities throughout the state that 
were open but have since closed down.  Today there is such a need that this office 
is working closely with these places to get them up and running as soon as 
possible. 
 
The bounce house incident in Nashua did not end up in court.  They did a plea 
bargain which resulted in one charge pleading guilty and the other charge placed 
on file.  Since this incident the requests for registrations on bounce houses has 
increased. 
 
Fire Prevention Week started off successfully with a kick off at the Broadway Fire 
Station in Concord.  The Governor was in attendance and following the press event 
was given a tour of the fire station by the on duty firefighters.  Mary MacCaffrie 
from the Fire Marshal’s Office was instrumental in getting this organized and Dan 
Andrus commented that she handled it very well.  There were some last minute 
changes and she was able to get those items to happen.  Fire Prevention Week is 
considered a year round project to get the word out to the public to save lives. 
 
Director Degnan asked if the board members would be interested in receiving a 
department notice which is sent to the Commissioner each week.  All agreed that 
this would be a great idea and the Fire Marshal will add the members of the board 
to the email list. 
 
Old Business 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the proposal for changing the language to NFPA 58 
Section 7.2.2.1 regarding the removal of propane tanks by someone other than the 
tank owner.  Some of the older tanks being removed from a customer’s home could 
be a hazard due to the age and condition of the tank.  There was an incident in 
Swanzey with this example and the fire department and the propane company 
spent almost 24 hours releasing and monitoring the gas in the tank. 
 
One of the board members did not feel that this language belonged in the state fire 
code.  
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Someone asked if there is criminal action from removing another company’s tank, 
why aren’t the local police being involved with enforcement?   
 
There also was the concern that if the propane companies don’t act quickly to 
remove tanks when a customer wants to switch to another propane company, the 
customer could be held hostage until the old company removes their tank. 
 
The biggest safety issue would be the transfer of product from one tank to another 
and removing the tank.  Do other companies want to take on that responsibility?  
For the most part, the industry works well with each other but there are always 
some who make this transaction difficult. 
 
Brian Boudreau had the opportunity to discuss this change with Joe Rose from the 
New England Propane Gas Association.  If the board suggests changes in the 
language of the original proposal Joe Rose stated a written notice is not necessary.  
Letting the owner know when the change is to take place by phone or other means  
would be acceptable. 
 
John Ela made a motion to table this until further discussion.  It was 2nd by Steven 
Freitas. 
 
There was some discussion with the word “relocate” which others suggested 
needed to be added to the proposal.  The owner was defined in the statute as the 
equipment owner, not customer, owner of the property. The purpose of this 
meeting was to vote on whether the proposal should pass or not.   
 
A motion was made by John Ela to reject this proposal.  It was 2nd by Floyd Hayes. 
 
There are laws in place for theft and the transferring or filling another’s tank.  Can 
this proposal be shot down because the board doesn’t feel it belongs in the fire 
safety codes and can the board amend the proposal? The answer to both was yes. 
 
Relocating a tank on the property seems to be the issue.  This proposal does belong 
in the fire code because when removing a tank by another company can cause a 
safety hazard.  Citing the offenders will not solve the safety issue.  A new tank can 
be added next to the existing tank but in some locations this could be problematic 
due to space restrictions 
 
The board members agreed that the safety of the tanks is imperative and the 
proposed language falls short of keeping the consumer safe.  Having both 
marketers agreeing to notify each other when a tank needs to be removed is ideal 
but it appears that this is not happening across the state. 
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If the board votes to deny this proposal, could the Fire Marshal override the 
board’s decision and send it off to the commissioner for his approval?  The director 
commented on how well the board handled the discussion and that valid points 
were made by all.  If this proposal is tabled by the board the Marshal will work 
with the industry to come up with better wording that provides for the safety of 
visitors and residents of New Hampshire. 
 
The motion to reject this proposal was withdrawn by John Ela and 2nd by Floyd 
Hayes.   
 
A motion was made by Allan Clark to table the proposal for further discussion at a 
later date.  It was 2nd by John Ela.  All approved. 
 
There were no comments regarding the language change to the NFPA 54 piping 
vent proposal. 
 
A motion was made by Dan Andrus to approve the new language.  It was 2nd by 
Allan Clark.  All approved. 
 
It was recommended to have this proposal in place for January 1, 2016 and to have 
all licensees notified of the changes. 
 
A motion to accept this recommendation was made by Norm Skantze.  It was 2nd 
by Floyd Hayes.  All approved. 
 
HB 427 is still in the senate and there will not be any action taken until 2016 when 
they are back in session.  Senator Carson has been busy with retained bills and 
Senator Reagan was happy with the answers given to him by the Fire Marshal.  
There are no changes to the 2015 fire code. 
 
Representative McGuire is the sponsor of the 2015 building code and it is moving 
forward with existing amendments.   
 
It was suggested that the board supply a letter of support to Senator Carson in 
reference to HB427 on the State Fire Code.  A motion was made by Norm Skantze 
for the board to compose a letter in support.  It was 2nd by Allan Clark.  All 
approved. 
 
The Fire Marshal discussed HB 533 regarding arc fault and circuit interrupters and 
whether they should be banned.  There were numerous testimonies given in favor 
of the circuit interrupters as well as some who were against these breakers because 
they were tripping. As the board discussed these possibilities it was determined 
that the electrician and manufacturer needs to look into the complaints regarding 
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the tripping of the product and make changes where needed.  The Fire Marshal 
approved this action. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled to be held on Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at 
9:30 am at 110 Smokey Bear Blvd in the Media Room.   
 
A motion was made by Steve Freitas to adjourn the meeting.  It was 2nd by Norm 
Skanzte.  All approved. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am 
 
 
 
 
 
   


