NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL
MEETING, MAY 29, 2013
9:30 AM
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE
110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD
CONCORD, NH 03305

Attendees: Richard Heath, Allan Clark, Daniel Andrus, Martin Michaelis, Norman
Skantze, William Mead

Absent: Floyd Hayes and Brian Boudreau
Meeting Called to Order at 9:31 AM by Richard Heath.

A motion was made by Dan Andrus to approve March 6, 2013 meeting minutes. It
was seconded by William Mead. All approved.

Report of State Fire Marshal

Bill Degnan mentioned that the statistics of the Fire Marshal’s office will be
emailed to the board members.

Director Degnan stated that he has been at legislative meetings many times. The
Fire Marshal’s budget appears to be unchanged. Another fire investigator has been
approved by the governor so the department will be fully staffed with ten
investigators.

There seems to be an increase in arson fires in 2013. The investigators have been
working diligently with good results averaging one to two arrests each month.

The position of Plumbing Inspector has been filled as well as the Plumbing
Licensing Clerk. Nancy Ettelson was recently hired as an inspector in the
Tramway Amusement Ride Division. She is a great asset with an abundance of
knowledge regarding the skiing industry regulations.

The ski resorts wanted to introduce a new “ride” during the summer which consists
of the air bags used during the winter as an event where customer can jump from a
tall structure into bag. Since this falls under the Tramway Amusement Ride



Division they will need an engineer with plans to show how this “ride” would fall
under state regulations before it can be operated for public use.

Bill Degnan has met with the New England Fire Marshal’s to discuss the briefing
on the Boston bombing. This tragedy falls under the direction of the
Massachusetts’s Fire Marshal’s Office and it was handled very well. The Fire and
Bomb Squad were under their direction.

There was a conference call this week with the Texas Fire Marshal regarding the
explosion that occurred there last month. The Chemical Safety National Response
Team came in and took control of the situation but was quickly reminded that this
was the jurisdiction of the Texas State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Fire Marshal Degnan would like to have a working relationship with the Chemical
Safety National Response Team in case something like this should happen in New
Hampshire. Bill would like to see coordination with this response team happen
throughout the country to be more uniform.

As far as the Boston bombing, the fireworks used were purchased in New
Hampshire. The white smoke that showed up after the blast shows what kind of
pyrotechnics they used.

John Raymond has retired but has stayed on part time during this transition time.
The Fire Marshal has received two applications from within and feels they are both
promising applicants.

Old Business

The Bfc rules were discussed and reviewed by the board members. There was
some discussion regarding section 203 and 205 and the definitions of each section.
Dave Hiltz, the department attorney, joined the discussion by phone and he went
over definitions and wording of several of the sections and made recommendations
for changes.

Dave explained the difference between sections 203 and 205. Section 203 covers
the procedures to amend the state fire code. This section allows the public to bring
forth their recommendations for changes to the board. Section 205 talks
specifically about rulemaking petitions and the proper channels and procedure to
bring forth any changes to the board.



Some of the wording was discussed and suggested changes given to Dave Hiltz
and he will put together the items discussed and send to Marshal Degnan who will
send to each board member for review.

On section 105.02 the question was raised as to who can cast a vote, does the Fire
Marshal have an opportunity to vote on rules. The Fire Marshal can make
proposals and recommendations but it is up to the qguorum to make the final
decision with the chairman casting the deciding vote in the event of a tie. The
board assists the Fire Marshal as an advisor, they work together but independently.
The board represents the public and both the Fire Marshal and the board must
agree.

An update on the fire sprinkler bill was discussed.

The gasfitters bill is in the Ways and Means Committee and the wording may be
changed to use “agent” to install gas/fittings/plumbing.

All other bills are retained in committee which means they can continue to discuss
the bills during the summer and reconvene in the fall.

Allan Clark made a motion to approve Section 205 and 206. It was seconded by
Dan Andrus and all approved.

Martin mentioned that the drafts of the last meeting minutes were missing the date
of the minutes. Deb will make that correction prior to next meeting on September
18, 2013.

The next meeting will be in September with a suggestion that it will be held in the
media room on the second floor of the IPOC building.

There may be a chemical board member added to the board by the next meeting.

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Dan Andrus. It was seconded by
Norm Skantze.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:55am.



