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NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL 
MEETING, MARCH 16, 2016 

9:30 AM 
STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE 

110 SMOKEY BEAR BLVD 
CONCORD, NH 

 
 
Attendees:  J. William Degnan, Keith Rodenhiser, Richard Heath, John Ela, Steven 
Freitas, Floyd Hayes, Allan Clark, Dan Andrus, Norman Skantze, Martin 
Michaelis and Brian Boudreau . 
 
Absent:  William Mead 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:40 am by Richard Heath. 
 
A motion was made by Dan Andrus to accept the minutes of the December 16, 
2015 meeting.  All approved. 
 
FMO Changes 
 
Investigator Tom Schutzius will be leaving on March 23, 2016 for a new position 
at Dartmouth College. 
 
Deb Knowlton left her full time position as Data Control Clerk III on March 3, 
2016 but will be returning on March 18, 2016 part time as a Program Assistant III 
working with NFIRS program and training Fire Departments as well as assisting 
Director Degnan. 
 
The office has a new part time inspector, Michael Matthy who has been doing 
many inspections over the past few months. 
 
The next ASCEPS Hazardous Materials Sub-Committee meeting will be held on 
April 14, 2016 at 10 am  in the Media Room.  Subcommittee meets quarterly.  This 
meeting will continue discussions looking at the entire state for supporting the fire 
departments, Hazardous materials teams and industry. 
 
The portable pipeline, compressed natural gas is transported in trailers that look 
like box trucks but are filled with pressurized tubes.  There are several locations in 
use in NH including Claremont, PSC in Plymouth, Dartmouth Medical Center and 
Pike Industries in Lebanon.  Since this is relatively new the code books have not 
caught up with guidelines for the installations. 
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Call to Action – Red Cross has initiated a smoke alarm installation and fire safety 
education  program. We have supported this and several communities in NH have 
taken advantage of the no cost offer for their residents.  
 
Saint A’s training this year which includes burn cells, fire experiments including 
ignition sequence and prosecutor school overview.  
 
OSHA announced the investigation of tent collapse in Lancaster completed.   
There is still an investigation going on in collaboration with the county attorney’s 
office.  There are several life safety code violations including the exits, crowd 
management, extinguisher and electrical issues.  It was discovered that the bounce 
house at the event had no covers over the outlets and the house was located in a 
damp area.   
 
Swanzey is dealing with vendor hoods at fairs as well as owners of show animals 
sleeping in barns during fair time. 
 
In the near future there will be a workshop on tent set ups covering all aspects 
which include public safety, suppliers, drawings, wind loads, anchors, etc.   
 
Keith Rodenhiser gave a report on the Investigator portion of the department.  
Stacey Dubois went to Maryland for a 20/20 vision program training along with 
the Franklin Fire Chief. 
 
Two investigators went to Washington DC for ATF fire research lab training.  It 
was very beneficial. 
 
Two of the newest investigators have been at the Police Academy for the past two 
months and will be graduating the end of April.  This will bring them up to speed 
with the requirements for investigators in this department. 
 
There have been criminal fire investigation cases in Concord and Greenville.  
There is a case involving juveniles and three other pending court cases. 
There were two incidents of carbon monoxide deaths in Nashua and Littleton.  The 
public education division in the fire marshal’s office is working on informational 
bulletins concerning these types of deaths. 
 
There have been fatal fires in Andover (brush fire) and Goffstown and one in 
Swanzey with a burn injury. 
 
The fire chiefs had a training program hosted by OSHA. 
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The NHFMO Fire House records management program  is 61% completed with 
information from plan reviews, vehicle fleet and inspections all in one location. 
 
Norman Skantze stated that Image Trend is real time reporting and would support 
NFIRS.  This program will affect many different areas such as Homeland Security 
and the Highway department. 
 
April 6th is the awards night for the Calendar contest at 6pm.  There were over 400 
submittals from third grade classes across the state.  There will also be an award 
presented to Senator Molly Kelly for her proactive legislation mandating school 
inspections. 
 
Citations were given to an individual working without a mechanical license.  Allan 
Clark mentioned that fire chief’s throughout the state can request to check licenses. 
 
There have been several incidents this year regarding tramway and inspections at 
ski areas.  Some of the incidents have been people falling out of chair lifts and this 
seems to be an industry wide problem.  There was a rope evacuation from a 
tramway car at Canaan Mountain where the drive motor bearings froze and it 
stopped moving.  Rescuers lowered all occupants by rope from the car.  The ski 
areas practice for such events and it was successful with no injuries. 
 
Old Business 
 
The Fire Marshal covered some of the legislative bills the office is watching.  
These include the bills for fire code definition, carnival ride inspections, smoke 
bombs, building code, flame throwing devices and survivor benefits for families of 
police officers and firefighters killed in the line of duty. 
 
NASFM activities included a meeting in Washington DC for pipeline safety act 
which Senator Ayotte has been working hard to get updated. 
 
The NASFM annual conference will be held in New Mexico featuring what is 
important to fire service and State Fire Marshals. 
 
Some budget items were discussed including the fire fund, 2018-19 budgets, 
looking for new revenue sources. 
 
The Fire Marshal has been discussing with the Commissioner the need for a full 
time clerical assistant to do 91A requests.  Since the tent collapse, there have been 
an abundance of requests for that event alone.  We receive several each week and 
need to plan for any future events that may require 91A requests. 
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Norm Skantze mentioned that the Board of Fire Control rules require a vice 
chairman to assist with the chairman at board meetings.  A nomination was made 
for Dan Andrus for this position.  It was seconded by Norm Skantze.  There was a 
vote and all approved. 
 
As fire chief of Concord, Dan Andrus has been involved with the research of 
several fire/safety issues in Concord including Concord Steam which provides heat 
for the downtown area of Concord.  The building is in need of repair as well as a 
fatal fire in a residential occupancy.  Last Sunday there was an arson fire that our 
staff worked with Concord Fire and were able to get an arrest within a few hours. 
Dan is active in the community, helping with the Concord homeless center.  Chief 
Andrus was complimentary of the action of this office on these several fronts 
recently assisting in Concord. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:00pm 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


