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UNAPPROVED/UNOFFICIAL – MINUTES 
These minutes are DRAFT minutes and are posted here to comply with RSA 91-A:2.  The Board has not 

voted to accept them.  Changes may/may not be made prior to their adoption at the next Board 
meeting. 

  
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE BUILDING CODE REVIEW BOARD 

 
DRAFT – Public Hearing & Regular Meeting – March 11, 2016 

 
Attendance: 

Shawn Bergeron Sr., Chairman 
Thomas Clark, NH Municipal Association 
Stephen Eckberg, NH Public Utilities Commission 
Tedd Evans, Mechanical Licensing Board 
Wayne Fillion, PE, NH Board of Engineers (Mechanical Engineer) 
Edward J. Gibson, PE, NH Board of Engineers (Electrical Engineer) 
David Lage, Associated General Contractors of NH, Inc. 
Mariellen MacKay, Governor’s Commission on Disability Roger Maynard, P•FGF•HVAC of NH 
Frederick Matuszewski, Board of Architects 
Roger Maynard, P•FGF•HVAC of NH 
Linda McNair-Perry, Vice-Chair, NH Board of Engineers (Structural Engineer) 
Bradley Ober, NH Association of Fire Chiefs 
Wayne Richardson (Vice Chair), CBO, NH Building Officials Association  
John Tuttle, AIA, NH Home Builders Association  
Sean Toomey, NH Association of Fire Chiefs 
 

Absent:  
William Fraser, NH Electrical Contractors Business Association 
Jonathan Mitchell, NH Bureau of Electrical Safety & Licensing 
 

Guests: 
 Mary Maloney, Assistant Attorney General 
 Dean Sotirakopoulos, Chief Electrical Inspector, NH Electrician’s Board  
 Chris Skoglund, NH Department of Environmental Services 
 Laura Richardson, Jordan Institute 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00am by Chairman, Shawn Bergeron Sr.  A quorum was declared.  
Members were introduced.   
 
Meeting minutes were not available 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Wayne Richardson made the MOTION to open the Public Hearing for discussion. 
 Seconded by John Tuttle 
 Motion Carried 
 
All four (4) proposed amendments were discussed at the last two monthly board meetings.  
Exhibits have been edited slightly.  The board discussed how to handle the proposed 
amendments to the 2015 codes.  It was recommended that the board approve the 2015 
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amendments under the premise that the board is going to continue next fall for the adoption of 
the 2015 codes.  If the 2015 code is still not adopted, there is no harm done. 
 
Proposed amendment to the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC), Section P2801.5 
Required Pan, Exhibit No. RE-09-08-16.   
 Wayne Richardson made the MOTION to approve Exhibit RE-09-08-16 as written. 
 Seconded by Tom Clark 
 Motion Carried 
 
Proposed amendment to the 2015 International Residential Code (IRC), Section P2801.5 
Required Pan, Exhibit No. RE-15-26-16. 
 Wayne Richardson made the MOTION to approve Exhibit RE-15-26-16 as written. 
 Seconded by Tedd Evans 
 Motion Carried 
 
Wayne Richardson MOVED to open the public hearing. 
 
Proposed amendment to the 2009 International Plumbing Code (IPC), Section 504.7 Required 
Pan, Exhibit No. PL-09-01-16. 
 Ted Evans made the MOTION to approve Exhibit PL-09-01-16 as written. 
 Seconded by Fred Matsuzewski 
 Motion Carried 
 
Proposed amendment to the 2015 International Plumbing Code (IPC), Section 504.7 Required 
Pan, Exhibit No. PL-15-15-16. 
 Ted Evans made the MOTION to approve Exhibit PL-15-15-16 as written. 
 Seconded by David Lage 
 Motion Carried 
 
Discuss certification of compliance with the accessibility requirements of the State Building 
Code per NH RSA 155-A:5 and 155-A:5a. 
 Cheryl Killam was in attendance to discuss the certification of compliance with the 
accessibility requirements of the State Building Code.  Cheryl is a semi-retired accessibility 
specialist.  Cheryl is running into increased problems with accessibility since the exception of 
the requirement of accessibility certification under Building Code 155-A:5 and A:5-a.   

• Cheryl’s first example is a brand new location for an existing restaurant – brand new 
building, new site.  Wasn’t able to get out of vehicle because there was no handicap 
parking space.  Planning Board had the letter of certification stating that the site was 
completed in accordance with the approved site plans – the site plan was incorrect but 
approved anyway. 

• Second, and worst, example is an existing facility that was completely changed from a 
farm/residence to a farm/residence and small brewery with an assembly use bar, 
restaurant, etc.  Thirteen violations were found.  Cheryl was attending as a member of 
AIA in NH and ended up reinjuring her shoulder because there were many issues in the 
restroom.   On October 15, Cheryl worked with the architect and the building inspector 
to get things corrected.   Still has not been corrected.  The Architect won an award for 
this facility.  Cheryl requested certification from the owner - they didn’t have one.  
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 Cheryl’s question to the board is where do we go to make this work?  Who is 
responsible?  The Contractor is supposed to provide the certification to the owner.  How does 
the owner know if they are supposed to have one?  Does it fall to the architect?  Does it fall to 
the building inspector? 
 Lengthy discussions followed amongst the board members.  Mariellen MacKay will work 
with Cheryl to assist in getting some of these issues resolved.  This is a definite issue throughout 
New Hampshire. 
 
Discuss changes that appear to be needed to RSA Chapter 155-D Energy Conservation in New 
Building Construction 
 
Chairman Bergeron:  As the board worked their way through the process of getting the 2015 
codes adopted, the Chairman was informed by a Representative that our codes require that if 
you alter a building in excess of 50%, you had to bring the entire structure, including all systems 
and components within the structure, up to code.   The representative later forwarded 
information to the Chairman stating that this information came from RSA Chapter 155-D:2.  The 
representative insisted that this statute overruled the building codes because the building 
codes were rules and not statutory in nature.  Where 155-A adopts the codes, Wayne 
presumed that they were statutory in nature and not a rule adopted by administrative rule.  
Assistant Attorney General Mary Maloney will do further research on this and get back to the 
board.  If this is the case, then this statute needs to be modified.  Lengthy discussions followed. 
 
Chris Skoglund believes this is worth studying.  Create a subcommittee to review.  Laura 
Richardson has always thought that RSA 155-D should be cleaned up.  She doesn’t recommend 
wiping out the entire statute but the bulk of it could be eliminated.    The information is 
irrelevant, very confusing, or wrong.  There is a need to overhaul this statute. 
 
Chairman Bergeron asked the board if they wish to take action on this.  Wayne Richardson 
suggested putting together a reasonably sized group that could meet and at least suggest to the 
legislature how this might be modified to solve the concerns that were brought to the Board’s 
attention.  This group should also work with representatives of the Jordan Institute and the 
PUC.  Mariellen MacKay suggested that the group get together, decide what needs to be 
changed and what’s going to work, and then pull in a Sponsor to work with the group so the 
Sponsor understands what the Board would like accomplished.  
1:01 
Reasonable for the board to establish a subcommittee to review language for the statute 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE ON Bcr 100 AND Bcr 200 RULES 
The Bcr Subcommittee has been working with Attorney Hilts.  They have come to an agreement 
on the Bcr 100 rules.  Attorney Hilts needs to add footnotes to the 100 rules.  When Attorney 
Maloney returns from vacation she will contact Attorney Hilts to help clean up the 200 rules. 
 
LEGISLATION UPDATES 
HB 1282:  Updates the definition of the state building code to include the 2015 editions of the     
      IBC, IPC, IMC, IECC, and the IRC. 
  House voted ITL:  307-49  
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SB 396:  Relative to compatibility of electrical devices with the National Electric Code and the   
   state building code 
  Passed the Senate on 2/11, scheduled for House Public Hearing on 3/16 @  
  1:30pm in LOB room 306 
 
SB 446:  This bill provides that any rule adopted by the state building code review board related  
   to applications for permits under the IRC shall require only such data as is reasonably  
   required for the building inspector to act on the application. 
  Voted Ought to Pass by the Senate 
 
HB 533:  Relative to installation requirements for arc-fault circuit interrupters and relative to    
    state building code review board rules.  Dean Sotirakopoulos gave the board an  
    update. 
  Voted Ought to Pass by the House 
  Senate Hearing scheduled for 3/16 @ 9:45am, LOB room 101 
 
It was suggested that during the Board’s off season, the Board invite all the legislators to be 
present to attend a session/forum where the Board can present our position on the codes, and 
let the legislators come back at us with their concerns.  Combine this session with the Jordan 
Institute to discuss RSA 155-D.  The Board’s goal is to educate the legislators so when they go 
into the next session they feel more comfortable with the Board’s work and what the Board has 
done.  This session/forum should be held after the November elections, so that new legislators 
will be included.  Food should be provided. The Board needs to find a way to get our voices 
heard.  Mariellen will provide the board with the names of the legislators that voted in our 
favor. 
 
John Tuttle will contact Paul Morin for status of proposed amendments. 
 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON WEBSITE UPDATES 
 
The 2009 approved amendments need to be posted on the website.  At this time we will not 
post the 2015 approved amendments. 
 
Wayne Fillion made the MOTION to close the Public Hearing 
 Seconded by Wayne Richardson 
 Motion Carried 
 
Reminder to BCRB members that the Attorney General’s office has invited all board members 
to attend the 2016 Administrative Law Workshop, scheduled for April 15.  Registration is 
required by April 1.  You need to respond ASAP as this workshop fills up very quickly and 
attendance is limited. 
 
The Board needs to review our current amendments to make sure they do not sunset.  The 
Height and Area amendment will be put on the agenda for April. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
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