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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE BUILDING CODE REVIEW BOARD 

 
APPROVED – Public Hearing & Regular Meeting – August 14, 2015   

 
Attendance: 

Shawn Bergeron Sr., Chairman 
Bill Benard, NH Electrical Contractors Business Association 
Thomas Clark, NH Municipal Association 
Stephen Eckberg, NH Public Utilities Commission 
Tedd Evans, Mechanical Licensing Board 
Wayne Fillion, PE, NH Board of Engineers (Mechanical Engineer) 
Edward J. Gibson, PE, NH Board of Engineers (Electrical Engineer) 
David Lage, Associated General Contractors of NH, Inc. 
Frederick Matuszewski, Board of Architects 
Roger Maynard, P•FGF•HVAC of NH 
Linda McNair-Perry, Vice-Chair, NH Board of Engineers (Structural Engineer) 
Jonathan Mitchell, NH Bureau of Electrical Safety & Licensing 
Bradley Ober, NH Association of Fire Chiefs Mary Maloney, Assistant Attorney General 
Wayne Richardson (Vice Chair), CBO, NH Building Officials Association  
John Tuttle, AIA, NH Home Builders Association  
Sean Toomey, NH Association of Fire Chiefs 

Absent:  
Mariellen MacKay, Governor’s Commission on Disability 

Guests: 
 Mary Maloney, Assistant Attorney General 
 Dean Sotirakopoulos, Chief Electrical Inspector, NH Electrician’s Board  
 Ron Anstey, NH State Fire Marshal’s Office 
 John Starr, Starr Construction, Inc. 
 Laura Richardson, Executive Director, Jordan Institute 
 Matt LaBonte, NH State Fire Marshal’s Office 
 David Osterhoudt 
 Richard Minard, NH OEP 
 Andy Duncan PhD, Energy Training Manager, Lakes Region Community College 
 Bruce Buttrick, Town of Bow Inspector/ Code Enforcement Officer and 
  Co-Chair NH Bldg Energy Code Collaborative  
 Joseph Caldarola, Smithfield Construction 
 Steve Rosario, CAE, Senior Director, Northeast Region, American Chemistry Council 
 Paul Leveille, High Performance Buildings Specialist, Resilient Buildings Group, Inc. 
 Rebecca Ohler, NH Dept. of Environmental Services 
 Darren Port, Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP) 
 Bob Eldredge 
 Autumn Curilla, GDS Associates 
 Bob Irving, RH Irving Homebuilders 
 Shannon Alther, AIA, TMS Architects 
 Jeff Sargent, NFPA Regional Operations 
 Mark Hilbert, MR Hilbert Electrical Inspections & Training 
 Andrew Lawrence, Energy Auditor – REPA, WAP 
 
  
The meeting was called to order at 10:02am by Chairman, Shawn Bergeron Sr.  A quorum was declared.  
Members were introduced. 
 
MOTION was made by David Lage to adopt the July 10, 2015 minutes as written. 



-2- 

 SECONDED by John Tuttle 
 Motion Carried 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Discuss Bcr100 and Bcr 200 rule updates with Attorney Hilts 
 David Hilts, Department of Safety Legal Counsel, was introduced to the board.  Attorney Hilts 
 will assist the Board with revising the Bcr 100 and Bcr 200 rules.  Dave will meet with 
 subcommittee members at the end of today’s BCRB meeting. 
 
Establish subcommittee to review Bcr 100 and Bcr 200 rules.   
 A three member subcommittee  was established. 
  Linda McNair Perry 
  Wayne Richardson 
  Tedd Evans. 
 
Review proposed amendment to the National Electric Code, 2014 Edition (NFPA 70), Section 210.12 
Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection 
 Bill Benard presented a proposed amendment to the NEC-14 (NFPA 70).  This amendment adds 
 section 210.12(A) Exception, to the Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter (ARCI) Protection. Bill reported 
 the committee’s findings on this proposal.  The problem that was brought forth is one 
 individual’s medical equipment would not function properly when the circuit was protected by 
 an AFCI.  This individual had a very difficult time getting the proper oxygen that was required to 
 be able to sleep at night.  The AFCI circuit would trip causing this person to go all the way down 
 to the basement to reset it at the breaker.  The code requirement was so direct that there were 
 no exceptions.  The only solution to this problem was to propose an amendment with an 
 exception that ARCI protection shall NOT be required for dedicated branch circuits supplying 
 receptacle outlet(s) installed for the connection of medical equipment.   This proposal will solve 
 the immediate problem which is medical equipment not operating properly.  The 
 committee is still looking at long range problems that might come up down the road.   
 
 MOTION to schedule a Public Hearing for September 11, 2015, on the proposed amendment 
 from the Electrical Contractors Business Association, Reference NEC-2014, Section 210.12, Arc-
 Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection (Exhibit No. EL-14-01-15). 
  SECONDED by Tedd Evans 
  Motion Carried 
 
UPDATE ON LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 
 HB 288, relative to the code for energy conservation in new building construction.  This is a 
 retained bill.  MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE:  The House has scheduled a Subcommittee Work 
 Session for September 17 @ 10:00am in LOB room 301.   
 
 HB 286, relative to permits issued by building inspectors.  This bill has been ITL’d. 
 
 HB 533, relative to arc-fault circuit breaker protection in residential construction – retained bill – 
 Subcommittee Work Session scheduled for September 15 @ 11:00am in LOB room 306. 
 
 HB 580, relative to travel expenses for members of the building code review board – This bill has 
 been ITL’d.  As of today’s date this still remains in HB 2 as part of the Governor’s budget. 
 
 HB 660, relative to small farms and farmstands - This bill has been ITL’d. 
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 SB 18, prohibiting the use of PVC piping as a flue material for venting combustion gases.  This bill 
 has been rereferred to Committee.  The Committee met this week.  Tedd believes there is a 
 proposed code amendment going forward. 
 
REVIEW FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE NH LEGISLATURE THE INCLUSION OF THE ICC 2015 
INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL & SPA CODE AS PART OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE AS 
DEFINED IN RSA 155-A:1 IV 
 The NH Building Officials Association has requested that the Board take under consideration the  
 adoption of the 2015 International Swimming Pool & Spa Code.  ICC has removed all of the  
 requirements for swimming pools from the IRC and the IBC to create a separate code all onto  
 itself.  If the State of NH cannot get the legislature to adopt, then technically there will be no  
 pool regulations other than what’s tied through the public swimming pool program through the  
 Department of Environmental Services. 
 
 This will be brought forward as a new code with amendments. 
 
 MOTION was made by Tedd Evans that the Board bring forward for Public Hearing, the 2015 
 International Swimming Pool & Spa Code and related amendments.  The Public Hearing has 
 been scheduled for Friday, September 11, 2015. 
  Wayne Richardson SECONDED 
  Motion Carried 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING – THE ADOPTION OF THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE AND THE 
2015 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE – and numerous exhibits – 14 exhibits for the 2015 IPC and 3 
exhibits for the 2015 IRC 

 
 Tedd Evans reviewed the 2015 IPC exhibits PL-15-01-15 through PL-15-14-15, and the 2015 IRC  
 exhibits RE-15-13-15 through RE-15-15-15.  These exhibits were previously presented at the July 
 10, 2015 BCRB meeting. 
 
 John Starr provided oral and written testimony on RE-15-13-15, and RE-15-15-15.  
 
 Received written testimony from Cheryl Killam in opposition of exhibit PL-15-09-15.  This will be  
 discussed further at the next scheduled board meeting, September 11, 2015. 
 
 Written testimony received from Bill Nash, International Code Council 
 
 There was no further testimony.  Public Hearing will remain open until the end of today’s  
 meeting, approximately 12:00pm. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING – COMMENTS/CONSIDERATION OF THE ADOPTION OF THE 2015 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE (IECC):  Exhibits EN-15-01-15, EN-15-02-15, 
EN-15-03-15 
 David Lage proposed to bring forward at Public Hearing, the adoption of the International 
 Energy Conservation Code with the 3 amendments for primarily terminology. 
 
 EN-15-01-15, 2015 IECC, Rules change, adopted with an effective date to be determined through 
 legislative action. 
 
 EN-15-02-15, 2015 IECC, Section C101.1 and R101.1 – the code shall be known as the 
 International Energy Conservation Code of the State of New Hampshire, and shall be cited as 
 such. 
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 EN-15-03-15, 2015 IECC, Section C101.5 and R101.5 – a previous amendment brought forth 
 which gave direction for log structures to meet the provisions of Section 305 of the ICC-400 
 2012 Standard on the Design and Construction of Log Structures. 
 
 The following attendees provided testimony on the adoption of the 2015 IECC with 
 amendments. 

• Bruce Buttrick, Town of Bow Building Official and Co-Chair of the NH Energy Code 
Collaborative.  Mr. Buttrick supports the adoption of the 2015 IECC. (Both oral and 
written testimony.) 

• Rebeca Ohler, Dept. of Environmental Services, Air Resources Division, supports the 
adoption of the 2015 IECC.  (Written testimony was received from Director Craig Wright, 
Dept. of Environmental Services, Air Resources Division.) 

• Shannon Alther, Architect, TMS Architects, Portsmouth, supports the adoption of the 
2015 IECC with the amendments that were provided and discussed.  The AIA of NH is 
also in support of the adoption of the 2015 IECC with amendments. 

• Richard Minard, Deputy Director of the NH Office of Energy and Planning.  The OEP is in 
favor of adopting the 2015 IECC.  (Written testimony received from Meredith Hatfield,  
Director, NH OEP.) 

• John Starr provided oral (and written) testimony on exhibit EN-15-01-15.  Mr. Starr’s 
comments relate to the residential portion of the IECC.  If the provisions of the 2015 
IECC are adopted, there will be significant financial impact on the public. (Both oral and 
written testimony.) 

• Darren Port, Building Energy Codes Manager, Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 
(NEEP).  NEEP supports the State of NH’s efforts by proposing to adopt the 2015 IECC.  
(Both oral and written testimony.) 

• Bob Irving is a residential homebuilder from Salisbury (RH Irving Homebuilders).  Mr. 
Irving builds only net zero energy houses and energy upgrades.  A passive house is the 
highest energy standard in the world.  As far as the affordability issue, the better the 
energy upgrades, the more the savings are. 

• Andy Duncan, PhD, Energy Training Manager, Energy Services and Technology Program 
at Lakes Region Community College, is in favor of adopting the 2015 IECC in its entirety. 
(Oral and written testimony) 

• Laura Richardson, Executive Director of the Jordan Institute.  (Oral and written 
testimony from the Jordan Institute, and written testimony from Eric Lacey, Chairman, 
Responsible Energy Codes Alliance.)  The Jordan Institute fully supports the adoption, or 
the recommendation to the NH Legislature about the adoption of the 2015 IECC.   

• Laura introduced Paul Leveille, High Performance Buildings Specialist for the Resilient 
Buildings Group, Inc.   In regards to the adoption of the 2015 IECC, the projects that the 
Resilient Buildings Group (RBG) work on are projects that typically exceed the code, 
even the 2015 codes that are being reviewed today.   This code will largely eliminate the 
ice damming issues that are seen on winter days. 

• Stephen Rosario, Senior Director for American Chemistry Council, provided the board 
with written testimony in support of the adoption of the 2015 IECC. 

• Chairman Bergeron read a letter dated 8/10/15 received from Joseph Caldarola, 
President of Smithfield Construction.   Mr. Caldarola supports the adoption of the 2015 
IECC statewide. 

• Written testimony received from Bill Nash, International Code Council 
 

No further testimony at this time. 
 

 The Board will continue to accept comments/testimony on the consideration and 
recommendation of the 2015 International Energy Code and the 2015 International Plumbing 
Code until the Board’s next scheduled meeting, September 11, 2015. 
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A Public Hearing has been scheduled for September 11, 2015 for the 2015 International Mechanical  
Code and the 2015 International Existing Building Code.  Exhibits will be posted on the BCRB website. 
 
A Public Hearing will be scheduled for October 9, 2015 for the 2015 International Swimming Pool and 
Spa Code and the proposed amendment to the National Electrical Code, 2014 edition. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
        David Osterhoudt, Contractor, currently building in Portsmouth NH.  Mr. Osterhoudt has run into 
many hurdles with the local municipalities.  He has had many conflicts with the Building Inspector and 
Chief Building Inspector.  Mr. Osterhoudt has been working on this project for over a year, working  
under the IRC, and was told he should have been working under the IBC. 
        Mr. Osterhoudt questioned the board as to why there is not anyone assigned in the State of NH  
as a State Building Inspector?   The Codes are there for public safety.  
        Shawn stated that in the State of NH right now there are State Electrical Inspectors, State  
Plumbing Inspectors, and State Mechanical Inspectors.  There is NO State Building Inspector.  NH  
Building Officials have been trying for several years to get a requirement that municipal building officials  
be certified in the State of New Hampshire.   
        The only method of appeal that the board sees is going to be at the local level.  Mr. Osterhoudt has  
already gone through the local level.  Local officials work for the municipalities.  The Board has no  
authority over local municipalities.  Chairman Bergeron suggested that Mr. Osterhoudt and his fellow  
contractors talk to his legislators.  It would be beneficial if the legislators would support the positions of  
NH Building Officials and to make sure there are some basic requirements for building officials.  Tedd  
Evans stated that there are no State Building Inspectors because there is no licensing for building  
contractors.  The trades that are licensed have State inspectors. 
 
MOTION was made by Wayne Richardson to close the public hearings for the recommendation of the  
adoption of the 2015 IPC and the 2015 IECC 
 SECONDED by Tedd Evans 
 Motion Carried 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Hearing – August 14, 2015 – 2015 IPC and 2015 IECC 
 

Testimony Received from: 
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• Bruce Buttrick, Co-Chair and Town of Bow Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 

• John Starr, Starr Construction, Inc., and former member of the BCRB 

• Craig A. Wright, Director, Department of Environmental Services 

• Meredith Hatfield, Director, NH Office of Energy and Planning 

• Darren Port, Building Energy Codes Manager, Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 

• Andy Duncan, PhD, Energy Training Manager, Lakes Region Community College 

• Laura Richardson, Executive Director, The Jordan Institute, Inc. 

• Eric Lacey, Chairman, Responsible Energy Codes Alliance (RECA) 

• Paul Leveille, High Performance Buildings Specialist, Resilient Buildings Group, Inc. 

• Stephen Rosario, CAE, Senior Director, American Chemistry Council 

• Joseph Caldarola, President, Smithfield Construction 

• Cheryl Killam 

• Bill Nash, International Code Council (testimony received for IPC/IRC and IECC) 


