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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE BUILDING CODE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT FORM 

 
Proposed amendment submitted by: 

Name:   BCRB 2015 IEBC sub-committee  
Date:   August 11, 2015 
Company /Organization: NH Building Code Review Board 
Address:  33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305 
E-mail:   bldgcodebrd@dos.nh.gov 

 
Applicable code:   2015 IEBC (adoption pending)   Applicable code section: __1012.5.1 _ 
 
Current 2015 IEBC language (including section numbers): 

1012.5.1 Height and area for change to higher hazard category.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to a higher hazard category as shown in Table 
1012.5, heights and areas of buildings and structures shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 5 of 
the International Building Code for the new occupancy classification. 

Exception: For high-rise buildings constructed in compliance with a previously issued permit, the type of 
construction reduction specified in Section 403.2.1 of the International Building Code is permitted.  This 
shall include the reduction for columns.  The high-rise building is required to be equipped throughout 
with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 of the International Building 
Code.  

1012.5.1.1 Fire wall alternative.  
In other than Groups H, F-1 and S-1, fire barriers and horizontal assemblies constructed in 
accordance with Sections 707 and 711, respectively, of the International Building Code shall be 
permitted to be used in lieu of fire walls to subdivide the building into separate buildings for the 
purpose of complying with the area limitations required for the new occupancy where all of the 
following conditions are met: 

1. The buildings are protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 of the International Fire Code. 

2. The maximum allowable area between fire barriers, horizontal assemblies, or any 
combination thereof shall not exceed the maximum allowable area determined in accordance 
with Chapter 5 of the International Building Code without an increase allowed for an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 506 of the International Building Code. 

3. The fire-resistance rating of the fire barriers and horizontal assemblies shall not be less than 
that specified for fire walls in Table 706.4 of the International Building Code.  

Exception: Where horizontal assemblies are used to limit the maximum allowable area, the 
required fire-resistance rating of the horizontal assemblies shall be permitted to be reduced by 
1 hour provided the height and number of stories increases allowed for an automatic sprinkler 
system by Section 504 of the International Building Code are not used for the buildings. 

1012.5.2 Height and area for change to equal or lesser hazard category.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to an equal or lesser hazard category as 
shown in Table 1012.5, the height and area of the existing building shall be deemed acceptable. 
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1012.5.3 Fire barriers.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to a higher hazard category as shown in 
Table 1012.5, fire barriers in separated mixed use buildings shall comply with the fire-resistance 
requirements of the International Building Code. 

Exception: Where the fire barriers are required to have a 1-hour fire-resistance rating, existing 
wood lath and plaster in good condition or existing 1/2-inch-thick (12.7 mm) gypsum wallboard 
shall be permitted. 

 
Check one:  ___ Delete without substitution:   ___ Add new section to read as follows: 

___ Delete section and substitute the following: _X_ Revise section to read as follows: 
Show Line through material to be deleted.    Underline material to be added. 

Proposed code language: 

1012.5.1 Height and area for change to higher hazard category.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to a higher hazard category as shown in Table 
1012.5, heights and areas of buildings and structures shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 5 of 
the International Building Code for the new occupancy classification. 

Exception: For high-rise buildings constructed in compliance with a previously issued permit, the type of 
construction reduction specified in Section 403.2.1 of the International Building Code is permitted.  This 
shall include the reduction for columns.  The high-rise building is required to be equipped throughout 
with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 of the International Building 
Code. 

1012.5.1.1 Fire wall alternative.  
In other than Groups H, F-1 and S-1, fire barriers and horizontal assemblies constructed in 
accordance with Sections 707 and 711, respectively, of the International Building Code shall be 
permitted to be used in lieu of fire walls to subdivide the building into separate buildings for the 
purpose of complying with the area limitations required for the new occupancy where all of the 
following conditions are met: 

1. The buildings are protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 of the International Fire Building Code. 

2. The maximum allowable area between fire barriers, horizontal assemblies, or any 
combination thereof shall not exceed the maximum allowable area determined in accordance 
with Chapter 5 of the International Building Code without an increase allowed for an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 506 of the International Building Code. 

3. The fire-resistance rating of the fire barriers and horizontal assemblies shall not be less than 
that specified for fire walls in Table 706.4 of the International Building Code.  

Exception: Where horizontal assemblies are used to limit the maximum allowable area, the 
required fire-resistance rating of the horizontal assemblies shall be permitted to be reduced by 
1 hour provided the height and number of stories increases allowed for an automatic sprinkler 
system by Section 504 of the International Building Code are not used for the buildings. 

1012.5.2 Height and area for change to equal or lesser hazard category.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to an equal or lesser hazard category as 
shown in Table 1012.5, the height and area of the existing building shall be deemed acceptable. 
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1012.5.3 Fire barriers.  
When a change of occupancy classification is made to a higher hazard category as shown in 
Table 1012.5, fire barriers in separated mixed use buildings shall comply with the fire-resistance 
requirements of the International Building Code. 

Exception: Where the fire barriers are required to have a 1-hour fire-resistance rating, existing 
wood lath and plaster in good condition or existing 1/2-inch-thick (12.7 mm) gypsum wallboard 
shall be permitted. 

 
Reason / Justification: Administrative.  Carry forward amendment from 2009 IEBC Section 912.5.1.  In 2009 the 
amendment replaced a reference to the IFC, which is not adopted by NH, with NFPA 13 language.  In 2015, this 
particular portion of the IEBC is bringing NFPA 13 Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems into the IEBC 
by referring both the IBC & IFC sprinkler provisions that are identical.  Rather than change the IFC reference to 
NFPA 13 as was done in 2009, the proposed language simply changes Fire to Building and allows the NFPA 13 to 
be referenced in that manner. 

Keeping the reference to NFPA 13 for any sprinkler code requirements is consistent with the state fire code. IBC 
Section 903.3.1.1 (which appears to be chapter and verse identical to the IFC language in the same section) 
provides exemptions for areas where sprinklers will not be required. Ron Anstey of the Fire Marshal’s office was 
consulted and he does not believe that these exempt locations are in the NH Fire Code, consequently leaving the 
Section 903.3.1.1.1 in the IBC as written may cause more confusion than might already exist. If the exempt 
locations are not in the fire code then the building code exemptions would be moot because the fire code would 
be more restrictive. 

Financial Analysis/Fiscal Impact of proposed amendment: This administrative amendment has no fiscal impact. 

 

For Building Code Review Board Use: 
Not approved: ______   Approved: ____X____   Approved with modifications: _____ 
Scheduled Hearing Date: __September 11, 2015____   Exhibit #: ___EX-15-05-15  ________ 

Chair’s Signature: _______ ________________________Date: _October 9, 2015__________ 
Printed Name: __Shawn Bergeron, Sr._______________ 
 

The possibility of an additional amendment will be put forth for the board’s discussion and consideration, to 
see if it is desirous to amend the International Building Code (IBC) Section 903.3.1.1 to effectively eliminate 
the exemptions and reduce any confusion on this one particular issue --- sprinklers. 


