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on all or part of the entire contract." 

Representing the Newport Police Association: 

Peter Hoe Burling, Esquire 

Representing the town of Newport: 

Paul J. Skowron, Town Manager 

BACKGROUND 

On June 3, 1983, the town of Newport (Town) and the Newport Police Benev

olent Association (Association) petitioned the Public Employee Labor Relations 

Board (Board) for adeclaratory ruling on whether or not asigned agreement is 
binding on the parties when the legislative body did not appropriate the money 
at the town meeting, although the agreement itself was notspecifically voted 

on by the Town. 

A hearing on the joint petition was held in the Board's office on August 

11, 1983 and testimony was presented by both parties. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

-- The Association and the Town, after substantial negotiations, reached 
an agreement on December 6, 1982 on a one-year agreement effective as of April 
1, 1983 to be renewed automatically from year toyear thereafter unless term
inated by either party, in writing, no later than90daystoApril 1, 1984. 

�  -- The contract, however, contained a new section which Stated: 

"Article XII, Section II: 

However, if the vote of a town meeting rejects or mod-

ifies cost items, either party may reopen negotiation:; 
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