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 Annual Fall Planning and Zoning Conference 
  Saturday, October 17, 2009, 7:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

The Mountain Club on Loon, Lincoln, NH 
 
 
 
 

SPEAKER LIST & BIOGRAPHY 
8: 
 

Christopher L. Boldt, Esquire, Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC 
104 Congress Street, Suite 304, Portsmouth, NH 03801 
Telephone:   (603) 766-1686              Email:         CBoldt@dtclawyers.com 
  

Chris Boldt is a partner at DTC in the firm’s Portsmouth, NH office, where he practices municipal and real estate/land use law.  He earned his 
B.A. from Trinity University in 1984, a Diploma of Anglo-Irish Literature from Trinity College, Dublin in 1985, and his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Law in 1988.  Mr. Boldt handles cases involving municipal law and taxation, conveyance and title issues, boundary 
disputes, land use and development matters, conservation easements, litigation, appeals to the NH Supreme Court, and mediation.  He is a volun-
teer judge in the We the People and Mock Trial competitions sponsored by the NH Bar Association. Since February 2004, Mr. Boldt has been 
appointed as a member of the NHBA Real Estate Section’s subcommittee in charge of reviewing the NH  Title Standards.  He is a member of the 
Rockingham County Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas and the NH Bar Association.  Mr. Boldt is a frequent lecturer for the Local Gov-
ernment Center, the Office of Energy and Planning and the NH Bar Association.  
 
Mark J. Fougere, AICP, Fougere Planning & Development, Inc. 
253 Jennison Road, Milford, NH 03055 
Telephone:   (603) 315-1288                    Email:           Fougereplanning@comcast.net 
 

Mark Fougere has been a planner in NH for the last 22 years. He spent six years with the Town of Milford as the Planning and Economic De-
velopment Director and five years with the City of Nashua as Deputy Planning Director.  His private sector experience has included work with two 
private development companies and a civil engineering firm.  For the past seven years, Mr. Fougere has operated Fougere Planning and Develop-
ment, Inc., providing land use consulting services to both public and private clients. These services have included:  land feasibility studies, fiscal im-
pact reports, impact fee reports, ordinance and regulation development, and master plans. Current and recent projects include: Hollis-Town Planner, 
Pelham - Fire and Recreation Impact Fee study, Concord - Aquifer Protection Ordinance, Merrimack - Zoning and Building Code recodification, 
Peterborough - Zoning Diagnostic Analysis, and Danville - Village District Ordinance. 
 
Ben Frost, Esquire, AICP, Director of Public Affairs, NH Housing Finance Authority 
PO Box 5087, Manchester, NH  03108 
Telephone:  (603) 310-9361                           Email:        bfrost@nhhfa.org 
 

As the Director of Public Affairs at NH Housing Finance Authority, Ben Frost coordinates federal and state legislative matters and provides 
direct technical assistance to municipalities that want to develop regulations to promote affordable housing.  He serves as NH Housing’s representa-
tive on the NH Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Energy Board.  He held previous positions as Senior Planner with NHOEP, Executive Di-
rector of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee RPC, and as a planner and administrator in local and regional government in NH and elsewhere.  Mr. 
Frost is an attorney and is the chairman of the Municipal Section of the New Hampshire Bar Association.  He serves on the executive boards of 
the NH Planners Association and the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association and is a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners.  He holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in Geography with a Soviet/Russian focus from Colgate University and Syra-
cuse University, respectively, and a law degree from Cornell Law School with a concentration in business law and regulation.    
 
Cordell A. Johnston, Esquire, Government Affairs Attorney, NH Local Government Center 
PO Box 617, Concord, NH 03302 
Telephone:  (603) 224-7447                     Email:         cjohnston@nhlgc.org 
 

Cordell Johnston is an attorney and lobbyist for the Local Government Center and its affiliate, the New Hampshire Municipal Association, where 
he represents the interests of New Hampshire’s towns and cities.  Before joining the LGC in 2004, he practiced law with Orr & Reno, a Concord 
law firm, for 19 years.  He is a former selectman and planning board member for the Town of Henniker.  Mr. Johnston is a frequent lecturer and 
the author of many articles on municipal law issues, especially planning and zoning matters and the Right to Know Law.  He graduated from 
Princeton University in 1981 and from Boston University School of Law in 2004. 
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 Steven B. Keach, P.E., President, Keach-Nordstrom Associates, Inc. 
10 Commerce Park North – Suite 3, Bedford, NH 03110 
Telephone:  (603) 627-2881                       Email:        skeach@keachnordstrom.com 
 

A 1984 graduate of the University of Vermont’s College of Engineering & Mathematics, Steven Keach is a Licensed Professional Civil Engineer 
in the States of New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine & Connecticut.  Upon relocating to New Hampshire, Mr. Keach practiced civil engineering at 
two established consulting firms prior to co-founding Keach-Nordstrom Associates (KNA) in 1994.  Today, he serves as KNA’s President and 
Principal Civil Engineer.  Although he remains active in planning, design and permitting functions for a wide variety of public and private sector 
land development and infrastructure improvement projects, for the past decade, Mr. Keach has primarily focused on managing KNA’s municipal 
client assignments.  Today, he and his firm serve as a consultant to approximately a dozen New Hampshire communities, providing a wide range of 
engineering, planning and technical support services on an on-going basis.  In addition, he continues to provide KNA’s municipal clients with assis-
tance in preparing and maintaining land use regulations, zoning ordinances, capital improvement programs and master plans.  As a resident of 
Merrimack, Mr. Keach has served his community as a planning board member, assistant town moderator, scout leader and youth sports coach. 
 
John L. McGowan, Esq., LEED AP, Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC  
225 Water Street, Exeter, NH 03822 
Telephone:   (603) 778-0686          Email:    jmcgowan@dtclawyers.com 
 

John McGowan is an associate attorney at DTC where he serves his clients in hearings before municipal boards, litigation in the state's trial and 
supreme courts, negotiations and real estate development transactions.  He is certified through the U.S. Green Building Council as a LEED Ac-
credited Professional (LEED AP).  Mr. McGowan has authored articles on green building and sustainable development for the Urban Land 
Institute's "UrbanLand" magazine and the N.H. Local Government Center's "Town & City" magazine. He is involved with the Urban Land 
Institute's "UrbanPlan" program for high school students and the ULI New Hampshire Steering Council.  He received the N.H. Bar Associa-
tion's Pro Bono "Rising Star" award for 2008.  He received his J.D. from Vermont Law School in 2007.  He received his B.A. in Economics 
from Boston College in 1999.  
 
Matt Monahan, Regional Planner, Central NH Regional Planning Commission 
28 Commercial Street, Ste 3, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone:   (603) 226-6020                Email:          mmonahan@cnhrpc.org 
 

Matt Monahan has been working in local planning since 2004. With Central NH Regional Planning Commission, he has worked in various 
capacities including circuit rider planner, economic development planner, and performing grant writing and master planning. Mr. Monahan received 
his BA from Boston College in 2002, an MPA from UNH in 2004, and just recently completed an MA in Community Economic Development 
Policy at SNHU. 
 
Kenneth N. Ortmann, Director, Department of Planning and Development, City of Rochester 
City Hall, 31 Wakefield Street, Rochester, NH 03867-1917 
Telephone:   (603)-335-1338                  Email:          kenn.ortmann@rochesternh.net 
 

Kenn Ortmann has been the Director of the Rochester Planning and Development Department twice, first from 1984 through 1988 and then from 
1997 until the present.  In between he worked as a planner for a private development firm, as a private planning consultant for an engineering and 
planning firm, as the Town Planner in Alton, and as a Principal Planner for the (then) Office of State Planning. Mr. Ortmann and his Depart-
ment are responsible for the planning, zoning, historic, resource conservation and community development functions of the City.  The Department 
provides advice, guidance, and staff support to the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), the Conservation Commission, the 
Historic District Commission and the City Council.  He has served as a City Councilor, as a Planning Board member for seven years and has 
been asked twice to assume City Manager responsibilities.  Mr. Ortmann holds a Bachelor of Science, Electrical Engineering and a Master of Sci-
ence (Public Systems Engineering) from the University of Michigan. 
 
Paul G. Sanderson, Esquire, NH Local Government Center 
PO Box 617, Concord, NH 03302 
Telephone:  (603) 224-7447                Email:          psanderson@nhlgc.org 
 

Paul Sanderson is a Staff Attorney at the NH Local Government Center since 2004. He was admitted to practice in the state and federal courts 
of NH and Maine since 1978 and is currently a member of the NH Bar Association.  Mr. Sanderson also serves as a selectman in the Town of 
Greenland, following service on the ZBA and Planning Board. He was formerly the Hearings Examiner of the NH Department of Transporta-
tion from 1998 to 2004. 
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 Susan Slack, Attorney at Law, PLLC, Wolfeboro, NH 
PO Box 925, Wolfeboro, N.H. 03894 
Telephone:  (603) 569-2005                    Email:          susanslacklaw@myfairpoint.net 
 

Susan Slack represents municipalities and private landowners in land use and general municipal law matters. Before opening her private practice in 
2007, Ms. Slack was an attorney at the NH Local Government Center (New Hampshire Municipal Association) for nearly 10 years where she 
provided legal advice and training for municipal officials on a wide variety of municipal law issues. Ms. Slack lectures frequently on municipal fi-
nance, planning, zoning, highway and land conservation issues. She is a member and past chair of the Municipal and Governmental Law Section 
of the New Hampshire Bar Association. She earned her J.D. degree from Franklin Pierce Law Center and has a B.S. degree in journalism from 
Ohio University.  
 
Eric Steltzer, Energy Policy Analyst, NH Office of Energy and Planning 
4 Chenell Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone:  (603) 271-1759                     Email:         eric.steltzer@nh.gov 
 

Eric Steltzer is an Energy Policy Analyst for the NH Office of Energy and Planning.  He has extensive experience in renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and community engagement.  Prior to his work at OEP, Eric received his Masters in Resource Economics and Development from the 
University of New Hampshire and worked as a Regional Planner for Rockingham Planning Commission.  Locally, Mr. Steltzer volunteers his 
time in his community as the chairperson of the Dover Energy Advisory Committee. 
 
H. Bernard Waugh, Jr., Esquire, Gardner, Fulton and Waugh 
78 Bank Street, Lebanon, NH  03766‑1727 
Telephone:   (603) 448‑2221             E-mail:         bernie.waugh@gardner-fulton.com 
 

Bernie Waugh has been a member of the NH Bar since 1978.  From 1985 to 2000 he was Chief Legal Counsel for the New Hampshire Mu-
nicipal Association and has authored several booklets and articles on land use law.  He is now a partner at Gardner Fulton & Waugh in Leba-
non - a firm practicing exclusively municipal law, and serves as counsel for over 25 NH communities.  He has sat on the Hanover ZBA since 
1986, currently as an alternate.  He is also on the advisory council to the Dartmouth Outing Club, plays fiddle in a contra-dance band, is happily 
married, and lives in Hanover in a former one-room school. 
 
Craig Wheeler, Director, Development Services 
One Government Way 
Somersworth, NH 03878 
Telephone:  (603) 692-9519                       Email:         cwheeler@somersworth.com 
 

Craig Wheeler is an experienced planning professional who currently serves as Director of Development Services for Somersworth New Hampshire, 
who possesses over 30 years of public service to New Hampshire communities. He has worked in Portsmouth, Concord, Raymond and Salem, MA 
in affiliated positions as Planning Director, Director of Community and Economic Development. Mr. Wheeler , while practical in his approach to 
land use and development, understands the dynamic tension that occurs during the development review process and permitting. Mr. Wheeler has also 
spent time in Northern Ireland working with “cross-border” communities on economic revitalization issues surrounding the reopening of the Ulster 
Canal.  Mr. Wheeler is an avid sportsman and enjoys spending time with his family and grandchildren at camp.  


