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General Information/Assistance:

Access Board
Best source of up-to-date information on federal accessibility guidelines.  Can be reached at 1-800-USA-ABLE;


www. access-board.gov.

National Park Service
A small program of the NPS, the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA), provides technical assistance to nonprofit community and municipal groups working on trails, river conservation, and land conservation for parks, wildlife, and greenways.  NH contact - Margaret Watkins, 18 Low Avenue, Concord, NH 03301;  226-3240.  www. nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca.

NH Celebrates Wellness/Livable Walkable Communities Program
     Tools for analyzing linkages among places where people are likely to go in their communities.  Contact - Meredith Cooper, 117 Pleasant Street, Dolloff Bldg, 4th Floor, Concord, NH 03301;  271-6885.  www. nhcw.org.

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, a national organization focused on converting 

abandoned rail corridors to trails, but source of useful information for a variety of trail projects.  www.Railtrails.org.


Trailwrights, Inc.
A nonprofit volunteer organization whose members help 

teach local trail groups/municipalities how to maintain their trails through hands-on sessions and even help with trail design and construction.  Trailwrights, Inc., P.O. Box 1945, Hillsboro, NH 03244. www.trailwrights.org.

Additional useful websites:

U.S. Dept. of Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian Information Centers –


www.walkinginfo.org or www.bicyclinginfo.org

Trails and Greenways Clearinghouse – www.trailsandgreenways.org

National Bicycle and Pedestrian Clearinghouse – www.bikefed.org/clear.htm

Greenways Incorporated – www.greenways.com

Publications:

Complete Guide to Trail Building and Maintenance, Appalachian Mountain 

Club.  Available on line at www.outdoors.org or through local bookstores.  (Low-tech approach)

Trails for the Twenty-First Century, 2nd ed, C.A. Flink, K. Olka, R.M. Searns, 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy.  Published by Island Press.  Available from Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – see website.  (High-tech, multi-use approach)

Building Foot Trails:  A Guide for Towns and Landowners, Ted Bonner.  Greenfield, NH;  547-3914.

The Appalachian Trail Conference and Student Conservation Association, among many groups, have published manuals for low-tech trail construction.  

How Greenways Work:  A Handbook on Ecology, Jonathan Larabee, published 

by the National Park Service and Quebec-Labrador Foundation’s Atlantic Center for the Environment.  Available from the National Park Service Concord office.  (Creating greenways for wildlife and people)

Selected Funding Sources (in no particular order):

Land and Water Conservation Fund
Federal funding administered by the 

State.  Annual grant application cycle for outdoor recreation facilities and protection of open space.  Requires a 50% match.  Municipalities, school districts, counties, and state agencies are eligible to apply.  Contact - Ben Haubrich, Recreation Services Director, PO Box 1856, 172 Pembroke Road, Concord, NH 03302; 271-3556.

TE/CMAC
Federally funded programs supporting pedestrian and bicycle facilities and bicycle safety and education activities at 80% federal-20% local match. Applications submitted through the regional planning commissions to the NH Dept. of Transportation.  For information see www.nhdot.com/business center/programs.  Contact - Michael Pillsbury, 1 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH;  271-2701.

NH Recreational Trails Program

Federal funds for trail maintenance, purchase and lease of trail construction and maintenance equipment, development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities, trail linkages, and acquisition of easements or property for trails.  

Nonprofits and municipalities are eligible, partnerships recommended.  Available for motorized, nonmotorized, and diversified trail purposes. Maximum federal share is 80%.  Contact - Chris Gamache, Bureau of Trails, PO Box 1865, Concord, NH 03301;  271-3254.  See also www.nhtrails.org.  Note: there is also funding through the Trails Bureau generated by registration fees and gas taxes for snowmobile and atv clubs.

Private Foundations, such as Fields Pond (grants range from $2,000 to $5,000 for grassroots conservation efforts that enhance public access to conservation lands, rivers, and other natural resources; www.fieldspond.org), Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI, $500-$5,000, in support of muscle-powered sports including hiking and biking; www.rei.com), Kodak American Greenways Awards/Conservation Fund (offers $500-$2500 in seed money to stimulate greenway, blueway and trail planning and design, www.conservationfund.org), Davis Conservation Foundation ($1,500-$15,000, Falmouth, ME; 207-781-5504).  

There are a number of foundation directories, including one for NH charities available online at www.state.nh.us/nhdoj/CHARITABLE; see also http://fdncenter.org, which publishes The Foundation Directory.  

The NH Charitable Foundation in Concord (225-6641), and its various regional divisions manage a number of funds, some of which might be appropriate for trail projects.

Miscellaneous:

Tea3
Funding for TE/CMAQ, and the NH Recreational Trails Program comes through the Transportation Equity Act (formerly Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act, ISTEA).  This legislation is up for reauthorization for another 6 years in 2003.  There is pressure to switch funding from bike and pedestrian facilities into highways.  For information on bill status and what you can do, see www.tea3.org. 

Upcoming Conference
This year the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s International Trails and Greenways Conference will be held in Providence, RI, June 26-29.  The conference provides an opportunity to meet and learn from the experts.  This year’s themes for concurrent workshops, round table discussions, and mobile workshops are:  smart growth/livable communities practices; seeking diverse partners for trail projects; trail maintenance; making the case for 

trails; creating better, safer, innovative trails; the link between trails and health; and policy and legal issues.  Check Conservancy website for more information.

Liability  NH law protects volunteers engaged in management or maintenance 

activities on municipal trails, landowners, and municipalities from 

liability for property damage and personal injury to recreationists using the property without charge except when an injury was caused intentionally.  See NH RSA 212:34, 231-A, 508:14.  These protections also apply to owners of current use land who allow recreational use without charge and are among the strongest in the country.

Prepared by Margaret Watkins, NH Director, RTCA Program

