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 14th Spring Planning and Zoning Conference 
 

Saturday, April 28, 2007, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Radisson Hotel, Center of New Hampshire, Manchester, NH 

 
 
 
 
 

SPEAKER LIST 
8: 
Arlene Allen, Shoreland Protection Outreach Coordinator 
NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-0862  E-Mail: aallen@des.state.nh.us 
 

Arlene currently works in the Shoreland Section of the NH Department of Environmental Services Wetlands Bureau.  Prior to being the 
Shoreland Outreach Coordinator, she worked in the compliance section of the Wetlands Bureau. She holds a degree in Environmental 
Conservation. Arlene also sits on her town’s conservation commission and assists the planning and zoning board of adjustment. 

 
Carolyn Baldwin, Attorney 
Baldwin, Callen, Hogan & Kidd, PLLC 
101 North State Street, Concord, NH 03301-4351 
Telephone: (603) 225-2855  E-Mail: cbaldwin@bchlaw.xom  
 
Tim Bates, Esquire 
Mitchell and Bates 
25 Beacon Street East, Laconia, NH 03246-3445 
Telephone: (603) 524-3885  E-Mail: tblaw@metrocast.net  
 

Tim served as staff attorney at the New Hampshire Municipal Association for almost three years before joining the Laconia law firm of 
Nighswander, Martin & Mitchell in December 1991. Since then, his Municipal Law practice has included a wide range of matters such 
as defending decisions of local land use boards, tax abatement appeals, public employment disputes, eminent domain proceedings, and 
appellate advocacy before the New Hampshire Supreme Court. His practical experience includes past service as chairman of the planning 
board, member of the zoning board of adjustment, town moderator and selectman. He is a frequent lecturer on Municipal Law topics, and 
is past Chairman of the Bar's Municipal & Governmental Law Section.  In 1995, Tim co-founded the Municipal Law Firm of 
Mitchell & Bates, P.A., which practices only municipal law and which currently represents over 50 municipal clients. 

 
Barbara Bernstein, Granite State Clean Cities Coordinator 
NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-6751  E-Mail: bbernstein@des.state.nh.us 
 

Barbara joined DES in November to manage a CMAQ grant program and to coordinate the Granite State Clean Cities Coali-
tion.  Prior to November, Barbara worked with the WasteCap program for 11 years, encouraging businesses with natural resource conser-
vation including waste management, water conservation and energy efficiency.  Barbara has an MBA/MRP from UMASS.  She has 
two teenage sons and lives with her family in Henniker. 
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Christopher L. Boldt, Esquire 
Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC 
225 Water Street, Exeter, NH 03833-2417 
Telephone: (603) 778-0686  E-Mail: CBoldt@dtclawyers.com 
 

Christopher L. Boldt is a partner at Donahue, Tucker, & Ciandella, PLLC, in the Firm’s Portsmouth, NH office, where he concen-
trates his practice on municipal and real estate/development.  He earned his B.A. from Trinity University in 1984, a Diploma of An-
glo-Irish Literature from Trinity College, Dublin in 1985, and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law in 1988.  Chris 
actively handles matters involving municipal law and taxation, conveyance and title issues, boundary disputes, land use and development 
matters, conservation easements, litigation throughout New Hampshire, appeals to the New Hampshire Supreme Court, and mediation.  
He frequently participates as a volunteer judge in the We the People and Mock Trial competitions sponsored by the New Hampshire Bar 
Association.  In February 2004, Chris was appointed as a member of the NHBA Real Estate Section’s subcommittee in charge of re-
viewing and revising the New Hampshire Title Standards; and that subcommittee’s efforts are currently in the process of approval by the 
NHBA Board of Governors.  Chris is a member of the Rockingham County Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas and the New 
Hampshire Bar Association, where he is a member of the Municipal and Government Law Section, the Real Estate Section and the 
Lawyer’s Assistance Committee.  Chris is a frequent lecturer for the Local Government Center, the Office of Energy and Planning and 
the New Hampshire Bar Association.  

 
Joe Byk, Board of Selectmen Chairman 
Town of Peterborough 
1 Grove Street, Peterborough, NH 03458 
Telephone: (603) 924-2190  E-Mail:  joebyk@gmail.com 
 

Mr. Byk is an attorney with extensive worldwide experience in business development in the technology sector, particularly in the wireless 
and digital imaging space. Mr. Byk served as Director of Legal Affairs at FlashPoint Technology, Inc, a Silicon Valley software com-
pany.  He became the first in-house counsel to Wildfire Communications, Inc. a Boston based telecomm application provider  where he 
developed all transactional processes, including IP development and EEO processes.  Mr. Byk co-founded a business process outsourcing 
company based in Calcutta, India for which he served as the sole US based marketing, CRM, fulfillment and legal/finance agent.  Mr. 
Byk presently advises startup enterprises in both  the technology and green building sectors, and as Chair of the Peterborough, New 
Hampshire  Select Board,  leads local economic development efforts. He initiated free Wi-Fi in downtown Peterborough, a first in New 
Hampshire.  Mr. Byk holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Colgate University and a Juris Doctor degree from University of Connecticut 
Law School. 

 
Melissa L. Coppola, Environmental Information Specialist 
NH Department of Resources and Economic Development - Natural Heritage Bureau 
PO Box 1856, Concord, NH 03302  
Telephone: (603) 271-2215 ext.323 E-Mail: mcoppola@dred.state.nh.us 
 

Melissa provides access to NH Natural Heritage data by doing environmental reviews and answering information requests. She has an 
M.S. in Environmental Studies from Antioch New England Graduate School. Prior to joining NH Natural Heritage, she was a field 
naturalist for MassAudubon, taught New England Flora as adjunct faculty at Antioch, and was a field ecologist/inventory technician 
for both the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests and Moosewood Ecological Services. 

 
Sandy Crystall, Senior Resources Manager 
NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-4193  E-Mail: scrystall@des.state.nh.us 
 

Sandy Crystall is the Senior Resources Manager with the DES Wetlands Bureau.   She has been with NHDES for nine years.  Her 
responsibilities include outreach, publications, guidance, and the Wetlands Bureau’s website content, as well as program management 
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tracking.  Before this position, she was a permitting inspector with the Bureau.  Her non-DES experience includes positions with 
FEMA and the US EPA, and in consulting, covering areas such as flood insurance studies and mapping, evaluation of hazardous 
waste sites, environmental education, and other multidisciplinary environmental projects.  She has a bachelor’s degree in biology, has done 
graduate work in regional planning at the University of Pennsylvania, and is a professional wetlands scientist.  She is a member of her 
town’s Planning Board and Conservation Commission, and Acting Chair of the town’s Drinking Water Protection Committee. 

 
Kerrie Diers, Assistant Director 
Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
115 Main Street, Nashua, NH 03061  
Telephone: (603) 883-0366 ext. 12 E-Mail: KerrieD@nashuarpc.org 
 

Kerrie Diers is the Assistant Director at the Nashua Regional Planning Commission, and has been involved in planning in New 
Hampshire for over a decade at the local, regional and state levels. She received a J.D. from Vermont Law School and a B.A. from Be-
loit College in Wisconsin. Kerrie is a member of the NH Bar, Municipal and Governmental Law Section, and serves on the Executive 
Committee of the NH Planners Association.   

 
Terese A. Dwyer-Desjardins, Planning Board Member 
City of Rochester, Department of Planning and Development 
31 Wakefield Street, Rochester, NH 03867 
Telephone: (603) 335-1338  E-Mail: lilacnh@aol.com 
 

Terese A. Dwyer-Desjardins of Rochester, NH has been in education since 1981.  Her experience includes working as a special educa-
tion teacher, coordinator of special educational services, mentor teacher, supervising teacher, college instructor, trained in the Wilson Read-
ing Program, and is a trained DIBEL evaluator. She has also developed learning disabilities programs, summer programs for special 
needs students and presented workshops on development of individualized educational programs. Ms. Dwyer-Desjardins has assisted 
American Guidance Service in re-norming national assessment test and is currently an educational evaluator for the Rochester School 
District.  Ms. Dwyer-Desjardins received her undergraduate degree from Rivier College in Nashua NH with a major in Elementary 
Education, Learning Disabilities and a minor in general special education. Later, she completed her Master of Education Degree from 
Antioch College in the area of Supervision and Administration.  Ms. Dwyer-Desjardins is currently working on her Ph.D.  She has 
been a member of the Rochester Planning Board since 1998, was elected Vice-Chair in 2004, and was elected to her current position as 
Chair in 2006.  

 
John Edgar, Town Planner 
Town of Meredith 
41 Main Street, Meredith, NH 03253 
Telephone: (603) 279-4538   E-Mail:  jedgar@meredithnh.org 
 

John received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Montclair State College in 1981.  His career in local government administra-
tion includes twenty three years of professional experience.  He currently serves as the Town Planner for the Town of Meredith, a position 
he has held since 1988.   He received his accreditation as a professional planner from the American Institute of Certified Planners in 
1995.   In 2004 John received the Nelson B. Robinson Award from the Jordan Institute recognizing his ability to work collaboratively 
across the disciplines of public health, the environment and economics.   John has served on numerous state, regional and local study com-
mittees dealing with a wide variety of planning issues including non-point pollution, affordable housing, shoreline protection, corridor plan-
ning and watershed management.   
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Jeanie Forrester, Executive Director 
Greater Meredith Main Street Program 
PO Box 1417, 3 Water Street, Meredith, NH 03253 
Telephone: (603) 279-9015  E-Mail: jlf@worldpath.net 
 

Jeanie Forrester is the Executive Director of the Greater Meredith Program, an award-winning NH Main Street community.  She also 
serves as Town Administrator in Tuftonboro, New Hampshire. Jeanie was Executive Director of Plymouth Main Street, Inc. working 
on community revitalization efforts.  Other work experience includes executive level positions in government, politics, and business. 
 
She holds a BA in Political Science from the University of New Hampshire, a Masters of Business Administration from the Whittemore 
School of Business & Economics, UNH, certification in Economic Development from the New Hampshire Economic Development 
Certification Program and just recently received certification as a CMSM (Certified Main Street Manager) from The National Trust 
Main Street Center. 

 
Peter Francese, Director of Demographic Forecasts (KEYNOTE SPEAKER) 
New England Economic Partnership 
Telephone: (603) 778-1779  E-Mail:   peter@francese.com 
 

Peter Francese is a widely recognized demographics and consumer marketing expert. He founded American Demographics Magazine 
(now part of Advertising Age) and speaks and writes frequently on demographic and consumer trends. He also writes a monthly column 
for the New Hampshire Association of Realtors. Francese is currently the Demographic Trends Analyst for the worldwide advertising 
agency Ogilvy & Mather.  Last year the New England Economic Partnership appointed him to be their Director of Demographic Fore-
casts.   
 
His most recent book is titled: Marketing Insights to Help Your Business Grow and he is the recipient of the Silver Bell Award from the 
Advertising Council for distinguished public service. His next book, Communities & Consequences, on the future of New Hampshire 
and New England will be published in the summer of 2007. He is a graduate of Cornell University and lives in Exeter, New Hamp-
shire.  

 
Benjamin Frost, AICP, Housing Awareness Coordinator 
NH Housing Finance Authority 
32 Constitution Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 
Telephone:  (603) 310-9361  E-Mail:   bfrost@nhhfa.org 
 

Ben Frost is the coordinator of the Housing Awareness Program at New Hampshire Housing.  His work includes assisting 
local and regional workforce housing coalitions statewide, and developing and delivering programs to increase public and busi-
ness community involvement in promoting the development of affordable housing.  Previously he was employed as a Senior 
Planner with the NH Office of Energy and Planning, as the executive director of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional 
Planning Commission (NH/VT), and as a planner and administrator in local and regional government in several states 
throughout the region.  Frost is an attorney admitted to practice in New Hampshire, and is also a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners.  He serves on the executive boards of the New Hampshire Municipal Lawyers Association 
and both the New Hampshire Planners Association and the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning 
Association.  Frost is a graduate of Colgate University (B.A., Geography), Syracuse University (M.A., Geography), and 
Cornell Law School (J.D., Business Law and Regulation/Public Administration).  He is presently working toward a Ph.D. 
in Community Economic Development at Southern New Hampshire University with a focus on the impact of local regulation 
on housing affordability.  He lives in Milford, New Hampshire.   
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Pat Garvin, Senior Economic Development Planner 
North Country Council 
107 Glessner Road, Bethlehem, NH 03574 
Telephone: (603) 444-6303  E-Mail: pgarvin@nccouncil.org   
 

Pat is a senior Economic Development Planner for North Country Council.  Previously, she worked with the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) program at the former Office of State Planning/Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA) for 10 
years, where she worked on economic development projects which included municipal infrastructure, business lending, real estate develop-
ment, and micro-finance and training.  Pat is a former teacher and business owner. She has a MS CED from Southern NH University 
and a BA from Queens College, NYC. 

 
Jennifer Gilbert, CFM, Principal Planner 
NH Office of Energy and Planning 
57 Regional Drive, Suite 3, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-2155  E-Mail: jennifer.gilbert@nh.gov 
 

Jennifer Gilbert is a Water Resources Planner and the Assistant State Coordinator for the National Flood Insurance Program for the 
NH Office of Energy and Planning (OEP). Jennifer has been with OEP since May 2005. For six years prior, Jennifer worked as an 
Environmental Planner for private sector planning firms preparing Environmental Impact Statements and conducting public outreach 
activities for both highway and airport projects.  Jennifer has a B.S. in Environmental Planning and Environmental Science from the 
University of Wisconsin - Green Bay, and a M.A. in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee.  
Jennifer became a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM) through the Association of State Floodplain Managers in June 2006. 

 
Charles Grassie, Rochester City Councilor & Stratham Town Planner 
Town of Stratham 
10 Bunker Hill Avenue, Stratham, NH 03885 
Telephone: (603) 772-7391   E-Mail: strathamplanner@comcast.net 
 

Chuck Grassie, the current Stratham, NH Town Planner, has over 20 years of Planning and Development experience.  First serving for 
10 years on the Rochester Planning Board as the City Council’s representative, he worked several years as a project developer and redevel-
opment director for a local Rochester development firm, and then joined the public sector as the longest serving Town Planner for the Town 
of Alton, NH.  Chuck was the first Town Planner for the Town of Raymond where he instituted its first GIS system and Conservation 
Subdivision ordinance.  Chuck is currently serving his 22nd year on the Rochester City Council where he chairs the Community Develop-
ment Committee and the Comprehensive Rezoning Committee.  Way back in the mid 1970’s Chuck served as a Rochester State Repre-
sentative for 10 years.  He has worked locally, regionally and state wide on a broad range of planning and community issues.  This last 
year Chuck received his Master Roads Scholar designation from the UNH Technology Transfer Center.  He is married to current State 
Representative Anne Grassie has 3 grown children who never seem to want to leave home and 4 grandchildren who seem to be taking 
more and more time away from his volunteer activities.  

 
Jason Hoch, Town Manager 
Town of Plaistow 
Town Hall, 145 Main Street, Plaistow, NH 03865 
Telephone: (603) 382-5200  E-Mail:  tmsecretary@plaistown.com 
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Bruce Hyman, Senior Transportation & Community Planner 
Wilbur Smith Associates 
59 Middle Street, Portland, ME 04101 
Telephone: (207) 871-1785  E-Mail: BHyman@WilburSmith.com 
 

Bruce A. Hyman, AICP, is a Senior Transportation and Community Planner in Wilbur Smith Associate’s Portland, Maine office.  
He has worked for WSA for ten years.  Bruce earned a Bachelors degree in engineering and has done graduate work in regional/land use 
planning.  He conducts and manages multi-modal transportation planning and community planning projects.  Bruce’s specialties include: 
Land Use - Transportation Integration Studies; Regional/Statewide Planning; Bicycle - Pedestrian Systems and Facilities Planning/
Design; and, designing and executing Public Involvement programs. 

 
Kathy La Plante, Director 
NH Main Street Center 
14 Dixon Avenue, Suite 102, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 223-9942 Ext. 224 E-Mail: klaplante@nhmainstreet.org 

 
Kathy La Plante will be starting a new position as Program Officer for the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s National Main 
Street Center in Washington DC on May 1, 2007. Prior to accepting this position she served as the Director of the New Hampshire 
Main Street Center, since September 1996.  She was responsible for organizing the statewide Main Street Program and assisting commu-
nities with implementing local Main Street programs, including the towns and cities of: Littleton, Milford, Lancaster, Berlin, Durham, 
Meredith, Derry, Plymouth, Wilton, Dover, Goffstown, Jaffrey, Claremont, Hillsborough, Tilton, Enfield, Colebrook, Concord, Laco-
nia, Somersworth, Ossipee, Lisbon, and Rochester.  In 2002, Milford Main Street received the prestigious Great American Main Street 
Award, recognizing it as one of the top five Downtown revitalization programs in the country.  In 2003, Littleton was also honored with 
the Great American Main Street designation.  
 
New Hampshire has seen extraordinary economic results in its Main Street communities.  In less than ten years, over $173 million has 
been reinvested by the private sector in the first twenty-two NH Main Street communities.  Additionally, almost $65 million has been 
invested in these Downtowns by the public sector, for a total investment of $238,000,000 for both the public and private sectors. They 
have experienced a net gain of 929 new businesses and 2,900 new jobs.  Three hundred and nine new housing units have also been added 
to these Downtowns.  

 
Roger Larochelle, Executive Director 
Squam Lakes Conservation Society 
PO Box 696, Holderness, NH 03245 
Telephone: (603) 968-7900  E-Mail: roger@squamlakes.com 
 

Roger is the executive director of the Squam Lakes Conservation Society, a land trust conserving 68 properties and more than 16 miles of 
shoreline in the Squam Lakes watershed.  Roger is a graduate of UNH and chairs the Hebron Planning Board. 

 
Lee Agricultural Committee 
Town of Lee 
7 Mast Road, Lee, NH 03824 
Telephone: (603) 659-5414 

 
Members of the Lee Agriculture Committee will share their experience working with town boards on master planning, barn preservation, 
tax assessment, farmers' market development and other activities to make Lee a more farm friendly community.  
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Paul Leveille, High Performance Building Coordinator 
The Jordan Institute 
18 Low Avenue, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 717-7060  E-Mail:  pleveille@thejordaninstitute.org 

 
Paul Leveille manages the High-Performance Buildings program for the Jordan Institute.  www.thejordaninstitute.org  The Jordan Insti-
tute’s mission is “to help communities enhance the health of people and the environment in ways that make economic sense.” There, he is 
working with interested parties to integrate ecological design, energy-efficiency, pollution prevention, indoor environmental quality, and com-
munity character in site and building design, construction, and operation and maintenance.  He is providing consulting services on several 
LEED (www.usgbc.org) projects in the state. 
 
Paul is the past Director of Facilities for the Society for the Protection of NH Forests, NH's oldest and largest conservation organization.  
Among facilities he oversaw was the award-winning Conservation Center - a showcase of passive solar design.  Leveille oversaw lighting 
upgrades, installation of the largest utility inter-tie solar electric system in NH and a central woodchip-fired heating system at the center.  
He oversaw the addition of an 11,400 sf state-of-the-art wing incorporating a super-insulated air tight envelope, daylighting, local materi-
als, composting toilets, full greywater recycling system, non-toxic materials and more.  The project was New England’s first LEED certi-
fied building and earned a Gold rating. 
 
Paul chairs the Environmental Guild whose mission is "to collaborate individual sustainable design resources into a collective force that 
can bring about appropriate change."  The Guild is the "Committee on the Environment" of the NH chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects.  He has two degrees in Engineering and in the process of building a passive-solar, super-insulated home, expected to be the 
first LEED certified home in NH. 

 
Bernie Lucey, Senior Engineer 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau, NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-2952  E-Mail:  blucey@des.state.nh.us 
 

Bernie Lucey has been a Sanitary Engineer for the NH Department of Environmental Services for the past 33 years.  Before joining the 
state he was instructor for 20 years at Lowell University. Bernie holds a bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Northeasthern University 
in Boston, MA. 

  
Bart Mayer, Esquire 
Upton & Hatfield, LLP 
10 Centre Street, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 224-7791  E-Mail: bmayer@upton-hatfield.com 
 

Barton Mayer is a partner at the law firm of Upton and Hatfield, LLP.  He represents over 24 municipalities.  Prior to joining Upton 
& Hatfield, he was the legal counsel for the New Hampshire Municipal Association (now known as the Local Government Center) 
between 1980 and 1986.  He has been a guest lecturer for the New Hampshire Bar Association, Franklin Pierce Law Center, the Mu-
nicipal Law Lecture series sponsored by the LGC and the Office of Energy and Planning. 

 
Jillian McCarthy, Non-Point Pollution Specialist 
NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-8475  E-Mail: jmccarthy@des.state.nh.us 
 

Jillian McCarthy graduated from the University of New Hampshire with a B.S. in Environmental Conservation and Water Resource 
Management.  She is currently a Nonpoint Source Pollution Specialist with the Watershed Management Bureau at NH DES.  Jillian’s 
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work focuses on stormwater management including illicit discharge detection & elimination, and providing technical assistance to munici-
palities, landowners, and watershed organizations to develop and implement solutions to water quality problems associated with nonpoint 
source pollution. 

 
Lorraine Stuart Merrill 
NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture 
P.O. Box 176, Stratham, NH 03885 
Telephone: (603) 772-6398  E-Mail: lorraine.merrill@comcast.net  
 

Lorraine Stuart Merrill is the author of Creating an Agriculture Commission in Your Hometown (http://extension.unh.edu/Pubs/
AgPubs/AgComm.pdf). She is a writer and dairy farmer from Stratham, and a founding member of the NH Coalition for Sustaining 
Agriculture. Her work as a journalist and technical writer specializing in agriculture, planning and the environment has included the 
OEP Technical Bulletin Preserving Rural Character: The Agriculture Connection, and Achieving Smart Growth in New Hampshire.  
Lorraine and her husband John received the American Farmland Trust’s 2003 Steward of the Land Award for “outstanding leadership 
at the national, state, and local levels in protecting farmland and caring for the environment.” Lorraine currently is a Food & Society 
Policy Fellow, supported by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  

 
Luc Monzies 
Union Mill and Company 
PO Box 146, West Peterborough, NH 03468-0146 
Telephone:  (603) 924-2032  E-Mail:   unionmill@verizon.net 

 
Luc Monzies, a native of France has been living in New Hampshire’s Monadnock Region for the past nine years.  Carpentry and ma-
sonry have provided Luc with a decent living and a fair amount of satisfaction.  A desire to be “greener” has always driven Luc to look 
into innovative ways of doing things.  Luc and a group of family and friends have combined their passions for construction, people and 
technology to transform an old mill into an exciting place to work and live.   This adaptive reuse project has been underway for the past 
year and a half and will be complete by summer of 2006.  The building is fossil fuel free; natural building materials are being used 
throughout, and conservation of energy and resources has been an integral part of the guiding philosophy behind this endeavor. Organic 
edible landscaping will adorn this once industrial site and hopefully inspire more of this sort of development.  

 
New Hampshire Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture 
Contact: Nada Haddad 
University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 
113 North Road, Brentwood, NH 03833 
Telephone: (603) 679-5616 

 
The New Hampshire Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture works to enhance the social, economic and environmental sustainability of 
agriculture in New Hampshire. This informal network of organizations and individuals brings together members of the farm community 
and the non-farming public with agricultural and community development professionals to implement a shared vision: Agriculture is a 
valued and vital part of New Hampshire’s economy, environment and communities. A dynamic agriculture makes New Hampshire a 
better place to live, work, and visit. The future of agriculture in New Hampshire depends on profitable farms that can nurture families 
and be passed on to future generations. Members of the Coalition have developed a guide, “Creating an Agricultural Commission in Your Home-
town” and a PowerPoint presentation that can be used to explain and introduce this new municipal board to NH communities. These materials are 
available at http://extension.unh.edu/.  
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Arthur H. Nickless, Jr., President 
Norway Plains Associates, Inc. 
PO Box 249, Rochester, NH 03866-0249 
Telephone: (603) 335-3948  E-Mail: Norway@metrocast.net 
 

Arthur H. Nickless, Jr., has been President of Norway Plains Associates, Inc., Rochester, NH since 1986.  He is a licensed land sur-
veyor in New Hampshire and Maine, and a licensed Septic System Designer in New Hampshire.  He is a member of the New Hamp-
shire Land Surveyors Association and the Maine Society Of Land Surveyors.  His volunteer activities include being a Commissioner of 
the Rochester Housing Authority since 1991 and Chair since 1994, a member of the Pease Development Authority since 1996 and its 
Chair since 2005, a Trustee of the Roger Allen Recreation Association since 1997, and a member of the Rochester Comprehensive Re-
zoning Committee since 2003.  He regularly appears before Planning Boards representing clients proposing subdivisions and other devel-
opment.  

 
Chris Northrop, AICP, Principal Planner 
NH Office of Energy and Planning 
57 Regional Drive, Suite 3, Concord, NH 03301-8519 
Telephone: (603) 271-2155  E-Mail: chris.northrop@nh.gov 
 

Chris Northrop has been a principal planner with the NH Office of Energy and Planning (formerly the Office of State Planning) since 
1996.  Prior to working for the state, Northrop worked for the Town of Plymouth for 16 years in the Parks and Recreation Department 
and as the town’s first Community Planner from 1987 until 1996. Northrop is one of several principal planners in the Municipal and 
Regional Planning Assistance section of OEP providing general information about planning and land use regulation; researching various 
planning topics and issues; distributing technical bulletins, handbooks, videos and other materials; and administering the Plan-link 
listserv. 
 
Northrop is past-president of the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association and was secretary of the NH 
Planners Association from 1994 to 2001. Northrop holds a Bachelors degree from the University of New Hampshire and is active in a 
volunteer wilderness search and rescue organization in Hanover.  

 
Kenneth N. Ortmann, Director 
Department of Planning and Development, City of Rochester 
31 Wakefield Street, Rochester, NH 03867 
Telephone: (603) 335-1338  E-Mail: kenn.ortmann@rochesternh.net 
 

Kenneth N. Ortmann has been the Director of Planning and Development in Rochester for over 14 years, twice serving briefly as Acting 
City Manager.  His public service also includes three years as a Principal Planner with the NH Office of State Planning and a short 
stint as Alton Town Planner.  His Department is responsible for the Planning, Zoning, Community Development, and Conservation 
Commission functions of the City.  The Department provides advice, guidance, and staff support to the Planning Board, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment (ZBA), the Conservation Commission, the Historic District Commission, and the City Council. The Department 
also provides technical and general assistance to residents, landowners, developers, attorneys, engineers and other interested persons regard-
ing planning, the subdivision of land, commercial plans, and industrial development in Rochester.  He has also several years in the private 
sector as the Vice President of an Asset Management Group, as a Senior Planner with Provan & Lorber, Inc, and as the Director of 
Planning and Development for a private Real Estate Development company.  

 
Emily Paulus, Preservation Planner 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street, 2nd floor, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-6628  E-Mail: emily.paulus@dcr.nh.gov 
 

Emily Paulus is the Preservation Planner with the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources, where she works closely with local 
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 governments to implement and strengthen historic preservation tools and policies.  She also coordinates the Division’s Certified Local Gov-
ernment program.  Ms. Paulus came to New Hampshire from Washington, DC, where she was an Architectural Historian in the city’s 
Historic Preservation Office.  Ms. Paulus has extensive experience administering historic districts, conducting design review, and working 
with Historic District Commissions.  She holds a BA in Art History from the University of Rhode Island and a MA in Historic Pres-
ervation from the University of Delaware.  

 
Pierce Rigrod, Principal Planner 
NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-0688  E-Mail: prigrod@des.state.nh.us 
 

Pierce Rigrod is a Principal Planner within the Drinking Water Source Protection Program where he is involved in assisting community 
boards and staff in developing strategies to protect their drinking water. Pierce is a board member of the NH Planner’s Association’s 
Executive Committee. He holds a master’s in regional planning and, prior to DES, was a professional planner and GIS manager at the 
Nashua Regional Planning Commission. 

 
Ansel Sanborn, Project Manager 
NH Department of Transportation 
7 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03302 
Telephone: (603) 271-3344  E-Mail: asanborn@dot.state.nh.us 
 

Ansel Sanborn retired from the position of Administrator of the Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance at the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation (DOT). In addition to Planning and Community Assistance, Ansel  worked in Highway Design, Bridge 
Design, Municipal Highways, and as a project manager in his thirty-six year DOT career.  Ansel represented NHDOT in the develop-
ment of “Challenges and Changes Managing Growth in NH”.  He serves on the Board of Directors of Concord 2020 and formerly on 
the Board of Directors of the NH Main Street Center. Recently, Ansel returned part time to NHDOT as a project manager working 
on the Long Range Transportation Plan and the I-93 Corridor Community Technical Assistance Program [CTAP]. He holds a Bache-
lors of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of New Hampshire and is a Professional Engineer in New Hampshire.  

 
Paul G. Sanderson, Esquire 
Local Government Center 
PO Box 617, Concord, NH  03302-0617 
Telephone: (603) 224-7447  E-Mail:   psanderson@nhlgc.org 
 

Paul G. Sanderson, Esq., has been a Staff Attorney at Local Government Center since 2004, and was admitted to practice in Maine 
and New Hampshire since 1978. Municipal government experience includes service as a member of the planning boards of Kittery, 
Maine and Greenland, NH, member of the zoning board of adjustment in Greenland, NH and currently a Selectman for the Town of 
Greenland. In state government, Paul served as Hearings Examiner for the NH Department of Transportation, adjudicating disputes 
involving access permits, railroad crossings, and contract claims, and drafting administrative rules and policies for the department. Paul 
served as a trainer for the UNH T2 "Road Scholar" program on issues of road and access law, and together with other LGC attorneys, 
conducts frequent workshops on issues of municipal law for local officials in New Hampshire.  
 

Mark Scarano, Executive Director 
Grafton County Economic Development Council 
10 N. Main Street, Bristol, NH 03222  
Telephone: (603) 744-2393  E-Mail: mscarano@graftoncountyedc.org 
 

Mark Scarano was recently hired as Executive Director of the Grafton County Economic Development Council (GCEDC), an eight 
year old non-profit organization dedicated to business attraction and business retention.    
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Scarano grew up in northern Maine and graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern Maine and a master’s degree 
from the Iowa State University of Science and Technology.  Upon returning to Maine, he managed Senator Olympia Snowe’s Bangor 
office and represented her on constituency issues in Maine’s easternmost counties.  Mark cut his economic development teeth as Community 
Development Director in Millinocket before being hired by the Piscataquis County Economic Development Council as their Business 
Development Director and, subsequently, Executive Director.  In that position, he led successful efforts to attract two manufacturers to 
Piscataquis County; both of which have created over 150 jobs.  He also organized an effort to have the State of Maine fund $1.2 million 
for a center for higher education and enacted tourism development initiatives that will help diversify that county’s natural resource based 
economy.  
 
Scarano is currently focused on expanding the business assistance services of the GCEDC, developing incubator space in the Town of 
Plymouth, and growing the Council’s $1.5 million revolving business loan fund. 

 
Adrian Scott Fine, Northeast Field Office Director 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
6401 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 
Telephone: (215) 848-8033  E-Mail: adrian_fine@nthp.org 
 

As Director for the Northeast Field Office of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Adrian Scott Fine coordinates the National 
Trust programs and advocacy efforts of the office in Philadelphia, serving the states of Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  Through 
the National Trust’s network of regional and field offices, the organization works to build an organized and strong preservation movement 
and save historic places.  The National Trust provides technical assistance, advice, funding and support to assist local and statewide pres-
ervation efforts.  He is a co-author of the recent National Trust publication, Protecting America’s Historic Neighborhoods; Taming the 
Teardown Trend.   
 
Prior to joining the National Trust in 2000, Mr. Fine was with Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, the nation's largest state-
wide private nonprofit preservation organization.  He coordinated the Circuit Rider program in northern Indiana providing direct services 
to local government planning and preservation programs.  As coordinator for the Indiana Alliance of Historic District Commissions, he 
provided training for the state’s preservation commissions and successfully worked to adopt new state enabling legislation for historic preser-
vation.  He graduated from Ball State University in 1992 with degrees in Urban Planning and Development, Environmental Design 
and Historic Preservation.     

 
Susan Slack, Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
PO Box 2036, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Telephone: (603) 539-7095  Email:  susanslack@mac.com 
 

Susan Slack is a municipal attorney and is the former legal services counsel at the Local Government Center (New Hampshire Munici-
pal Association). She is the past chair of the Municipal and Governmental Law Section of the New Hampshire Bar Association and 
has lectured widely on a variety of municipal issues including land use, zoning and planning, roads and access law, town meeting and the 
municipal budget law. She earned a bachelor's degree in journalism from Ohio University and a J.D. from Franklin Pierce Law Center. 

 
Sylvia Von Aulock, Town Planner 
Town of Exeter 
10 Front Street, Exeter, NH 03833  
Telephone: (603) 778-0591  E-Mail: svonaulock@exeternh.org 
 

Sylvia earned a Bachelors Degree in Civil Engineering from Rutgers University in 1981, and in 1985 was awarded a Masters in Land-
scape Architecture from SUNY in Syracuse.  She has over 20 years experience in civil engineering, planning, and landscape architecture.  
Her focus has been in the public sector, working in a variety of settings from New Jersey to Seattle, Washington and most recently Exeter, 
New Hampshire.  For almost 8 years, Sylvia has been working as Exeter’s Town Planner.  
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David R. Wunsch, Ph. D., State Geologist and Director 
New Hampshire Geological Survey, NH Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 
Telephone: (603) 271-6482  E-Mail: dwunsch@des.state.nh.us 
 

David R. Wunsch, Ph.D., is the State Geologist and Director of the New Hampshire Geological Survey, a unit of the NH Department 
of Environmental Services. He is also an adjunct professor at the University of New Hampshire, and a visiting scholar at Dartmouth 
College. Previously, he spent 15 years in the Water Section of the Kentucky Geological Survey, where he served as the coordinator of the 
Coal-Field Hydrology Program. Dr. Wunsch was also an adjunct professor in the Department of Geological Sciences at the University of 
Kentucky, where he taught classes in low-temperature geochemistry and applied hydrogeology. 
 
Dr. Wunsch earned a Ph.D. in hydrogeology from the University of Kentucky, and has authored or co-authored 53 publications, includ-
ing the geochemical evolution of ground water, hydrogeology and engineering geology associated with mining, and the use of remote sensing 
and GIS to locate high-yield water wells. He was awarded the University of Kentucky Chapter of Sigma Xi Outstanding Graduate Re-
search Paper award in 1988 for “High Barium Concentrations in Ground Water in Eastern Kentucky.”  

 


