Excerpt from the National Park Service "CLG" web site

http://www2.cr.nps.gov/clg/clgquest.htm

	


CLG Questions & Answers

What are the benefits of being a CLG? 
The benefits to local governments from participating in the CLG program are numerous. While CLG grants generally represent a relatively small amount of funds, they have often been used as seed money to attract funding from local government or other sources. Also, in many cases, the products generated by CLG grants have provided credibility to a fledgling local historic preservation program. Beyond being just a source of funds, the CLG program has helped institutionalize historic preservation and give it legitimacy as a function of local government. Since the local government staff working in the program are often in the local planning office, the CLG program has helped forge critical connections between historic preservation and land use planning. Similarly, the CLG program has led to increased cooperation between local preservationists and the State Historic Preservation Office and resulted in a strengthened statewide preservation network. 

Where does funding for CLG grants come from? 
Funding for grants to Certified Local Governments comes from the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF), a Federal grants program appropriated by the U.S. Congress and administered by the National Park Service (NPS), which provides financial support to State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs) and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Under the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, SHPOs are required to award at least 10% of their annual HPF monies to CLGs in their State. (Some States have additional State funds for CLGs). 

What types of projects are eligible for CLG funding? 
HPF grants to Certified Local Governments have funded a wide variety of local historic preservation projects. Projects eligible for funding and the criteria used to select them are developed yearly by each SHPO. CLG project types that have been funded include the following: architectural, historical, archeological surveys, and oral histories that help identify significant properties; preparation of nominations to the National Register of Historic Places; research and development of historic context information; staff work for historic preservation commissions, including designation of properties under local landmarks ordinances; writing or amending preservation ordinances; preparation of preservation plans; public information and education activities; publication of historic sites inventories; development and publication of design guidelines; preparation of zoning studies; development and publication of walking/driving tours; development of slide/tape shows, videotapes; training for commission members and staff; development of architectural drawings and specifications; preparation of facade studies or condition assessments; rehabilitation or restoration of properties individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places or contributing to a National Register historic district. 

(
New Hampshire postscript:  The CLG program is a flexible and innovative tool that helps communities to identify, preserve, and manage their cultural resources.  Newington used a CLG grant to nominate its Town Forest (the oldest town forest in the United States) to the National Register, and used a subsequent CLG grant to hire a professional forester to prepare a forest management plan which also addresses management of the cultural resources within the town forest (and other historic forested lands owned by the town).  This plan, in turn, has been extremely valuable for the Historic District Commission and the town in their dealings with the Air Force, Pease Development Authority, and more recently the PNGTS pipeline project; and it has helped the commission and the town to secure appropriate treatment and mitigation for cultural resources that may be affected by these (and other) federally funded and licensed projects.  Newington is now using a series of CLG grants to investigate, document, and care for the town's prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, and to develop appropriate municipal policies, regulatory mechanisms, and educational outreach programs for their protection.  Other CLG communities have similar success stories to share.

