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New Hampshire Council on

Resources and Development
Office of Energy and Planning

57 Regional Drive, Concord, NH 03301

Voice: 603-271-2155 | Fax: 603-271-2615

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964

CORD Meeting
Thursday, October 5, 2006

Office of Energy and Planning

57 Regional Drive, Concord, NH

Time 9:30 A.M.
 FINAL AGENDA

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS
II. MINUTES:
A. Approval of CORD Meeting Minutes of July 12, 2006.  Draft minutes attached to this email.

III. DISPOSAL OF STATE OWNED SURPLUS LAND REVIEW (SLR) (Note: The order in which these are taken may change at the Council’s request).

A.
MEREDITH (Woodaman)





   SLR 05-013


LEASE of 75 feet of frontage on Lake Winnipesaukee

July 12, 2006 Discussion: Mr. Drew, DES, began the discussion by stating that Mr. Woodaman’s application to the DES was approved on June 30, 2006, file # 2006-761.  A response from the Attorney General’s Office to CORD’s request for legal analysis of the Woodaman deed has not yet been received.  Mr. Barker, DOT, voiced his concern about safe crossing over the rail line and stated that RSA 373:1 dictates that the State must grant Mr. Woodaman a crossing.  Mr. Carpenter noted that Mr. Woodaman’s deed provides a right to cross the rail line.  Mr. Barker noted that a dock belonging to Mr. Woodaman exists.

July 12, 2006 Action: This item remained on the table from the April 6, 2006 meeting pending more information from the Attorney General’s office regarding overlapping authority.  Chairman Ignatius will contact the Attorney General’s Office 

for a response.  A final opinion will be offered following CORD’s review of the Attorney General’s findings.


ACTION:
Formal vote required.  

B.
LACONIA







SLR 06-007

Request to lease 383 feet of frontage on Lake Winnipesaukee

The Department of Transportation, Bureau of Rail & Transit, proposes to lease 383 feet of lakefront on Lake Winnipesaukee to Gerard L. Stevens (Scenic Ledges Condominiums) to allow permitting of a dock and construction of a pedestrian crossing as provided in RSA 228:57-a.  This law allows leases of State-owned railroad property to landowners whose property is separated from public waters by the railroad, for the purposes of constructing docks or mooring fields.  The applicant owns property abutting the State-owned railroad corridor in Laconia.

STAFF REPORT

30-day review period ended July 23, 2006.

Transportation:  No comment.

Health and Human Services:  No objection.
Housing Finance Authority:  No comment.
Agriculture, Markets, and Food: No comment.

Fish and Game:  Recommends against disposal.

Rivers Management Advisory Committee:  Not applicable.

Resources and Economic Development:  No objection.

Lakes Management Advisory Committee:  Recommends against disposal based on:

· The construction or the installation of a structure in the water has the potential to negatively impact water quality.

· Potential for increased non-point pollution in the area of the proposed lease.

· The area of the proposed lease has been identified as potential habitat for wintering eagles, a state endangered species.

· The surface area of the lake near the proposed lease is presently available to the public.  If the lease is granted and a dock is installed, this surface area will no longer be accessible to the public.

· The proposed lease is between two of the most active points on the lake (Weirs Beach and Meredith Bay).

See letter on file.

Environmental Services:  Notes that any structures must comply with the standards of the Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act.  See letter on file.

Public Waters Access Advisory Board:  Recommends against disposal.  See letter on file.
Division of Historical Resources:  No objection.

Laconia Planning and Community Development:  Requests that CORD delay its decision until the Planning Board has had a chance to request an application from the developer.  A dock or community beach was not part of the approval granted by the Planning Board to the developer as part of the 12 unit condo project across from the subject parcel.  The proposal needs to be reviewed for zoning compliance.  The board is concerned with potential impacts to the shoreline and traffic/parking issues that may occur.  See letter on file.

Laconia Conservation Commission: Recommends against disposal based on the following:

· State owned shorefront parcels minimize the impacts of intense shoreline development.

· Granting of the lease may adversely impact aquatic habitat, decrease shoreline stability, remove shoreline vegetation, and possibly create the need for dredging or filling.

· Lake Winnipesaukee and Paugus Bay are the water supply to Laconia and portions of Gilford and Belmont.  The best way to maintain water quality is to maintain the watershed’s natural condition.

· The Conservation Commission requires additional information to make an informed decision.

· The Conservation Commission feels granting the lease may be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act.

· The potential cumulative impact of converting miles of State-owned shorefront property in Laconia were leases also permitted for each eligible property owner would reduce public access to shoreland.

See letter on file.

July 12, 2006 Discussion: Mr. Drew stated the DES has not had enough time to review or evaluate this request.  Mr. Lynch stated Fish and Game did review it and will be recommending against it.  Mr. Carpenter stated DRED has not yet reviewed it.

Mr. Pisapia of the Lake Winnipesaukee Watershed Association asked what type of public notification process is in place for these requests, specifically notifying the Lake Winnipesaukee Watershed Association.  Mr. Helm replied that comments are generally solicited from the respective town/city managers, boards of commissioners, and regional planning commissions, along with CORD members.  The information should then be communicated via town/council meetings.  Mr. Pisapia requested that CORD notify the Lake Winnipesaukee Watershed Association of future projects proposed in the Lakes Region and will provide Mr. Helm with contact information.

July 12, 2006 Action:  MOVED by Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. Lynch, that this request be tabled as the project review period is still open, concerns have been noted, and there has been insufficient time for agencies to adequately review the project.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0.
ACTION:
Formal vote required.
C.
FRANCONIA/LINCOLN





SLR 06-009

Request to exchange land in Franconia Notch SP with US Forest Service land

The Department of Resources and Development requests authorization to surplus Second Presidential State Forest in exchange for land owned by the United States Forest Service.  Both properties abut Franconia Notch State Park and are located in the towns of Lincoln and Franconia respectively.  The land abuts USFS land on two sides and is heavily forested with a series of maintained recreational trails in and around the scenic Harvard Brook and Georgiana Falls.  The property was originally transferred to DRED from DOT in 2003.  The transfer was subject to a number of conditions set forth in a Memorandum of Understanding.  These conditions will be passed along with the property to the USFS.  In return, the State would receive a portion of USFS land that abuts the northern end of Franconia Notch State Park.  The transfer would provide DRED with the opportunity to link Cannon Mountain Ski Area to other lands DRED acquired in 1990 that include the now dormant Mittersill Ski Area.

STAFF REPORT

30-day review period with an extension ended August 18, 2006.

Transportation: No comment.

Health and Human Services:  No objection.
Housing Finance Authority:.  No comment.
Agriculture, Markets, and Food: No objection.

Fish and Game:  No objection.

Rivers Management Advisory Committee: Reserves the right to submit its comments and recommendations until they receive comments from public hearings to be held by DRED with the affected communities and until ownership transfer is clarified.  

RMAC has two concerns regarding this project:  

· Clarification is needed on what is be transferred – ownership or management rights of the Second Presidential State Forest?  A letter to Governor Benson from Commissioner Murray dated July 22, 2003 states the Department of Transportation (DOT) would “retain the right to have any portion of the Second Presidential State Forest for the purpose of use, maintenance, construction, or expansion of the State’s Transportation System”.

· Affected communities have yet to have an opportunity to submit public comments via a public hearing.  

See letters on file.
Resources and Economic Development:  Recommends tabling the application pending further project developments.
Lakes Management Advisory Committee:  Not applicable.

Environmental Services:  No objection.

Division of Historical Resources:  Concur, with sensitivity.

Town of Franconia:  The Town has significant interest in any land exchange in the Town and any exchange in trail activity affects town services provided on these public lands.  The Town has noted existing parking problems at Tucker Brook Trail that may be complicated by SLR 06-009 and should be addressed.  Per the Town’s August 1st letter “SLR 06-009 constitutes the creation of an unsafe condition that must be mitigated by the State.”  A series of potential conflicts and problems have been noted and include:

· Facilitate access by Fish and Game

· Facilitate access by Emergency Medical Services

· Facilitate access by Town’s Highway Department

· Improve the last half mile of Tucker Brook Road

· Provide parking at the road’s terminus on either public or private land

See letter on file.

Town of Lincoln:  The Selectmen are interested in the transaction and ask to be informed of further project actions.  The Board cannot provide official comment on the Town’s behalf until the Forest Service’s management plans for the new property are clarified.  “As this is a scenic area that includes Georgiana falls, [the Selectmen] feel it is critical that the land be protected.” See letter on file.

State Conservation Committee: Recommends against disposal.  See letter on file.
July 12, 2006 Discussion: It was noted that this request is still in the 30-day review period.  Mr. Carpenter explained that Mittersill is situated on State-owned land with the exception of the peak and that this land exchange project will provide the State with more options for the Cannon Mountain ski area.  Discussion centered on proposed development for cross-country skiing, the Cannon Mountain Master Plan, and the $20 million needed to redevelop the Mittersill ski area.

Mr. Drew stated the Environmental Protection Agency was involved with environmental evaluations and assured the Council that they, along with DES, will provide plenty of developmental safeguards.

It was noted that 1100 acres of land would be exchanged for 500 acres; however, the 1100 acres were purchased by the DOT in 1983 as part of the construction of Interstate 93.  DOT no longer has need for the acreage.

ACTION:  MOVED by Mr. McConaha, seconded by Mr. Donahue, to approve the project subject to no adverse comments being received during the remainder of the 30-day comment period.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0.

ACTION:
Review of further comments, if any; formal vote required if any change from July 12, 2006 meeting. 
D.
LINCOLN







   SLR 06-010


Request to lease 1,550 linear feet of railroad property to Loon Mountain Recreation Corp.
The Department of Transportation, Bureau of Rail & Transit, proposes to lease 1,550 feet of railroad property to the Loon Mountain Recreation Corp to install a sewer interceptor through the State owned parcel.  The Corporation owns property or has agreements on parcels abutting the State-owned railroad corridor.  The sewer interceptor with pass through the state owned parcel to connect with the Town Wastewater Treatment Facility adjacent to the Railroad corridor.  The proposed location of the pipe within the easement is 15 feet from the centerline of the nearest track.

STAFF REPORT

30-day review period ended August 28, 2006.

Transportation: No comment.

Health and Human Services:  No objections.
Housing Finance Authority:  No interest or comments.
Agriculture, Markets, and Food: No interest or comments.

Fish and Game:  No objections.

Rivers Management Advisory Committee: Not applicable.

Resources and Economic Development:.  No comment.
Lakes Management Advisory Committee:  Not applicable.

Environmental Services:  No objections.

Department of Safety: No objections.

Division of Historical Resources:  No comment.

Town of Lincoln:  Supports the proposed easement.

State Conservation Committee:  Recommends against disposal.

ACTION:
Formal vote required. 
IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. Smart Growth Report Status.   Draft Report is attached to email with this agenda.  Comments should be emailed in advance of October 5, 2006 meeting or presented during the meeting.
B. Status of Opinion Request to the Attorney General’s Office regarding authority/responsibility of CORD related to Lakes Management Advisory Committee and Rivers Management Advisory Committee.
V. NEW BUSINESS

A. Land Conservation Investment Program Monitoring and Enforcement Activities Report for 2006.  Report is attached to email with this agenda.
ACTION: Formal vote to accept report is required.

VI. CORD 2006/7 PROPOSED MEETING SCHEDULE

January 4, 2007

April 5, 2007

All meetings will be held at the Office of Energy and Planning, 57 Regional Drive, Concord, NH, unless otherwise noticed.  Meetings begin at 9:30 AM.

VII. ADJOURNMENT
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