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PREFACE TO THE PLANNING BOARD IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
 
The New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) provides information, data and 

guidance to assist decision-makers on energy issues pertaining to energy efficiency, renewable 

energy, energy use and resiliency, and planning issues related to development, land protection, and 

community planning.  We guide the State’s future growth through programs, public policy 

development, education and outreach, research, and partnership building. 

 
The Planning Department at OEP responds to numerous requests for information and assistance 

from cities and towns concerned about planning and zoning issues, as well as the duties and 

responsibilities of the planning board.  This handbook is a guide to the organization, powers, duties 

and procedures of the planning board. 

 
Susan Slack, Principal Planner, and Michele Zydel, Administrative Secretary, are responsible for the 

update and publication of this 2016 edition.  This handbook, with updates and amendments, is 

available on the Publications page under the Planning Resources section of the OEP website.  

Readers are encouraged to visit the website periodically. 
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