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Council on Resources and Development 
REQUEST FOR SURPLUS LAND REVIEW ACTION 

 

Name of Requesting Agency: NH Fish and Game Department 
 

Agency Contact Person: Richard Cook, Land Agent 

 

Address: NH Fish and Game Department 

11 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 

 Phone Number: (603) 271-2155 

 E-Mail: richard.cook@wildlife.nh.gov 
 

Applicant Contact Person: Edward Roberge, PE, City Engineer 

 

Address: City of Concord, Engineering Services Division 

41 Green Street, Concord, NH 03301 

 Phone Number: (603) 225-8520 

 E-Mail: eroberge@concordnh.gov 
 

Location of Property: 

Sewalls Falls Multi-Use Recreational Facility 

Sewalls Falls Road, Concord, NH 
 

Acreage: Approximately 34,425 SF (0.79 acres) 
 

Requested Action: 

Grant permanent and temporary easements to the City of 

Concord in conjunction with the replacement of the Sewalls Falls 

Bridge. LPA project – CONCORD 12004, BRF-X-5099(021).  
 

Term of Lease or Easement: 

In perpetuity for permanent easements. Term of construction for 

temporary access easements.   
 

 

Please complete ALL questions below, submit one digital copy, one hardcopy original, and 

three photocopies of the complete application to the Office of Energy and Planning, Johnson 

Hall, 3rd Floor, 107 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH 03301, susan.slack@nh.gov. 
 

1. What is the current use of this property?  

The property is currently used as a multi-use recreational facility along Sewalls Falls Road in 

Concord, NH. See Sewalls Falls Multi-Use Recreation Area Plan and Site Aerial Map for 

more information.  

 

2. What is the proposed use of this property if surplussed?  Please note if proposed use is 

intended to create a public benefit. 

The proposed use of the site will remain as a multi-use recreational facility while supporting 

the replacement of the Sewalls Falls Bridge. Improvements include drainage, park, and 

trail elements. The improvements, while supporting the utility needs of the project, provide 

a public benefit to the recreational use of the site. See NH OEP/CORD Review Submission 

Plans and NH OEP/CORD Colored Easement Area Plan for more information.  

 

3. Does the proposed use of this property entail new development?   Yes  No 

a. If yes, is it consistent with adjacent and existing development?  Yes  No 

b. Please describe how the proposed new development differs from or is similar to its 

surroundings.  Also indicate how it may initiate a future change in the property or 

surroundings use. 

As part of the Sewalls Falls Bridge Replacement Project, commitments to relocate the 

existing Heritage Trail to include historic educational panel signs of the Sewalls Falls area 

resulted in the design of a recreational area adjacent to and within the existing multi-use 
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recreational facility. A modest trail and seating area has been added within landscaped 

areas of the facility resulting in an attractive and beneficial public use of the property.    

 

4. Are there any structures located on this property?    Yes  No 

a. If yes, please describe the structures including how many and what kind? 

While most of the site is undeveloped open space, the multi-use recreation facility 

includes paved driveways, parking areas, boat launch facilities, as well as small buildings 

for rest facilities and storage. The proposed improvements do not affect any existing 

structures.  

 

5. Are there historical architectural or archaeological resources identified on this site?      

  Yes   No  

a. If yes, describe the resource(s)? 

It is noted that historic properties are located adjacent to this site and through the NEPA 

Section 106 review process, commitments to document those historic features are 

included on this property. 

 

b. If no, contact the NH Division of Historical Resources prior to application submission. 

6. Is there any existing development or structures on adjacent sites?   Yes   No 

a. If yes, describe the use and number of structures of adjacent sites.  

If no, where is the nearest development? (Describe distance, use, and number) 

The property is abutted by the Merrimack River and conservation properties along both 

sides of Sewalls Falls Road. 

 

7. Does the site represent the entire state property in this location?   Yes   No 

a. If no, please describe its relationship to the entire state holding (percentage of total 

acreage, percentage of overall rail length, etc). 

The State owns 94 acres on the southeast side of Sewalls Falls Road (Sewalls Falls Multi-Use 

Recreation Area) and 28.8 acres on the northwest (Land Conservation Investment 

Program property). The State also holds an easement on an abutting 8.4 acres. The use of 

the site is limited to the developed portion of the entire Sewalls Falls Multi-Use Recreational 

Facility, about 0.79 acre of the total 94 acre parcel. Improvements are intended to 

support continued public access and connection of these properties. 

 

8. Is access to this property available?   Yes   No   

a. If yes, how is the site accessed? (from rail, water, across applicant’s property, etc) 

Access to the site will continue to be through the existing driveway off Sewalls Falls Road. 

 

b. If yes, is there a potential for public access interruption?   Yes   No   

9. Are there water resources related to this property such as: 

Lakes/Ponds -   Yes   No  OR  Rivers -   Yes   No? 

a. If yes to either, please indicate the size or extent of such resources.   

The site is adjacent to the Merrimack River. 

 

b. If there are water resources, please describe current public or private access from the 

site to the water body?   Public   Private   No Access Available 

Description: On the 94 acre parcel there are two public boat access areas. Shorebank 
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angling is allowed along the entire riverfront.  

 

 

c. How would the proposal affect the access opportunities described in b?  

Where construction is programmed in non-developed areas of this site, access to current 

facilities (boat launch and trail network) will not be affected. 

 

10. Please identify any other significant resources or sensitive environmental conditions known to 

be located on or adjacent to this property.  

 Yes (property) Yes (adjacent property) No 

a. Steep slopes ......................................................    ............................    .................   

b. Wetlands (Prime and NWI)  .............................    ............................    .................   

c. Threatened or endangered species .............    ............................    .................   

d. Wildlife Action Plan Critical Habitats .............    ............................    .................   

e. Increased impervious surface ........................    ............................    .................   

f. Potential stormwater flow changes ...............    ............................    .................   

g. Agricultural soils of prime, statewide, or 

local importance .............................................   
 

 ............................   
 

 .................   

h. Potential river channel change .....................    ............................    .................   

i. Other special designations  ............................    ............................    .................   
 

Please provide a description for any “yes” responses to question #10.  

The bridge replacement project includes nominal widening of Sewalls Falls Road to meet 

current bridge width standards. Additionally, a solid bridge deck replaces an open steel 

deck resulting in stormwater collection and treatment. Wetlands, Shoreland Protection, 

and Alteration of Terrain permits have been submitted and are pending final approval. 

The adjacent Land Conservation Investment Program (LCIP) property required legislative 

action to approve similar permanent and temporary easements related to the bridge 

replacement project. HB1145 was approved in June 2014. The shorelines on both sides of 

the Merrimack River at this site are identified at “Highest Ranked Habitat in the State by 

Ecological Condition.”   

11. Attach photographs and maps of the property.  Maps should highlight the requested 

property location and help to adequately place the property within the town. 

a. Municipal tax map copy showing all abutters  

b. General location map with scale, north arrow, nearby roads, and water bodies/features* 

c. Aerial Photograph*  

d. Any site plans for new or proposed development prepared at the time of application 

e. Maps depicting rail lines, wetlands, conservation lands, rare species and exemplary 

natural communities, or topographic features are welcome but not required 

* Maps can be created with GIS, Google, Mapquest, GRANIT data mapper, or any other readily 

available mapping service. 

 

Please paste any maps and photographs submitted as part of this application here. 
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RETURN TO: 

CITY OF CONCORD 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

ENGINEERING SERVICES DIVISION 

41 GREEN STREET 

CONCORD, NH 03301 

 

 

DEED OF EASEMENT 
PUBLIC DRAINAGE EASEMENT, HERITAGE PARK / TRAIL EASEMENT,  

AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT 

 

 

 THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, acting by and through the Fish and Game Department 

with its principal office at 11 Hazen Drive, Concord, Merrimack County, State of New 

Hampshire 03301 (“Grantor”), for consideration paid, grants to the CITY OF CONCORD, a 

municipal corporation with a usual place of business at 41 Green Street, Concord, Merrimack 

County, State of New Hampshire 03301 (“Grantee”), with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, a Public 

Drainage Easement, a Heritage Park / Trail Easement, and two Temporary Construction 

Easements.  All of the easements are located on a piece of property adjacent to the mapped limits 

of Sewalls Falls Road, Concord, Merrimack County, New Hampshire, known as Map 76, Block 

2, Lot 1 on the City of Concord Assessor’s Maps.  The portion of the property subject to the 

easements is known as the Sewalls Falls Multi-Use Recreation Area, and said easements are 

more particularly identified and described as follows: 

 

Public Drainage Easement 

 

The Grantor conveys a Public Drainage Easement, and the perpetual right and easement 

to enter upon and to construct, lay, or build, and to reenter as necessity may require, to repair, 

replace, or maintain a pipe or pipes, swales, storm water detention areas and outfall, and 

appurtenances in, on, or through a portion of the Grantor’s land as described above, said 

easement is more particularly identified and described as follows:  
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Beginning at a granite bound to be set on the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls 

Road at the southwest corner of the herein described easement, said granite bound being 

northeasterly of the southwest corner of the land of the Grantor along the following two courses: 

North 17° 44’ 55” East along the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a distance of 

20 feet, more or less, to a point, thence North 19° 22’ 45” East along the easterly right-of-way 

line of Sewalls Falls Road a distance of 321.11 feet to said granite bound to be set; thence 

North 19° 22’ 45” East along the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a 

distance of 325.37 feet to a second granite bound to be set; thence 

North 64° 33’ 55” East across land of the Grantor a distance of 252 feet, more or less, to 

the Merrimack River; thence 

Southeasterly along the Merrimack River a distance of 22 feet, more or less, to a point; 

thence 

South 64° 33’ 55” West across along land of the Grantor a distance of 226 feet, more or 

less, to a point 

South 20° 09’ 40” West across land of the Grantor a distance of 77.32 feet to a point; 

thence 

South 21° 52’ 15” West across land of the Grantor a distance of 257.67 feet to a point; 

thence 

North 70° 45’ 19” West across land of the Grantor a distance of 25.60 feet to said first 

granite bound to be set on the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road and the point of 

beginning. 

 

Containing 15,515 square feet, more or less, and meaning and intending to describe a 

perpetual public drainage easement across a portion of land conveyed to the Grantor by deed of 

Concord Electric Company, recorded at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds on December 

23, 1969, at Book 1065, Page 370, said easement is shown on a plan entitled “Easement Plat 

prepared for the City of Concord encumbering the land of the State of New Hampshire, Project 

Location: Sewalls Falls Road, Concord, NH, Map 76, Block 2, Lot 1,” dated Dec. 03, 2014, 

prepared by Richard D. Bartlett & Associates, LLC, to be recorded herewith at the Merrimack 

County Registry of Deeds.  
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The Grantor, its successors, and assigns, agree that they will not, without the consent of 

the Grantee, alter, erect, or maintain any building or other improvement, including landscaping, 

upon the above-described easement area that may unreasonably interfere with or endanger the 

above-granted rights and easement or the operation and maintenance thereof, and that the 

Grantee may cause to have removed any such building or improvement, including landscaping, 

that may be wholly or partly within the above-described easement area at the expense of the then 

owner of the land upon which the above-described easement lies. 

 

Heritage Park / Trail Easement 

 

In addition to the Public Drainage Easement described above, the Grantor also conveys a 

Heritage Park / Trail Easement, and the perpetual right and easement to enter upon and to 

construct, lay, or build, and to reenter as necessity may require, to repair, replace, or maintain a 

park and trail, and appurtenances in, on, or through a portion of the Grantor’s land as described 

above, said easement is more particularly identified and described as follows: 

 

Beginning at a granite bound to be set on the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls 

Road at the most westerly corner of the herein described easement, said granite bound being 

northeasterly of the southwest corner of the land of the Grantor along the following four courses: 

North 17° 44’ 55” East along the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a distance of 

20 feet, more or less to a point, thence North 19° 22’ 45” East along the easterly right-of-way 

line of Sewalls Falls Road a distance of 321.11 feet to a granite bound to be set at the southwest 

corner of the public drainage easement as described above, thence North 19° 22’ 45” East along 

the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a distance of 325.37 feet to a second granite 

bound to be set at the northwest corner of the public drainage easement as described above, 

thence North 19° 22’ 45” East along the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a 

distance of 87.86 feet to said granite bound to be set; thence 

North 19° 22’ 45” East along the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road a 

distance of 112.81 feet to a point; thence 

South 14° 36’ 10” East across land of the Grantor a distance of 43.70 feet to a point; 

thence 



 

Page 4 of 6 

South 23° 41’ 30” West across land of the Grantor a distance of 58.84 feet to a point; 

thence 

South 66° 35’ 30” East across land of the Grantor a distance of 97.82 feet to a point on a 

non-tangent curve; thence 

Southwesterly by a curve to the right having a radius of 157.00 feet, a delta angle of 48° 

13’ 26”, and a length of 132.14 feet to a point; thence 

Along a non-tangent line North 16° 02’ 30” West across land of the Grantor a distance of 

136.67 to said granite bound to be set on the easterly right-of-way line of Sewalls Falls Road and 

the point of beginning. 

 

Containing 11,033 square feet, more or less, and meaning and intending to describe a 

perpetual heritage park / trail easement across a portion of land conveyed to the Grantor by deed 

of Concord Electric Company, recorded at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds on 

December 23, 1969, at Book 1065, Page 370, said easement is shown on a plan entitled 

“Easement Plat prepared for the City of Concord encumbering the land of the State of New 

Hampshire, Project Location: Sewalls Falls Road, Concord, NH, Map 76, Block 2, Lot 1,” dated 

Dec. 03, 2014, prepared by Richard D. Bartlett & Associates, LLC, to be recorded herewith at 

the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds.  

 

Temporary Construction Easements 

 

In addition to the Public Drainage Easement and the Heritage Park / Trail Easement 

described above, the Grantor also conveys two Temporary Construction Easements, and the 

temporary construction access to construct, improve, grade, landscape, and other necessary work, 

including the operation of equipment, upon and across the land of the Grantor, together with the 

right of ingress and egress to enter upon and to construct, lay, or build appurtenances in, on, or 

through a portion of the Grantor’s land as described above, said easements contain 7,877 square 

feet and are more particularly identified as Temporary Construction Easement and shown on the 

plan entitled “Easement Plat prepared for the City of Concord encumbering the land of the State 

of New Hampshire, Project Location: Sewalls Falls Road, Concord, NH, Map 76, Block 2, Lot 

1,” dated Dec. 03, 2014, prepared by Richard D. Bartlett & Associates, LLC, to be recorded 

herewith at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds.  The temporary construction easements 
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shall automatically expire upon the date that construction of the improvements is completed.  

Upon the expiration of the temporary construction easements, all of the rights and benefits of 

Grantee in, to, and under this easement with respect to only the temporary construction 

easements shall automatically terminate and be of no further force and effect. 

 

For a more particular description of the improvements within the above described 

easement areas see the plan set entitled “City of Concord, New Hampshire, Bridge Replacement 

Project, Sewalls Falls Road Over The Merrimack River, Bridge No. 070 / 117, Project No. CIP 

22, NHDOT Project No. 12004,” prepared by McFarland Johnson, dated December, 2014, and 

on file at the City of Concord Community Development Department’s Engineering Services 

Division. 

 

Executed by the State of New Hampshire, acting through its Fish and Game Department 

on this _____ day of ___________________, 2015. 

 

       

 

     _________________________________ 

     Glenn Normandeau, Executive Director 

 

 

 

State of New Hampshire 

County of Merrimack 

 

Personally appeared on this  ____ day of ____________________, 2015, Glenn 

Normandeau, who acknowledges himself to be the Executive Director for the New Hampshire 

Fish and Game department, and as such is duly authorized to execute the foregoing instrument 

for the purposes therein contained, by signing his name on behalf of the State of New 

Hampshire. 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

       My commission expires:________________ 

 

 

 

 

 City Council approval for the acceptance of this easement deed was granted on 

___________________ ____, 2015. 
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ACCEPTED:   City of Concord 

 

 

 

 _______________________________________ 

 By: Thomas J. Aspell, Jr. 

 Title: City Manager 

 Date: ___________________  ____ , 2015 

 

 

State of New Hampshire 

County of Merrimack 

 

 Personally appeared Thomas J. Aspell, Jr., City Manager of the City of Concord, this 

_____ day of _____________________, 2015, and acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the 

City of Concord. 

 

  

       __________________________________ 

       Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

       My commission expires:_______________ 
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