
New England State Level Planning Programs 
In Correspondence with HB 1579, Chapter 294:3, III, Laws of 2008 

 

Program Implementation Key:       

Programmatic Focus:  Federal  NH  CT  ME  MA  RI  VT 

Federal and State 
Environmental Protection 
Acts 

 National 
Environmental Policy Act 

   Connecticut 
Environmental Policy Act  

 Maine Site Location of 
Development (Site Law)  

 Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy  
 

   Act 250  

Coordinated Permitting      Innovative 
Permitting and Technical 
Assistance Initiative

   Permitting 
Coordination   

   Fast Track 
Permitting  

   

Land Use Planning 
 

   State Development 
Plan   
 

   Innovative Land 
Use Planning Techniques 
Handbook
 

   Community 
Technical Assistance 
Program  
 

   Housing and 
Conservation Planning 
Program  

 Housing for 
Economic Growth
 

 The Municipal Primer 
– Your Guide to Creating 
a “Green and Growing” 
Community
 

 Landscape 
Stewardship

 Regional Landscape 
Conservation in Maine: 
Best Practices for 
Enhancing Quality of Place  
 

   Land Use 
Regulation Commission
 

 Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan
 

   Land Use 2025  Community 
Planning Toolbox  
 

 Municipal 
Planning Grant 
Program
 

   Vermont 
Housing and 
Conservation Board
 

   Planning 
Information Center 

Smart Growth 
 

 EPA Smart Growth 
Grants
 

 Making Smart 
Growth Happen

 NH RSA 9‐B ‐ Smart 
Growth Principles  
 

 Achieving Smart 
Growth in New 
Hampshire
 

 2006 Report to the 
Governor on Growth 
Management

 Conservation and 
Development Policies 
Plan
 

     Office of 
Responsible Growth
 

 Chapter 776  of the 
2nd session of the 119th 
Legislative Session
 

 Grow Smart Maine
 

 Commonwealth 
Capital Program  
 

   Growth Districts 
Initiative   
 

 Smart Growth/Smart 
Energy Tool Kit
 

   40R and 40S

 Grow Smart 
Rhode Island

   Growth 
Centers Program
 

   Vermont 
Neighborhoods 
 
 
 

Redevelopment and 
Historic Preservation 

 Historic Preservation 
Tax Incentives

   Community 
Revitalization Tax Relief 

 Community 
Investment Act

     Maine 
Historic Preservation

 Community 
Preservation Act

 Historic 
Preservation Tax 

     Vermont 
Division for Historic

 Incentives   Regulations   Publications and other Tools      

 Grants   Permit   

0

 Technical Assistance 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383206
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383206
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/sitelawpage.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/sitelawpage.htm
http://www.mass.gov/envir/mepa/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/envir/mepa/index.htm
http://www.nrb.state.vt.us/lup/index.htm
http://www.google.com/search?q=MA+Land+use+planning&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7DMUS
http://www.google.com/search?q=MA+Land+use+planning&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7DMUS
http://www.google.com/search?q=MA+Land+use+planning&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7DMUS
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/stand.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/stand.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/fasttrack.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/fasttrack.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/SDP/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/SDP/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/repp/innovative_land_use.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/repp/innovative_land_use.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/repp/innovative_land_use.htm
http://www.nhctap.com/
http://www.nhctap.com/
http://www.nhctap.com/
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/HCPP/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/HCPP/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/HCPP/index.htm
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2985&q=413024&opmNav_GID=1807&opmNav=|
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2985&q=413024&opmNav_GID=1807&opmNav=|
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&Q=423114&depNav_GID=1634
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&Q=423114&depNav_GID=1634
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&Q=423114&depNav_GID=1634
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&Q=423114&depNav_GID=1634
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&q=390194&depNav_GID=1634&depNav=|
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2703&q=390194&depNav_GID=1634&depNav=|
http://www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/documents/Regional_Landscape_Conservation_SPO_2008.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/documents/Regional_Landscape_Conservation_SPO_2008.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/documents/Regional_Landscape_Conservation_SPO_2008.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/documents/Regional_Landscape_Conservation_SPO_2008.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/doc/lurc/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/lurc/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/lurc/reference/cluprev/CLUP_Overview.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/lurc/reference/cluprev/CLUP_Overview.shtml
http://www.planning.ri.gov/landuse/policies.htm
http://www.smartgrowthvermont.org/toolbox/
http://www.smartgrowthvermont.org/toolbox/
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/MPG.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/MPG.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/MPG.htm
http://www.vhcb.org/
http://www.vhcb.org/
http://www.vhcb.org/
http://www.epa.gov/dced/grants/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dced/grants/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dced/sg_implementation.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dced/sg_implementation.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/9-B/9-B-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/9-B/9-B-mrg.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/SmartGrowth/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/SmartGrowth/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/SmartGrowth/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/CORD/documents/2006SmartGrowthReport.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/CORD/documents/2006SmartGrowthReport.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/CORD/documents/2006SmartGrowthReport.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383182
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383182
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383182
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/ros/LOM/LOM119th/6Pub751-791/6Pub751-791-25.htm#P1300_251123
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/ros/LOM/LOM119th/6Pub751-791/6Pub751-791-25.htm#P1300_251123
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/ros/LOM/LOM119th/6Pub751-791/6Pub751-791-25.htm#P1300_251123
http://www.growsmartmaine.org/
http://www.mass.gov/commcap
http://www.mass.gov/commcap
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=ehedterminal&L=5&L0=Home&L1=Economic+Analysis&L2=Executive+Office+of+Housing+and+Economic+Development&L3=Massachusetts+Permit+Regulatory+Office&L4=Growth+Districts+Initiative&sid=Ehed&b=terminalcontent&f=permitting_Grow
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=ehedterminal&L=5&L0=Home&L1=Economic+Analysis&L2=Executive+Office+of+Housing+and+Economic+Development&L3=Massachusetts+Permit+Regulatory+Office&L4=Growth+Districts+Initiative&sid=Ehed&b=terminalcontent&f=permitting_Grow
http://www.mass.gov/envir/smart_growth_toolkit/pages/mod-40R.html
http://www.mass.gov/envir/smart_growth_toolkit/pages/mod-40R.html
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=ehedterminal&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Community+Development&L2=Community+Planning&sid=Ehed&b=terminalcontent&f=dhcd_cd_ch40r_ch40r&csid=Ehed
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=ehedterminal&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Community+Development&L2=Community+Planning&sid=Ehed&b=terminalcontent&f=dhcd_cd_ch40s_ch40s&csid=Ehed
http://www.growsmartri.com/2008legislativeoutcome.html#ED
http://www.growsmartri.com/2008legislativeoutcome.html#ED
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/GrowthCenters.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/GrowthCenters.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/VermontNeighborhoods.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/VermontNeighborhoods.htm
http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/index.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/79-E/79-E-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/79-E/79-E-mrg.htm
http://www.ct.gov/doag/cwp/view.asp?a=1366&q=320938
http://www.ct.gov/doag/cwp/view.asp?a=1366&q=320938
http://www.maine.gov/mhpc/
http://www.maine.gov/mhpc/
http://www.communitypreservation.org/index.cfm
http://www.communitypreservation.org/index.cfm
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/credits/
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/credits/
http://www.historicvermont.org/
http://www.historicvermont.org/
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Program Implementation Key:       

 Incentives   Regulations   Publications and other Tools      

 Grants   Technical Assistance   Permit   

1

Programmatic Focus:  Federal  NH  CT  ME  MA  RI  VT 

  Incentive
 

   Brownfields  

 

     Historic 
Preservation and 
Museum Division

Commission Credits
 
Historical 
Preservation and 
Heritage Commission
 

 State 
Preservation Plan

Preservation
 

 State Historic 
Preservation Plan   

Conservation 
 

 National Association 
of Conservation Districts
 

 Land and Water 
Conservation Fund

 Conservation Land 
Stewardship Program 
 

 Land and 
Community Heritage 
Investment Fund
 

 Forest Improvement 
Fund  
 

 Cooperative 
Extension Community 
Conservation Assistance 
Program

 Conservation 
Districts

 Department of 
Conservation Grants
 

 Department of 
Conservation

 Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern
 

 Department of 
Conservation and 
Recreation Grants
 

 Historic Landscape 
Preservation Initiative

Land Trust Council  (See Land Use 
Planning – Housing 
and Conservation 
Board) 

Transportation 
 
 

   SAFETEA‐LU: 
Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users

 DOT Rural Airport 
Fund 
 

 Highway Bridge 
Betterment 
 

 Public Boat Access

 DOT Driveway 
Permits
 

NH Rail Transit

(TBD)     Gateway 1 and 
the Sensible 
Transportation Policy Act

(TBD)  (TBD)  (TBD) 

http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/waste/hwrb/sss/brownfields/index.htm
http://www.ct.gov/CCT/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=302272
http://www.ct.gov/CCT/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=302272
http://www.ct.gov/CCT/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=302272
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/resources/state_preservation_plan.php
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/resources/state_preservation_plan.php
http://www.historicvermont.com/general/plan.html
http://www.historicvermont.com/general/plan.html
http://www.nacdnet.org/
http://www.nacdnet.org/
http://www.nps.gov/lwcf/
http://www.nps.gov/lwcf/
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/CLSP/index.htm
http://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/CLSP/index.htm
http://www.lchip.org/
http://www.lchip.org/
http://www.lchip.org/
http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm
http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm
http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm
http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm
http://www.conservect.org/
http://www.conservect.org/
http://www.maine.gov/doc/grants/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/grants/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/grants/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/grants/index.shtml
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/histland.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/histland.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/summary.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/summary.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/summary.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/summary.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/summary.htm
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/documents.htm
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/documents.htm
http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Outdoor_Recreation/access_sites_table.htm
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwaymaintenance/documents.htm
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwaymaintenance/documents.htm
http://www.gateway1.org/
http://maine.gov/mdot/planning-documents/stpa/index.htm
http://maine.gov/mdot/planning-documents/stpa/index.htm
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2

Programmatic Focus:  Federal  NH  CT  ME  MA  RI  VT 

Authority

Water, Sewer, and Other 
Infrastructure  
 

 NPDES – Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer 
System

 Community 
Development Block 
Grants (CDBG)  
 

 HB 648 Flood 
Commission  
 

 Dam Maintenance   

(TBD)   Great American 
Neighborhoods Sewer 
Extension Loan Program

(TBD)  (TBD)     Municipal 
Pollution Control 
Priority System
 

 Wastewater 
Solutions for Vermont 
Communities

Water Quality 
 

   Section 401 
Water Quality 
Certification
 

 NPDES – 
Wastewater
 

 NPDES – 
Construction General 
Permit

 Alteration of Terrain
 

 Land and Water 
Conservation Fund  
 

 Coastal Watershed 
Alliance (2009 SB 168) 

Water Quality Standards 
 
Stormwater 
Management
 
Stormwater Associated  
with Commercial Activity
 
Stormwater from Small 
Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer Systems 
(MS4) 

Erosion & Sedimentation 
Control Law  
 
Stormwater Management 
Law. 38 MRSA § 420‐D; 
Chapter 500 & 502 
 
 
Stormwater Program ‐‐ 
Waste Discharge Law i.e., 
Construction, Industrial, 
MS4 General permits  
 
 

Surface Water Quality 
Standards  
 
 Water Quality 
Certification for Discharge 
of Dredged or Fill 
Material, Dredging, and 
Dredged Material 
Disposal in Waters  
 
Reclaimed Water Permit 
Program and Standards 
 
Stormwater Management 

Storm Water 
Discharge Associated 
with Construction 
Activity
 
Water Quality 
Regulations
 
Pollutant Discharge  
Elimination System  
 
 

Construction 
Stormwater Permit 
Program
 
Stormwater Discharge 
Permit Program
 
Water Quality 
Certification  
 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/munic.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/munic.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/munic.cfm
http://www.nhcdfa.org/web/cdbg/cdbg_overview.html
http://www.nhcdfa.org/web/cdbg/cdbg_overview.html
http://www.nhcdfa.org/web/cdbg/cdbg_overview.html
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/reports/1853.pdf
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/reports/1853.pdf
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dam/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/financeassist/sewer.htm
http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/financeassist/sewer.htm
http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/financeassist/sewer.htm
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/fed/fms.htm
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/fed/fms.htm
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/fed/fms.htm
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/SewageSolutions/WW_SolutionsVermont.pdf
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/SewageSolutions/WW_SolutionsVermont.pdf
http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/SewageSolutions/WW_SolutionsVermont.pdf
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/section401/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/section401/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/section401/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wweb/permits_compliance.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wweb/permits_compliance.htm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/aot/index.htm
http://www.nhstateparks.org/community-programs/land-and-water-conservation-fund/
http://www.nhstateparks.org/community-programs/land-and-water-conservation-fund/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2009/SB0168.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2009/SB0168.html
http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/water/water_quality_standardsl/wqs.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2721&q=325702
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2721&q=325702
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324212&depNav_GID=1643
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/is-esclaw.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/is-esclaw.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/stormwater/storm.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/stormwater/storm.htm
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/38/title38sec420-D.html
http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/stormwater/MEPDES.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm#wqual
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/newregs.htm#storm
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdesca.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdesca.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdesca.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdesca.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/h20q09.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/h20q09.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdes03.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/water/ripdes03.pdf
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/stormwater/htm/sw_cgp.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/stormwater/htm/sw_cgp.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/stormwater/htm/sw_cgp.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/stormwater/htm/sw_3-9015.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/stormwater/htm/sw_3-9015.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/regulations.htm
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/regulations.htm
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3

Programmatic Focus:  Federal  NH  CT  ME  MA  RI  VT 

Wetlands 
 

 Section 404 – Army 
Corps of Engineers
 

 State Programmatic 
General Permit 

   Wetlands 
Bureau and Permits
 

 Aquatic Resource 
Mitigation  
 

   Comprehensive 
Shoreland Protection Act  

Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act
 

Natural Resource 
Protection Act 

Wetlands Change
 
Wetlands Protection Act 
Regulations  
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