To the Members of the SB 191 Advisory Council:

A report came out the other day about global climate change. It said that for life to be comfortable on planet earth, our
atmosphere should contain no more than 350 ppm of carbon, but we are now above 400 ppm and rising rapidly.
Oceanic algae produces 80% of atmospheric oxygen, but our oceans are turning acid and lifeless faster than any time in
300 million years. Pretty sobering stuff!

If this doesn’t change in the next 20 years, we will have reached the point of no return and earth will turn from being a
comfortable place to live into hell. Right now in California they are experiencing the worst drought in recorded history.
Last year there were floods in Colorado that were record breaking. We have massive forest fires all over the United
States. 2012 was the hottest year in U.S. history. If we don’t address climate change as a global emergency, we are
going to see more of these wild weather events. It is predicted that the global temperature could rise by at least 4
degrees by 2100. Four degrees might not sound like a lot, but what if your body temperature went up by 4 degrees?
You probably would be rushed to the hospital and you would be seriously ill, probably delusional.

We are living in a fool’s paradise if we actually believe that putting wind turbines around Newfound Lake will make a
difference in reducing carbon from the atmosphere. On their best day, the Groton turbines are 24-26% efficient. | live
nearby and | can tell you some days they don’t turn at all. Furthermore, the energy is usually generated when demand is
lowest (late night) and not available when needed (extremely cold and hot days when high pressure exists and there is
no wind). As a result, wind puts energy on the grid when it's not needed and fails to deliver when it is needed. And
since wind is sporadic and there are no batteries to store the energy, they have to be backed up with fossil fuels. Some
other form of energy has to be running all the time to even out the power distribution. It is well documented that we
simply do not have enough wind onshore in NH to make wind turbines efficient or to justify destroying the Lakes Region.
The only place where they possibly would make a difference is off-shore from Hampton Beach and Rye Beach. Off-
shore wind is expensive and the wind corporations would rather not do that, but that is where the wind blows
consistently.

Large industrial hydro-electricity isn’t the answer either. The boreal forests of Canada, just like the Amazon and marine
plant life, are the functional lungs of the earth. Together they produce the oxygen in the atmosphere. The forests also
pull greenhouse gases from the air and store that carbon in their limbs, trunks, and roots.

To produce hydropower, Hydro Quebec drowned huge regions of northern Quebec, destroying over 7 million acres of
boreal forests, thereby decreasing the amount of CO2 that would have been absorbed if the forests were left
undisturbed. The rotting organic material has led to the release of huge amounts of the greenhouse gases methane and
CO2. Thorough cleaning of the area before flooding could have reduced these greenhouse gasses, but this was not done
at Hydro Quebec. And this is an on-going enterprise. Hydro Quebec continues to flood more land and divert more rivers
to export energy to the New England market.

The destruction of the forests in Northern Quebec isn’t the only example of reckless energy production. Environmental
Defense says the Alberta tar sands is the most destructive project on earth, having destroyed previously untouched
boreal forests comparable to an area larger than New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and Rhode Island combined. The
accumulative effect of all these destructive projects is, in effect, like trying to produce heat by burning down the very
house we live in.

The people who oppose Northern Pass and on-shore wind turbines are not nimbys. We are honestly trying to find real
solutions to a horrendous problem. But the first thing we all must come to terms with is that we are not going to be
able to keep doing everything we’ve always done and hope for a miracle to solve our energy issues. We must change
our behavior. We are going to have to change the conversation from the beauty of New Hampshire and real estate
values to how we are going to save our planet. Importing industrial hydro and erecting onshore wind turbines in NH are



simply ways to pretend we are doing something about renewable energy, but in actuality these two methods just make
matters worse. There are no quick fixes to the predicament we’re in, but there are steps we can take.

The first thing we should be talking about is how to educate the public on energy efficiency and conservation. We have
to make serious bone-cutting changes in the way we live our lives. We can no longer be wasteful with our energy usage.
We have to stop cutting down the forest and we must protect the oceans. We need trees and water life to sequester
the CO2 that we're producing. If we’re serious about renewable energy, we have to put wind turbines off the coast
where they could actually do some good. We could capture methane from the landfills and produce energy from trash.
We could use ocean tides to produce energy. We could put solar panels on every building in New Hampshire, like
they’re doing in Germany. We should have video conferencing in this state so the people don’t have to drive to Concord
practically every day to testify on one bill or another. We should have rail service so we can take cars off the road to
conserve fuel and reduce carbon.

Voters in four communities (Sugar Hill, Easton, Plymouth and Grafton) have passed Rights Based Ordinances for
Sustainable Energy which prohibit industrial hydro-electricity and wind energy to be produced or transported through
their towns. With the assistance of Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF), these communities have
stood up to their town counsels who told them it was illegal to protect themselves from environmentally destructive
energy projects. They stood up to State government which declares towns can’t deny what the State allows. And they
stood up to giant international corporations which believe they possess greater legal and constitutional rights than
community majorities. More voters are realizing that, unless the people say, “We will not obey,” we will accelerate the
destruction of our planet.

Whether you believe that global climate change is the fault of people’s behavior or not, climate change is real and
people are going to have to immediately address it if we plan on continuing life on this planet. There are steps we can
take right now, but pretending that industrial hydro or on-shore wind turbines will help solve the problem is simply
nonsense.
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