I will limit my comments to one sector: Building Efficiencies.

“Residential and commercial buildings account for almost 39 percent of total U.S. energy consumption
and 38 percent of U.S. carbon dioxide (CO,) emissions.t (2] Nearly all of the greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions from the residential and commercial sectors can be attributed to energy use in buildings (see
Climate TechBook: Residential and Commercial Sectors Overview [3]).”

The goal to reduce our energy consumption within our buildings with achievable methods should be the
approach for the State to pursue within this sector.

From section 5.1.3.

“...At a minimum, New Hampshire should strive to adopt the most recent code,......” . Codes are
minimum standards (and the law of the land) there are other programs & standards that may get the
State to the end result (goal) sooner than just relying on the current “standard” codes (minimum
standards) to do so. | would suggest the consideration of other high performance building programs
available to become the “code” or minimum standard for the State.

Building codes (energy codes) are a mandated minimum level of standards, the State of NH has adopted
the 2009 building & energy codes (except Durham which is using the 2012 energy code). | would urge
the State to adopt the most recent editions of the codes as soon as they are available. It is my
understanding that every new code version is approximately 15% more efficient than the previous
edition. Currently as | write this, the State is 30% behind in its’ mandated building construction
efficiencies by the delay of the adoption of the 2015 editions of codes.

But this code is only good for the newly built, additions or substantial renovations (with building
permits) to homes and to those occupants, who will continue to pocket tens of thousands of dollars in
lifetime savings from lower energy bills and live in better quality homes that are more comfortable,
quieter, and enjoy a higher resale value.

The existing housing stock that may want to improve their building efficiencies needs a better
“clearinghouse” mechanism for the consumer (homeowner) as to the efficiency & loan programs
available. Is there any compliance/tracking method as to the number of existing houses getting
efficiency upgrades? We know with new homes we can track building permits to get numbers etc...

| think the State should consider promoting a “house labeling” program as to the energy efficiency of
homes. This would benefit the real estate professionals, home buyers, utilities etc. by giving a
benchmark to houses similar to MPG is to vehicles.

Thank-you for your consideration.

Bruce Buttrick
Goffstown ,NH 03045
July 23, 2014



