Zoning and Solar Easements

RSA 674:2, 674:17, and 674:36 [HB 701, Ch. 73, effective 6/15/02]

To encourage recognition of the specific needs of solar, wind, and other renewable power receptors, the legislature has modified the statutory purposes of zoning to address the possibility of unreasonable restrictions, and also to encourage the development of solar skyspace easements.  To accomplish this, the bill modifies RSA 674:17, zoning purposes, and RSA 674:36,II, subdivision regulations.  

RSA 477:50 addresses the creation of solar skyspace easements.  Planning boards cannot require such easements, but if they are granted voluntarily, the easements should provide a description of a three-dimensional space measured outward from the solar energy system and extending over real property, and including relevant times of day.

If you have any questions about these or other bills, call Ben Frost at 271-2155

