The State Building Code

RSA 155-A, 674:51 [HB 285, Ch. 8, generally effective 9/14/02]

Without going into the details of the code itself, suffice it to say that New Hampshire at last has adopted a uniform building code for the entire state.  It includes the International Building Code 2000, the International Plumbing Code 2000, the International Mechanical Code 2000, the International Energy Conservation Code 2000, and the National Electric Code 1999.  

RSA 674:51 (adoption of building codes) is repealed and reenacted to reflect the change, and municipalities may enact amendments to the State Building Code that are more stringent (but not less!).  Municipalities will have a year from the effective date of this law to make appropriate changes.  The bill was careful to recognize and respect municipal authority, but where a municipality does not wish to enact and/or enforce the code, it will be the responsibility of the State Fire Marshal’s office to ensure that construction meets the new standards.

If you have any questions about these or other bills, call Ben Frost at 271-2155

