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FROM THE DESK OF THE STATE LIBRARIAN ...Recently the Center for the Book at the

New Hampshire State Library applied to the National Endowment for the Arts for a Big Read Grant.  The

Center received a Big Read grant in 2007 and ran a very successful statewide program with more than 60

partners.  During this cycle, as with the last, the Center for the Book received the maximum allowable amount

from the Endowment for the program.  One hundred organizations have signed on as partners for this round of

the Big Read.

An added benefit of the Big Read grant is the federal funds being provided by the National Endowment for

the Arts.  This will have an impact on New Hampshire's economy.  Funds from the grant will be used to purchase

Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, the book chosen for this year's program from New Hampshire

bookstores.  Each of the bookstores is being recognized by the Center for its help.  Other goods and services will

be purchased for the programs; most will be purchased from New Hampshire businesses.  We see a lot of

programs taking place during the Big Read, which means more economic activity in the communities that are

hosting these programs.  During these difficult times everyone is attempting to stretch their available funds as far

as possible.  Although the purpose of the Big Read is not economic stimulation, it is certainly an added benefit.

We are expecting a wonderful response to the book chosen this year for the Big Read.  Written almost 50

years ago, To Kill a Mockingbird is an American classic.  The book is the only book Harper Lee has had

published.  It has never been out of print and is read by most high school students.  The book became an instant

classic and the film adaptation immortalized the characters of Scout and Atticus Finch.  Each year in Lee's

hometown of Monroeville, Alabama, the play is performed using local talent.

Programs will take place around the state with the 100 partners & participants who have stepped up to be

part of the Big Read.  There will be something of interest for everyone.  By supporting this stimulating event you

can put some money back into your community.
-Michael York, State Librarian
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UNITED STATES CENSUS 2010 IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
by Leslie Vogt

Partnership Specialist
US Census 2010

163 Loudon Road, 2nd FL
Concord   NH  03301

(603) 339-8048
www.census.gov/2010census/pdf/OverviewRelease.pdf

The 2010 Census will create a portrait of who we are as a nation, affect political representation and direct
the allocation of government funding.  The US Constitution mandates that a Census of all residents be conducted
every 10 years for the purpose of reapportioining the House of Representatives.  This snapshot of America is vital
for community planning - census data is the benchmark used to determine the distribution of both public and
private resources.

In December 2008 the Census Bureau opened an office in Concord, N.H. and began recruiting employees.
During April and May 2009, 650 employees updated the Bureau's mailing list using hand-held computers to cap-
ture the address and GPS coordinates for every housing unit.  Follow up mailing list information for group resi-
dences, such as nursing homes, will be gathered during August and September.  In the fall a second office will
open in Portsmouth, N.H. and recruitment will begin for the 2,800 employees that will be needed in New Hamp-
shire during the spring and summer of 2010.

For the average person, the decennial census (if they've thought about it at all) can elicit a yawn - nothing
exciting to consider.  Community leaders know better: The census is one of the nation's vital civic activities, im-
portant enough to be mentioned in the second section of Article I of the U.S. Constitution.  To encourage every
resident to fill out and mail back their 2010 Census questionnaire the Bureau has created an outreach program
to help increase local cooperation and participation.  The Census Bureau has multiple resources for outreach and
can work with your library to sponsor a poster contest, include Census in the Schools material (available free of
charge) in their preschool reading hours, create a local history board based on local Census data, or conduct a
genealogy workshop.  We know that it isn't the size of the reminder...it's the number of reminders that matters.

If your library would like additional information about Census 2010, please contact: Leslie Vogt, Partnership
Specialist, leslie.g.vogt@census.gov, (603) 339-8048.  For some fun and trivia, I'll send a Census canvas tote bag
to the five (5) libraries that send in totals closest to the correct number of residents that were counted by Tho-
mas Jefferson and the U.S. Marshals during the first U.S. Census conducted in 1790.  (Make a guess - no con-
sultation of reference sources!)

CONNECTING TO COLLECTIONS:
STATEWIDE PLANNING  GRANT AWARDED

A Connecting to Collections: Statewide Planning grant was awarded to the N.H. State Library in part-
nership with the N.H. Department of Cultural Resources, the N.H. Department of Secretary of State/State
Archives, the N.H. Division of Historical Resources, N.H. Council on the Arts and the New Hampshire Histori-
cal Society to survey the state's unique collections housed in over 500 libraries, museums, and archives.  A steer-
ing committee will guide the survey process and the development of an online database that will serve as a portal
to the state's cultural resources, emphasizing the need for protection of imperiled and hidden collections.  Con-
tact Janet Eklund, Administrator of Library Operations, N.H. State Library at janet.eklund@dcr.nh.gov, (603)
271-2393 for more information.
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NEW HISTORY OF NASHUA NOW AVAILABLE
by Carol Luers Eyman

Outreach and Community Services Coordinator
Nashua Public Library

(603) 589-4610 · www.nashualibrary.org

The Nashua Experience: A Three-Decade Upgrade, 1978-2008, is now available.  The book is a sequel
to The Nashua Experience: History in the Making (1978), the definitive history of the city.

The book was written by Alison Zaya and Linda N. Taggart, reference librarians at the Nashua Public Li-
brary, and Steven Butzel, assistant director of the Portsmouth Public Library.

From Mayor Ar el to Mayor Lozeau
The Nashua Experience: A Three-Decade Upgrade, 1978-2008, are years marked by tremendous

growth in population, commerce, and development.  This was the era that saw the widening of the Everett Turn-
pike, the retail boom on the Daniel Webster Highway, and the splitting of Nashua High School into two state-of-
the-art institutions.

The book chronicles the changing face of Nashua, through immigration and the flowering of a new high-tech
economy.  It recounts both the highs - the sesquicentennial celebration, Money magazine's naming of the city as
the Best Place to Live in America - and the lows - bank failures, stalled highway projects, mayoral recalls.  The
story begins in the mayoral administration of Maurice Arel and ends with that of Donnalee Lozeau, the city's first
female mayor.

The 179-page, 9" x 12" paperback contains dozens of photographs, including an eight-page color section.  It
is published by Jetty House, an imprint of Peter E. Randall Publishers in Portsmouth, N.H.

Copies may be ordered online by visiting www.nashualibrary.org/nashuaexperience.htm, or by contacting
Enfield Publishing and Distribution at (603) 632-7377; fax (603) 632-5611.  Suggested retail price is $25 (library
discount: 20%).  ISBN 978-0-9817898-1-1.  For other questions, contact Carol Luers Eyman at (603) 589-4610.

ABBOTT LIBRAR Y, SUNAPEE

At the March 24, 2009 meeting of the Abbott Library Trustees, the Board decided the following regarding
the project for a new library.

Given the adverse economic conditions the country is experiencing and the lack of financial support for the
project identified by the Campaign Feasibility Study, the Library Board has decided to put a public capital
campaign for a new library on hold.  However, a new library remains our dream and long-term goal.

In the interim, we will -

1.  Continue to build relationships within our Community and work to understand potential support for
when we resume fundraising.

2.  Due to positive feedback on the Harbor site, continue our lease agreement with the Sunapee Harbor
Riverway to hold the property, however, if new opportunities arise, we will explore them.

3.  Formulate a Library Strategic Plan.

4.  Focus on serving our community and making our library the very best it can be within the confines of
our present facility.
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CENSORSHIP EXHIBIT FOR BANNED BOOKS WEEK
by Donald Parker

Co-Coordinator, LI Coalition Against Censorship
(516) 944-9799 · coalcen1@verizon.net

Censorship in Schools and Libraries exhibit available for Banned Books Week - the last week in Septem-
ber.

The Long Island Coalition Against Censorship is an association of 22 educational and community organiza-
tions (16 are public libraries and professional library associations including the Long Island School Media Asso-
ciation).  The purpose of the Coalition is to defend challenges to the First Amendment rights of school and public
libraries when there are efforts by individuals or groups to censor books and other materials.

In planning an exhibit for Banned Books Week in the fall, you might wish to consider displaying the new
edition of our exhibit, Censorship in Schools and Libraries.

The exhibit presents 32 illustrations of censorship, each one approximately 11" x 14" with accompanying text
that is 11" x 14".  The history of censorship in public libraries and schools highlights incidents of censorship that
have occurred nationally during the last 150 years.  Included are descriptions of the censorship of Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, In the Night Kitchen, The Catcher in the Rye, and the novels of Judy Blume and Chris
Crutcher.  The censorship of Susan Patron's novel, The Higher Power of Lucky, which was awarded the
Newbery Prize in 2007 is in the new edition.  U.S. Supreme Court decisions (including the landmark school case
in the Island Trees School District) and lower court decisions are an integral part of the exhibit.

The 2009 edition includes efforts to censor the popular Harry Potter's children's books (Harry Potter books
were burned in Alamogordo, New Mexico).  Besides new cases, there is an update of censorship incidents in
school libraries and classrooms that have occurred in the past.  Quality copies have been reproduced which may
be readily presented on posters or bulletin boards in your library and then retained by you as a reference source.
If your space is limited, we suggest that you rotate the incidents of censorship during the time the exhibit is on
display.  Excerpts from the exhibit are on our website - www.the-licac.org.  Click on Exhibits, Censorship in
Schools and Libraries (for a description of the exhibit) and then Selected Cases.  You may order the exhibit by
e-mail or sending a purchase order to the LI Coalition Against Censorship, P.O. Box 296, Port Washington, N.Y.
11050.  The cost of the exhibit, including mailing charges is $40.00.  We request payment within 30 days after you
receive the exhibit.  If you need any additional information e-mail Donald Parker, Co-Coordinator at
coalcen1@verizon.net or call (516) 944-9799.

CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW
by Ann Hoey, Youth Services Consultant

NH State Library, Concord
(603) 271-6826

www.nh.gov/nhsl/services/librarians/youth_services.html

Come to the N.H. State Library in Concord during the week of September 28th and preview new titles in
children's and teen fiction and nonfiction.  Librarians will be able to look at new books and read reviews of most
of the titles on display.  After the book review, attendees will receive 2 - 3 books of their choice to add to their li-
brary collections.  For more information, please contact Ann Hoey at ann.hoey@dcr.nh.gov.
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907 MUSEUMS, LIBRARIES, AND ARCHIVES SELECTED TO RECEIVE IMLS
CONNECTING TO COLLECTIONS BOOKSHELF

Press Release
Contact: (202) 653-2632

Jeannine Mjoseth, jmjosth@imls.gov
Mamie Bittner, mbittner@imls.gov

Dr. Anne-Imelda Radice, Director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), has announced
that 907 museums, libraries, and archives have been selected to receive the IMLS Connecting to Collections
Bookshelf.  She made the announcement during her opening remarks at the fourth and concluding Connecting
to Collections forum, Stewardship of Americas Legacy: Answering the Call to Action in Buffalo, N.Y.  This
is the 3rd and final installment of the Bookshelf program, which has distributed 2,751 sets of books, online re-
sources, and a user's guide to institutions in every part of the country.

New Hampshire institutions include ~
Hampton Historical Society
Hancock Historical Society
Squam Lakes Natural Science Center, Holderness
Historical Society of Cheshire County, Keene
Rivier College, Nashua
Portsmouth Athenaeum
Mt. Kearsarge Indian Museum, Warner

To see the full story and other winners please go to www.imls.gov/news/2009/061709.shtm.

TWENTY-TWO NEW AUDIOBOOKS ADDED
by John Barrett, Supervisor

Talking Books, NH State Library
(603) 271-1498

http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/talking_books/index.html

A brief announcement of the 22 new audiobooks added in the past two weeks to the Unabridged download-
able digital audiobook collection is available at the following URL: www.unabridge.info/new.htm.

There are links to both a streaming audio version and a downloadable MP3 file.

The announcement is 9 minutes and 30 seconds long.

The New Hampshire State Library provides this digital download service exclusively to registered active
readers in the National Library Service Talking Book Program.

For more information contact John Barrett at (603) 271-1498 or by e-mail john.barrett@dcr.nh.gov.
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SARAH JOSEPHA HALE AWARD
by Andrea Thorpe, Director

Richards Free Library, Newport
(603) 863-3430 · www.newport.lib.nh.us

The Trustees of the Richards Free Library and the Judges of the Sarah Josepha Hale award are pleased to
announce that, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., has won the 2009 Hale Award.  He will accept the award on October 3,
2009 at 8:00 p.m. at the Newport Opera House.

Henry Louis Gates is an author, literary scholar and historian.  He is the Alphonse Fletcher University Pro-
fessor and the Director of the W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research at Har-
vard University.  A graduate of Yale University and Cambridge University, he has received many awards includ-
ing a MacArthur Grant, an American Book Award and was named to Time magazine's "25 Most Influential
Americans" list in 1997.

Former editor of the Concord Monitor Mike Pride says of Gates: "In a long, distinguished career, he has
operated with vigor and eloquence in both the academic realm and the popular culture in his quest to enrich the
American literary canon with African American voices and to bring these voices to the public."

For over 50 years, the Sarah Josepha Hale Award has been given by the trustees of the Richards Free Li-
brary in recognition of a distinguished body of written work in the field of literature and letters.  The award honors
Sarah Josepha Hale, author, poet, and essayist, who, as editor of Godey's Lady's Magazine shaped the opinion
of 19th century American women.  A list of Hale Award winners may be found on the library's website at:
www.newport.lib.nh.us/HaleAw.html.

For more information about the Hale Award, please contact Andrea Thorpe, Library Director at (603) 863-
3430 or rfl@newport.lib.nh.us.

BARRINGT ON PUBLIC LIBRAR Y JOB OPENING
Library Page - Part-Time

The Barrington Public Library in the seacoast region of New Hampshire will have an opening for a part-time
library page beginning in mid-August.  The job is currently split between two people, working alternating days
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 2 hours each shift and Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 2 hours weekday shifts and 4
hours for the Saturday shift).  The library will be looking at filling the position either with the current 2-person set
up, or, with one person who can fulfill all the required shifts.  The successful candidate will be a flexible team
player, have a strong customer service ethic, be capable of shelving items using the Dewey decimal system or an
alphabetical system, and the ability to use our computerized check out system.  Duties include shelving items, shelf
reading, checking items in and out, and assisting staff in filling displays.

Qualifications include - high school diploma preferred but students in grades 11 and 12 with valid working
papers will also be considered.  Closing Date: July 24, 2009.  Wage: $7.57 - $7.83 per hour to start, depending
upon experience.  Send letter of application and résumé to: Amy Inglis, Director, Barrington Public Library, 39
Province Road, Barrington, N.H. 03825.  Website: www.barringtonlibrary.com; e-mail: blibrary@metrocast.net.
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IMLS PUBLISHES FY  2007 PUBLIC LIBRARY SURVEY REPORT
Press Release

Jeannine Mjoseth, jmjoseth@imls.gov
Mamie Bittner, mbittner@imls.gov

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has issued the Public Library Survey (PLS) report for
fiscal year 2007.  This is the second PLS report released since IMLS was given responsibility for the annual
survey, which includes information on population of service areas, service outlets, library collections and services,
library staff, and operating revenue and expenditures.  New this year IMLS has included trend data (7-10 years)
with graphs and maps on selected items.  IMLS reports will continue to document these trends during subsequent
fiscal years.  More than 9,000 libraries were surveyed in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rice, and the Virgin Islands.  The survey had a 97.6% response rate.

"IMLS is proud to release this report six months earlier than last year," said Anne-Imelda M. Radice, IMLS
Director.  "The report highlights a steady increase in library use over the last 10 years, with patrons accessing an
incredible range of information resources and programs across the country.  Recent national news reports sug-
gest that public library use is even more pronounced in the last 6 months as a consequence of the economic
downturn.  In these difficult times, people are turning to a trusted, relevant community resource for vital informa-
tion and support."

The report includes a number of key findings to assist the library community, and policymakers, at the local,
state, and national level, in making decisions to better their communities.

*The grown in per capita circulation from FY 2006 to FY 2007 was a continuation of the
steady growth that has occurred since FY 2000.  Per capita circulation grew from 6.4 ma-
terials per person to 7.4 materials per person from FY 2000 to FY 2007, an increase of 16%.

*Nationwide, visits to public libraries totaled 1.4 billion, or 4.9 library visits per capita, a small
increase from the 4.8 visits per capita that were made during FY 2006.  As in the case of per
capita circulation, this is a continuation of a larger, longer upward trend.  Per capita visitation
increased from 4.2 to 4.9 between FY 1998 and FY 2007, an overall increase of 17%.

*In FY 2007, total nationwide circulation of public library materials was 2.2 billion, or 7.4 ma-
terials circulated per capita these were slight increases from the 2.1 billion total materials and
7.3 materials per capita that were circulated during FY 2006.

*Internet terminals available for public use in public libraries nationwide numbered 208,000,
or 3.6 per 5,000 people.  These were increases from the previous year's figures of 196,000
total terminals and 3.4 terminals per 5,000 people.

*Nationwide circulation of children's materials was 739.7 million, or 34% of total circulation
during FY 2007.  Attendance at children's programs was 59.0 million in FY 2007, up from
57.6 million the prior year.

The FY 2007 survey is the 20th in the series.  On October 1, 2007 responsibility for the PLS was transferred
to IMLS from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), along with the State Library Agency Survey.
The U.S. Census Bureau collects the data under a contract with IMLS.  The survey's extraordinary response
rate results form the cooperative effort between the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies, IMLS, and the
Census Bureau.

For more information on library statistics, visit www.imls.gov/statistics.
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MARGARET MARSCHNER
by Michael York, State Librarian

NH State Library, Concord

On June 24th an icon of the New Hampshire Library Community hung up her spikes.  After more than 38
years, Margaret Marschner, Director of the Conway Public Library retired.  I had the privilege of speaking at the
reception the library trustees held to honor Margaret and to highlight her accomplishments since being appointed
Library Director in March, 1971.  I spoke of Margaret's willingness to always step in and help on committees for
NHLA or the committees the State Library asked her to serve on and chair.  Margaret has been recognized a
number of times by her peers for her outstanding achievements.  She has been named Librarian of the Year,
twice by NHLTA in 1980 and again in 2007.  We will miss you Margaret, we all wish you an enjoyable and rest-
ful retirement, enjoy your grandchildren.

Michael York, State Librarian reads a
Commendation, signed by Governor
Lynch to Margaret Marschner.
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DOES YOUR RURAL PUBLIC LIBRAR Y NEED NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS?
Press Release

CLiF's Rural Library Sponsorship
(802) 244-0944

www.clifonline.org

The Children's Literacy Foundation (CLiF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to nurturing a love of reading
and writing among children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont.  CLiF's programs have already touched
the lives of many thousands of children across the Twin states.

One of the ways CLiF supports children's literacy is by awarding Rural Library Sponsorships for libraries in
town with less than 5,000 inhabitants.  Each sponsorship includes $2,000 worth of new, high-quality, children's
books as well as a 45-minute storytelling presentation to all the town's elementary school children at which we
deliver all the new books.  Please note that libraries are able to choose the books they would like from a list of
more than 750 titles.

Most CLiF book delivery celebrations take place at the local elementary school, and we typically have ev-
ery child in town from Kindergarten to Grade 6 attend these special events.  It's a very memorable occasion that
rekindles the children's interest in books and reading, and reminds them of the treasures that await them at their
local library.  Most libraries find that their children's book circulation increases significantly, immediately following
a CLiF sponsorship.

If your library is interested in applying, please visit us online at www.clifonline.org to download an application
or contact CLiF at (802) 244-0944 and we will be happy to send you one.  The deadline for the applications are
February 1st and August 1st.  Each year CLiF sponsors 24 rural public libraries.  This sponsorship is completely
free for your library!

For more information about CLiF's Rural Library Sponsorship, please visit us online at www.clifonline.org or
contact us with any questions at (802) 244-0944.
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KIDS, BOOKS AND THE ARTS 2009
by Ann Hoey, Youth Services Consultant

NH State Library
(603) 271-6826

http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/services/librarians/kids_books.html

This spring, the N.H. State Library awarded 55 Kids, Books and the Arts grants to public libraries around
the state.  Kids, Books and the Arts is a project done in conjunction with the N.H. Summer Reading Program
and the Children's Librarians of New Hampshire.  Artists apply to be on the Kids, Books and the Arts Roster
and are selected in the fall.  These Roster artists then perform at a showcase in the spring.  Librarians may then
apply for a grant to bring one of these presenters to their community during the summer.  The Kids, Books and
the Arts project helps libraries bring high quality artists to their communities and helps them encourage children
and families to participate in the summer reading program.  The Kids, Books and the Arts project is supported
with LSTA funds, as well as donations by the Byrne Foundation, Children's Librarians of New Hampshire, the
Cogswell Benevolent Trust, the Saul O Sidore Memorial Foundation, and the New Hampshire Library Associa-
tion.  Winning public libraries include:

Ashland Town Library Lee Public Library
Bartlett Public Library Miner Memorial Library, Lempster
Bath Public Library Lisbon Public Library
Berlin Public Library Aaron Cutler Memorial Library, Litchfield
Boscawen Public Library Littleton Public Library
Mary E Bartlett Library, Brentwood Maxfield Public Library, Loudon
Minot-Sleeper Library, Bristol Madbury Public Library
Elkins Library, Canterbury Frost Free Library, Marlborough
Oscar Foss Memorial Library, Barnstead Olivia Rodham Memorial Library, Nelson
Chesterfield Public Library Whipple Free Library, New Boston
Conway Public Library Newfields Public Library
Dalton Public Library Richards Free Library, Newport
Taylor Library, East Derry Gale Library, Newton
Effingham Public Library Hall Memorial Library, Northfield
Epsom Public Library Blaisdell Memorial Library, Nottingham
George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library, Francestown Ossipee Public Library
Freedom Public Library Pelham Public Library
Goffstown Public Library Pembroke Town Library
Stephenson Memorial Library Ingalls Memorial Library, Rindge
Northumberland Public Library Salisbury Free Library
Harrisville Public Library Sanbornton Public Library
Tucker Free Public Library Somersworth Public Library
Hill Public Library Mt Caesar Union Library, Swanzey
Fuller Public Library, Hillsboro Cook Memorial Library, Tamworth
Hooksett Public Library Gafney Library, Wakefield
Kensington Public Library Joseph Patch Library, Warren
Nichols Memorial Library Shedd Free Library, Washington
Weeks Memorial Library, Lancaster
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A NEW PUBLIC LIBRAR Y FOR LEBANON
by Walter C. Paine, Vice-President and Treasurer

Lebanon Public Libraries Foundation
(603) 448-2459

http://leblibrary.com

Lebanon's first new library in 100 years is now under construction on Main Street, West Lebanon.  Named
for James and Willena Kilton, a West Lebanon couple who left a library bequest of $1.3 million in 1998.  The
Kilton Public Library will serve residents on the city's western side while the century-old "Carnegie" library near
the central green will continue to serve those on the east.

The Kiltons intended their bequest for renovation of West Lebanon's small original library, or to fund a re-
placement.  Eight years ago, the library committee hired an architect to evaluate enlargement of the old brick
building.  He reported that the library's "postage stamp" lot ruled out expansion.  To properly serve a growing
population, the study group agreed, the city would need to construct a new library in a more spacious location.

Several sites were considered before the library committee decided to acquire a vacant 1.3 acre lot on Main
Street, using a portion of the Kilton legacy.  The location happened to be across the street from the existing li-
brary, and one already served by public transportation.

The contemporary, single floor structure now under way will provide 15,300 square feet of light and airy
"people space," opening on an outdoor courtyard with benches for visitors to sit and read or simply relax and en-
joy a park-like setting.  As a centennial tribute to the past, the new building will retain the old library's handsome
stained glass windows.

The design incorporates a number of "most wanted" features mentioned by respondents to a community needs
survey early in the planning process.  Among them, a central location; proximity to schools; easy access for all;
a landscaped, tree-lined setting; more books and materials, and a spacious meeting room, for use as a voting place
and other social activities.

The Kilton's design provides for all of the above.  The 1,200 square-foot community room (with service
kitchen) seats 125 visitors and may be closed off from the library proper.  A rear entrance, and corridor art gallery
for the exhibition of works by local artists, will enable after-hours use.

As depicted by lead architect, Jeff Hoover, of Tappé Associates, a Boston firm specializing in libraries, the
new building's facade draws mixed reviews.  "Not in keeping with what's already there," some say, while others
object to the sharply angled roof lines as "too radical."  However, even critics agree that no particular style de-
fines the present motley assortment of buildings along Main Street.  If, as Library Director Lou Ungarelli predicts,
the new library becomes the prime "destination" on Main Street, its stylish presence will influence both the char-
acter and quality of West Lebanon's future development.

When completed, the Kilton will be the state's first LEED-certified "Gold" library (the next highest level)
signifying that both architect and builder (the MacMillin Company of Keene) have adhered to the precepts of
"Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design."  According to the U.S. Green Building Council, LEED de-
signed buildings conserve energy and water, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, send less waste to landfills, lower
operating costs and provide a healthier environment for employees and visitors.

In line with these principles, the new facility will maximize use of natural light and utilize radiantly heated
floors, supplied by a closed Geo-thermal system circulating water warmed by the natural heat from deep under-
ground "No fossil fuel will be consumed at Kilton library" says architect Jeff Hoover, noting that, a wood fired-
pellet stove will also be available as a backup in extreme conditions.
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The library is scheduled to open next spring.  Among its amenities will be 16 computers with WI FI connec-
tion, one self-checkout unit, six online public access catalogs, plus a microfilm reader/printer and two photocopi-
ers.  Director Ungarelli says he plans to open with about 15,000 books and gradually build the collection to the
designed capacity of 50,000, plus reference materials, DVDs, CDs and videos.  Along with seating for more than
100 visitors, the design includes a cafe.

Adequate parking, always a concern in a downtown area, will be provided by 27 daytime spaces on site, with
a total of 215 adjacent spaces available after hours, enabling use of the community room for a wide variety of
purposes, in line with what has become a national trend: the perception of libraries as "community living rooms."

A campaign goal of $5.2 million would be daunting in the best of times, not to mention in the current reces-
sionary environment.  Yet the prospect of adding a first-class, long-awaited library to Lebanon's existing mix of
good schools, quality medical care and exceptional natural surroundings, has sparked an outstanding public re-
sponse.

The total of new money raised to date (including the city's munificent gift of $1.5 million), now stands at $3.5
million in gifts and pledges.  Adding to the Kilton's visionary bequest, the additional amount needed to fully fund
the project is something less than 9% of the campaign goal, a truly remarkable "stretch" effort by residents, mer-
chants, local foundations, and the corporate community of New Hampshire's smallest city!

When enough people want something so essential to the quality of community life as a fine up-to-date library,
they can, and will, make it happen!
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LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

NEWS FROM

For teens and 'tweens, there will be a movie
night, Guitar Hero party, palm reading, a Read/Eat-
a-thon, Yoga, and tie-dying.

For adults we have a genealogy workshop,
yoga, gardening for New Hampshire landscapes,
Selling on E-Bay, a Meet the Author Luncheon with
cooking demonstration, jewelry-making, pet care, a
40th anniversary party for the lunar landing, an
Adult Read/Eat-a-thon, scrapbooking and a show-
ing of the recently restored films Meredith: the
First 200 Years and Close Shave.  We will also
continue our Friday matinees the last Friday of ev-
ery month.

Some programs will require advance registra-
tion, so please be sure to check sign-up require-
ments.  Please call the library at 279-4303 or go to
our website - www.meredithlibrary.org for more
information.

Enjoy your summer and please be sure to stop
by the air conditioned library.  We have wireless
access as well as 8 PC's for patron use.  In addition
to our latest bestsellers, be sure to check out our
DVD and CD collections, audio books, and maga-
zines.

Meredith Public Librar y - Summer reading began at the Meredith Public Library on Tuesday, June
23rd. We have programs for children, teens and adults.  Children, be sure to stop by the Children's Room any-
time to pick up a reading log.  Keep track of the minutes you read or are read to all summer and collect re-
ward bucks to purchase prizes at one or both of our prize weeks.

For teens and adults we have a Library Bingo raffle.  Pick up a bingo sheet and get a bingo either across,
down or diagonally.  Drop completed bingos off at the main desk and be entered in our weekly drawings.  Pick
up a new Bingo card after dropping off the old one.  There will be different drawings for teens and 'tweens ages
10-17 and for adults age 18 and over.

In addition to logs and bingo sheets, be sure to check out one of our many programs for all ages during the
summer.  For children we have a story walk, tell and draw workshop, Afternoon Adventures, Kite making
workshop, Hot and Sticky  Wildlife, a magician, musician and a storyteller and much more.

-submitted by Erin Apostolos, Director
Meredith Public Library
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Rye, Rye Junior High School - The Rye Jun-
ior High 8th Grade students hosted an Art Show of the
Picturing America and original student work inspired
by the collection.  Picturing America is funded by the
National Endowment for the Humanities and The
American Library Association.  The Picturing
America project is a collection of 40 classical Ameri-
can art pieces that depict our history and culture.
These works have inspired student interpretations,
which were also on display.  Students have been
studying the collection since the fall and have focused
on one piece for research and interpretation.  The
show has been sponsored by the Rye PTA.  Plans are
being made for integrating the We The People Book-
shelf collection for the 2009-2010 school year as well
as the Picturing America exhibit.

Nichols Memorial Librar y, Kingston - Let's get ready for Summer Reading!  School may be out
for the summer, but that doesn't mean students should stop reading.  Continue to read throughout the summer
to keep your mind active and alert.  A recent study through Scholastic suggests that young adults who read as
few as six books over the summer maintain the level of reading skills they achieved during the preceding school
year.  Reading more books leads to even greater success.  When young adults are provided with 10 to 20 self-
selected books at the end of the regular school year, as many as 50% not only maintain their skills, but actually
make reading gains.

Keeping that in mind, the Nichols Memorial Library has teamed up with Sanborn Regional High School
and has many books available for your summer reading pleasure.  We have the 2009 Sanborn Regional High
School Summer Reading List.  Selected books that are accessible to young adults will have a pink dot on the
spine label.  These books will be displayed on the large table as you walk through the front door of the library.
A word of advice to our young readers would be - to come and get the books that you would like to read now
before someone else checks out your choice.  Also, know that if your choice is unavailable, you may be placed
on the reserve list.

Some of the titles available for young adults to read throughout the summer include Twilight the series by
Stephanie Meyer, Eragon the series by Christopher Paolini, Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson, A Child Called
It by Dave Pelzer, Without a Map by Meredith Hall, Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult, The Yankee Years by
Joe Torre, Cirque de Freak the series by Darren Shan, Marley & Me by John Grogan, True Believer by
Nicholas Sparks, Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer and many more titles to choose from.

For all you young adults out there, summertime means camping trips, going to the beach, and just hanging
out, so why not do it with a good book.  Come in to the Nichols Memorial Library and see what we have to
offer to keep your mind occupied.

-submitted by Shay Favata, Director
Nichols Memorial Library, Kingston
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