MINUTES

BOARD OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING MEETING

Monday, March 7, 2005

1:00 PM

Room 201 – LOB

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kenneth R. Nielsen at 1:00 p.m.  

The following members were present:  Kenneth R. Nielsen, Esq., Florence E. Quast, Rep. David H. Russell, Peter Graves, George Twigg, III., Juanita Bruillard, Mark H. Tay, Esq., (arrived at 1:55 p.m.) Rep. John Dowd, and Judy Williams.  Also present for the Board were Board Counsel, Connie Stratton and Anna Mae Twigg, Clerk.

Full tape recorded transcripts are maintained by the Board.

Deliberations – the Board maintains full tape-recorded transcripts of each hearing and the deliberations on each.

Motion was made and seconded to accept the Minutes of the January 31, 2005 Board Meeting with the correction of the word “substitive” to “substantive” on the second page under Petition for Rules Changes.

Rules:  The Man 100-200-300-400 rules have been filed with the Director of Legislative Services.

State of NH Code of Ethics – Financial Interests for Board & Commissions – RSA 21-G are to be filed by Board Members by July 1, 2005.

SB 81 – Providing recourse for homeowners in manufactured housing parks who are confronted with unjustifiable rent increases public hearing will be held in the Senate Public & Municipal Affairs committee on Wednesday, February 2, 2005.  The Senate Public & Municipal Affairs committee will be voting on a recommendation of this bill.

Petition for Rules Changes received from Robert Stubbs on December 28, 2004.  The Board heard the Petition at its January 31, 2005 meeting and after hearing testimony from Mr. Stubbs and discussion by the Board, a motion was made to continue the discussion until March 7, 2005,  in order to reflect on what the Board heard and to consult with the Attorney General’s office.   Board Member Mark Tay recussed himself from the proceeding citing conflict of interest.  The Board felt that Mr. Stubbs was asking for something which the Board could not do, and that it is a statutory matter.  A motion was made by Board Member Peter Graves to deny the Petition based outside of the purvey of the Board.  The motion was seconded by Board Member George Twigg.  The vote was unanimous.  A decision will be issued and presented to the Board at the April 4, 2005 meeting.

Complaint

001-05:  Cheryl Hodgdon (POA for Thelma Valley) v. Donald Toy was received January 25, 2005.  Issue: RSA 205-A:2, owner refuses to let resident sell home or let home remain in park if sold.  Mrs. Valley moved into the home in 1999.  The home is an 1968 model which Mrs. Valley purchased in 1998 and was allowed to buy it at that time.  The issue is:  Why can’t she sell the now at this time?   The home is vacant and the Complainant is paying lot rent and upkeep.  Mrs. Valley has had two offers and both were denied by Mr. Toy for the reason that the home is too old and Park Rule IX: A-9 states that all manufactured homes over 10 years old and less than 14 feet wide are classified obsolete by the Park Rules and shall not be permitted to be placed in the park or kept in the park upon resale.  After hearing testimony, the parties took a break to resolve the matter.  A settlement agreement was presented to pay the Complainant $16,500 within 5 days, and she will convey the home to the park.  The Board felt this figure was too low as Mrs. Valley had a cash offer of $31,500 in August 2002, and another offer of $30,000 in July 2004.  A new agreement was presented by the Respondent to pay the Complainant $30,000 in 15 days.  Also, a notice will be given to the tenants regarding the rule change in Park Rule IX:A-9.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Minutes Jan. 31, 2005.doc

