MINUTES

BOARD OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING MEETING 

Monday, March 10, 2003

1:00 PM

Room 201 – LOB

Chairman Kenneth Nielsen called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

The following members were present:  Sherrie Keith Dumont, Rep. Robert Letourneau, Judy Williams, Linda Rogers, Steve Baker and Atty. Kenneth Nielsen.  Absent were Rep. David Russell, Florence Quast and Tom Salatiello.  Also present for the Board was Atty. Connie Stratton, AG’s Office legal counsel to the Board, and Anna Mae Twigg, Clerk.

Other persons and parties in attendance included Jan Hervey, Barry Krasnow, Kelly Corbelle, Tinamarie Smith and Atty. Philip Desfosses.

Full tape recorded transcripts are maintained by the Board.

Deliberations – the Board maintains full tape-recorded transcripts of each hearing and the deliberations on each.

Motion was made and seconded to accept the Minutes of the January 27, 2003 Board Meeting.  

Complaint Hearings:  
005-02:  Jan Hervey v. Tinamarie Smith, Portsmouth Mobile Homes, Inc., d/b/a Hillcrest Estates.
The Chairman swore in Barry Krasnow and Jan Hervey.  Mr. Krasnow, friend of Ms. Hervey, testified on behalf of Ms. Hervey.  Passed out a letter that was part of the complaint attachment, along with exhibits.  Read a list of complaints: shed, garage and skirting and occupancy issues remain.  Atty. Desfosses agreed that the skirting would be acceptable.  Mr. Krasnow introduced photos of other buildings in the park with oversized sheds and/or garages.  Would like to keep the latticework as shown in the photos.  Atty. Desfosses wants the latticework replaced with solid vinyl.  Mrs. Hervey replied that she purchased the shirting 24 years ago and could not match it.  Ms. Hervey stated that she has used the antenna for 24 years and it is in good working order.  She did not use cable TV.  The antenna was installed with the blessing of the park.  There are no current rules in force at this time that does not allow antennas.  Park said “aesthetic” reasons for removing antenna.  If a buyer wants the antenna removed Ms. Hervey said she would remove it at that time.  Quite a bit of discussion ensued concerning occupancy.  The park will only allow 3 persons to occupy her 3-bedroom home.  Park says 250 sq. feet per person.  Home is 980 sq. feet. The home is empty and for sale.  Ms. Hervey is paying $291 per month plus utilities and plowing, in addition to paying for her new home.  Atty. Desfosses says Ms. Hervey’s home is not large enough to accommodate 4 people.  (20 sq. feet short).  Ms. Hervey moved out of the home in August 2002.  July 2002 purchased new home.  Ms. Hervey has home listed for $65,900, she paid $19,000.  Paying for both homes.  She is not allowed to lease her home per park rules.  Shed issue: The sheds were put on in 1978, 1987; garage in 1988-89.  Atty. Desfosses asked if the garage roof could be easily removed.  Ms. Hervey replied no.  Atty. Desfosses asked if there were three sheds or attachments.  Mrs. Hervey replied yes.  He feels as though it is time to be brought into compliance with park rules.  Atty. Desfosses said sheds were built without permission, but would have approved the garage for snow blower.  When home is sold there is capital available to make required changes.  He wants her to remove one small section of the “garage” addition, to remove TV antenna and replace latticework with siding to match home. 
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Agreement was made between parties that Ms. Hervey would pay park $200 to remove sheds.  Atty. Desfosses agreed to allow the antenna to stay along with the latticework.  Issues left are siding and occupancy.

Deliberation:  1) Shed: Parties reached agreement for $200 the park owner will remove the shed.  2) Antenna can stay.  3) Skirting issue:  Vinyl has to go.  4) Number of residents in the home.  

RSA 205-A:2 IV – Skirting – park owner can require skirting.  Before the home is sold skirting must meet standards.  Rep. Letourneau feels it is unreasonable for a 3-bedroom home not to have 2 adults and 2 children.  The park requires 250 sq. feet per person.  `Home is 980 sq. feet.  Linda Rogers stated HUD code in 1976 was reasonable for 2 people per bedroom.  Connie Stratton, AG Legal Counsel to Board suggested that the parties submit law on issue.  The parties were requested to obtain HUD standards or law to indicate minimum square footage for number of residents in the home.  The parties have 30 days (April 9, 2003) to submit requested information to the board regarding occupancy.  

006:02:  Kelley Corbelle v. Tinamarie Smith, Portsmouth Mobile Homes, Inc., d/b/a Hillcrest Estates.  The issues are similar to the Hervey complaint.  The home is for sale for $75,000.  The shed is no longer an issue as Atty. Desfosses agreed to allow it to stay.  The issue with the skirting is to put it back into the track.  The sawhorses have been removed.  Oil tank compliance requires a letter from the oil company.  Parties agreed on the issues at hand.  The Clerk will help with a Memorandum of Agreement between the parties.  No decision is necessary and the matters have been resolved.  

Approval of draft order – 004-02:  Brian W. McAdams v. Wagon Wheel Tenants Cooperative, Inc.  Concern over the statute of limitations and also board member Florence Quast recussed herself from hearing.  Chairman Nielsen will revise the decision.

Other Business  Rep. Robert Letourneau elected Vice Chairman to replace Rep. Henderson.  Sherrie Keith Dumont Recording Secretary.

HB 1153 Study Committee:  Establishing a committee to study the jurisdiction of the board of manufactured housing.  Final Report filed on October 10, 2002.  No further legislation was recommended.

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for 1:00 p.m., Monday, April 28, 2003 in Room 201 LOB.

Meeting adjourned at 4:13 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Rep. Robert J. Letourneau, Board Secretary

Minutes Mar. 10, 2003.doc

