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I. PURPOSE: 

A. To provide a forum of legal, financial, administrative, and healthcare professionals where 
serious healthcare needs of inmates and the scope of correctional healthcare practice can be 
defined or clarified. 

B. To serve as a consultative body to assist staff in cases in which issues are regarded as beyond 
the scope of routine correctional healthcare practice. 

 
II. APPLICABILITY: 
 To all staff, including consultants 
 
III. POLICY: 
 It is the policy of the Department of Corrections that a Health Care Review Committee (HCRC) be 

established to review healthcare cases and policies that pose significant legal, financial, 
administrative, or medical risk and may advise healthcare providers toward an ethically and 
financially balanced plan of action.  Healthcare providers, practicing within the scope of their 
license or recognized skills, retain final control over clinical decisions. 

 
IV. PROCEDURE: 

A. The HCRC meets at least quarterly.  Membership includes: 
1. Chief physician 
2. Administrative Director, Division of Medical and Forensic Services, who serves as 

chair of the committee. 
3. Medical Director, Division of Medical and Forensic Services 
4. Chief Dental Officer 
5. Department of Corrections Staff Attorney 
6. Director of Quality Improvement 
7. Acting Director of Nursing 

B. Staff and consultants should bring cases meeting any of the following criteria for Committee 
review: 
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1. Cases representing a conflict of clinical, legal, administrative, or financial conflict. 
2. Cases beyond routine correctional health practice. 
3. Cases posing any extraordinary risk or liability. 
4. Policies needing clarification or interpretation. 

C. If a staff person has a case meeting the above criteria, that staff person should contact the 
committee chair to be scheduled for presentation. 

D. Cases or policy discussions are heard and discussed with an attempt for consensus among the 
group.  However, in matters involving specific cases, practitioners need only take the 
recommendation under advisement. 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
Standards for the Administration of Correctional Agencies
Second Edition. Standards 
 
Standards for Adult Correctional Institutions
Fourth Edition Standards 
 
Standards for Adult Community Residential Services
Fourth Edition. Standards 
 
Standards for Adult Probation and Parole Field Services
Third Edition. Standards 
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