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Summary:

The Cavender Road Bridge is one of two bridges of its type remaining in New Hampshire.
It is a pin-connected low Pratt truss. Once a common type of truss for bridges on small
streams, pin-connected Pratt trusses have become exceedingly rare because they were
generally designed for horse-drawn traffic and have been replaced as automobiles and
motor trucks have imposed heavier loads and greater impacts on bridges. The Cavender
Road Bridge represents an important chapter in the history of American engineering as well
as an important chapter in the history of transportation in New Hampshire.

History:

The Cavender Road Bridge was built in 1906 by the Groton Bridge Company of Groton,
New York. The bridge was a joint enterprise of the towns of Hancock and Greenfield.
Each town paid $433, half the cost of the span.

The Contoocook River had had a bridge at this location since 1780. In 1863, the two
towns built a low truss bridge to replace the original structure, a simple span of wooden
stringers or horizontal beams, probably supported by a pier in the middle of the stream.
The new structure was a wooden span similar to the present bridge in its low proportions
and lack of overhead connections between its two side trusses. The two wooden trusses
were sheathed with boards to protect them from damage from rain.

The present bridge represents a once-common design for small spans. The Groton Bridge
Company, which maintained an eastern district office in Fitchburg, Massachusetts,
undoubtedly built many such structures throughout the northeastern United States, but today
we know of only four spans that this company erected in New Hampshire.






