
First NH State House 

Public Meeting 

Discover Portsmouth Center 

March 13, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:16 pm. 

 

In Attendance:  Laura Black, Peter Michaud, Deborah Gagne, Christine 

Cruiess, Blake Hayes, James Stevens, Jason Bailey, Stephen Gianotti, 

Dennis Robinson, Maryellen Burke, Valerie Cunningham, Richard Candee, 

Nancy Carmer, Kerry Vautrot, Brad [ ]  

 

Maryellen Burke, Executive Director of the Discover Portsmouth Center, 

welcomed people to the facility.  This is the first event in the 

Discover Portsmouth Center since they completed their million-dollar 

renovation. 

 

Laura welcomed guests and gave a brief overview of the project and 

introduced the consultants for interpretation and economic impact and 

then handed over the meeting to Stephen Gianotti who welcomed all and 

asked people to introduce themselves. 

 

Blake Hayes of Cherry Valley Group presented an overview of his report 

[Interpretation Assessment] on the First State House. [See PowerPoint 

presentation for details.] 

 

James Stevens of ConsultEcon, Inc presented an overview of his report 

on the economic viability of the concepts and the positive impacts of 

preservation and heritage tourism for NH. [See PowerPoint presentation 

for details.] 

 

Stephen then opened the general discussion.  Christine Miller Cruiess 

commented on the interior space experience and the fact that the 

interior finishes are missing.  Blake clarified that it would be the 

interpretive media that would help create that experience. 

 

Two questions were presented: 

 

What strikes you about what you heard today? 

What ideas shared with you today are the most important to consider as 

the outcome of this planning project is decided? 

 

Maryellen Burke asked who would be making the decisions.  Laura Black 

responded with information on the consultant round table and the data 

based discussion and that recommendation/s will be crafted and 

presented in the final grant report. 

 

Valerie Cunningham asked to who these recommendations will be made. 

Laura responded that it would be to the State of New Hampshire. 

 

Nancy Carmer asked for clarification on the archaeological lab.  Is it 

a virtual lab?  Blake responded that it would be a small physical lab 

that would be potentially used and housed by a preservation program. 

Richard Candee felt that the State of NH would not fund this and that 

it would likely be a low priority for an educational institution. 

 



Maryellen Burke asked if during any of these input sessions from the 

community, where and when did any inclination of any actual people who 

said I want to fund this, I want to lead this, I want to take this on, 

I have a place for this?  If this is not there, what is the point of 

the recommendations? 

 

R.Candee stated that it is a totally useless operation, nobody wants 

it. 

 

B.Hayes responded that there were about ten people at the last meeting 

who do want it, but there have not been any further movement. 

 

As a former member of the committee, Dennis Robinson felt that the 

committee was passionate but not motivated.  At this meeting, there is 

nobody here who has not been here since the beginning and that this has 

all been discussed before. 

 

R.Candee feels that it should not be done. 

 

Dennis Robinson feels that the story of the State House does not have 

any interest to anyone, but it is a very good story and an important 

story.  We went from a transfer from a royal government to a self 

supporting republic that represents a transformation of power that 

happened on one street (Langdon House, Wentworth House, State House all 

on or very near Pleasant Street.)  We have something, but we really do 

not have anything with this resource.  We have a story related to a 

building but no building.  The virtual concept gives us the opportunity 

to tell the story and to do traveling exhibits using pieces of the 

building.  The story is also why can’t we let go of these pieces of 

wood.  What are we clinging to?  More or less it is a bloodless 

transition from one white guy to another. 

 

Nancy Carmer likes the combination of the virtual exhibit and the 

traveling exhibit.  She likes the idea that it can travel in NH and be 

shared with everyone in the state. 

 

James Stevens of ConsultEcon felt that the biggest impact could be with 

small communities.  A small exhibit in Portsmouth would be very big in 

other areas of the state. 

 

Nancy Carmer thought the model Vietnam Memorial is an example where the 

model is just as moving as the real thing. 

 

Dennis R. felt we have an opportunity to share the relic with the 

citizens in NH (give them a piece of it) and make it meaningful for 

them. 

 

Comments were made about the fact that important state historic 

resources are currently not being stewarded (like the Wentworth 

Coolidge Mansion.) Kerry responded that we have documented the First 

State House and that is our responsibility, and we can now move on.  We 

have an opportunity with public programming that is not dependent on 

future investment of the resource. 

 

Christine Miller Cruiess suggested that if this was under the Section 

106 process, this would be well beyond due diligence and that it would 

be acceptable to deaccession it. 



 

Maryellen Burke commented that James’ data on the tourists would be 

useful to other organizations and she would like a copy of it.  (It 

will be online!) 

 

The final grant report must be completed before May 18th, 2012. 

 

Maryellen Burke asked why did we use out of state consultants?  Laura 

responded that we sent out our RFP’s both locally and out of state and 

that each proposal was judged based on a matrix developed by the 

qualifications listed in the RFP. 

 

Dennis repeated the offer he made in 1998.  He suggested a traveling 

exhibit that would use pieces from the original object.  He likes the 

idea of taking it and using it as furniture for the current state 

house, to give some out, and use some as part of the exhibit.  Dennis 

would like to tell the story in the form of a book on the founding of 

it, the life of the building, and why it would not die.  Pieces could 

be made into bookmarks that are given with copies of the books.  The 

more widely something happens, the more diverse and interesting it is. 

 If something big does not happen, it will look like a large boondoggle 

waste of money and journalists like himself will not be able to avoid 

telling that story. 

 

Blake Hayes commented that the last public meeting was filled with 

people who would have “strangled us” if they entertained such a 

suggestion. 

 

Laura suggested that there is a public online survey and encouraged 

people to fill them out.  They officially close on March 23rd. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Peter Michaud 

NHDHR 

 


