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Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New Hampshire values of heritage, hard
work, productivity, and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role of agriculture in our state's image and its
economy, and they serve as scenic landmarks for residents and visitors alike. They are among our most highly
valued heritage resources, but many can no longer generate sufficient income to prevent their loss by decay or
demolition. In order to assist the owners who are making an effort to preserve these irreplaceable assets, it is
hereby declared to be public policy and in the public interest of this state to establish a matching grants
program consisting of funds from private and public sector grants, gifts, and donations for preserving historic
agricultural structures in New Hampshire.

RSA 227-C:27, 1999

The Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee was established by HB 395 (Chapter 285, Laws of
1999), which became effective as RSA 227-C:27 - 227-C:32 in July, 1999. The committee first met in October, 1999;
because it was not established until the second year of the biennium, its first biennial report covered the period

October 1999 to November 1, 2000. This, the committee’s third biennial report, covers the period November 1,
2002 to October 31, 2004. The Advisory Committee has met frequently during the biennium, and subcommittees

and task forces have had their own additional work sessions. The committee has focused its efforts on three
principal concerns: Education and Outreach, Financial Assistance, and Tax Issues, with notable achievements in
each area.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Preserving Old Barns: Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource, written by committee member John Porter
and by Francis Gilman, UNH Agricultural Engineer Emeritus, was published in August 2001 by UNH
Cooperative Extension, with the assistance of the NH Preservation Alliance and the NH Division of Historical
Resources (DHR). It took first place in the 2003 National Association of County Agricultural Agents
Communications Contest, winning out over 64 other entries. The first 4,000 copy printing was a sellout, and
a second printing was published in 2004. This handbook, which includes practical information about barn
preservation and a photographic history of New Hampshire barns, is widely available within the state and
online from national booksellers.

The Advisory Committee has sponsored workshops, presentations, lectures, and exhibits at the annual
“New Hampshire Farm & Forest Expo," the NH Municipal Association / Local Government Center annual
conferences for municipal officials; at the NH Office of State Planning / NH Office of Energy and Planning
annual spring planning & zoning workshops, and at the NH Preservation Alliance's biennial “Old House &
Barn Expo” in April 2003. The committee will also participate in the 2005 "Old House & Barn Expo."

The Education and Outreach Task Force has been expanded to include New Hampshire historical museums
with barns, facilitating new connections for developing agriculturally-oriented museum, interpretive, and
tourism programs. The Task Force meets regularly at museums and historic sites around the state.

Advisory Committee members have presented numerous slide lectures, talks, workshops, and interviews
throughout New Hampshire, to local groups and statewide organizations, about barn preservation needs,
opportunities, techniques and incentives.

Advisory Committee members participated in legislative hearings pursuant to SB 519 (2004) in Concord,
Haverhill, Keene and Lancaster, to study the establishment of a farm viability program for New Hampshire.
A voluntary statewide survey of historic farm buildings, initiated in 1999, continues to generate broad
public interest. More than 500 individual survey entries are on file at the NH Division of Historical Resources.
Community-wide surveys have been sponsored by Heritage Commissions and historical societies in about 18
towns. The survey results have become a resource for many other users, including municipal governments,
and for a variety of barn tours, barn programs, and barn calendars.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH, continued:

Barn preservation has become a popular subject with the news media. There has been extensive newspaper
coverage of barn preservation topics in local, state, and New England news outlets, and specialized
publications, including The Weekly Market Bulletin.

Together, the NH Preservation Alliance and the DHR have developed a mailing list of 2,124 Barn
Advocates, linked through a data base to facilitate special informational announcements and mailings.

The Advisory Committee is continuing its development of a statewide barn preservation network for New
Hampshire, to be identified by distinctive signs for members’ barns. The core group will be formed from the
Barn Advocates.

Several Advisory Committee members are also active in the NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture,
strengthening partnerships between agriculture, conservation, and preservation activities throughout the state.
The NH Preservation Alliance has become a national leader in barn preservation efforts. The New
Hampshire barn preservation program is recognized as a model by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, for its effective design and productive use of partnerships. Jennifer Goodman has organized and
moderated several presentations on barn and rural heritage preservation for the annual conferences of the
National Trust. She is the author, with Bill Kimball of the National Barn Alliance, of Protecting Older and
Historic Barns through Barn Preservation Programs, published by the National Trust in 2004.

Both the Preservation Alliance and the DHR have created informative barn preservation web sites, which
are interlinked with each other and with additional key resources for barn preservation.

The growing awareness of the worth of preserving historic barns has increased the numbers of businesses
and individuals specializing in barn repair and restoration in New Hampshire. However, the need for even
more experienced contractors and architects with a strong knowledge of repair techniques that are sympathetic
to these structures’ historical fabric continues to be a pressing problem throughout the state and region.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Financial Assistance Task Force is establishing partnerships between the Advisory Committee and
other interested groups and individuals to seek direct and indirect funding to help save historic New
Hampshire barns.

The NH Preservation Alliance, with the assistance of generous private support, has re-established its
matching grant program to help barn owners obtain professional assessments of the condition and
prioritized repair needs of their barns. By November 2004, 217 applications had been submitted, and 70
grants had been awarded.

The biennial budget for fiscal years 2003-2004, as approved by the Governor and the Legislature, included
an appropriation of $50,000. in each fiscal year for the Barn Preservation Fund established by RSA 227-C:28,
within the operating budget of the Division of Historical Resources. Unfortunately, before they could be
granted those funds were eliminated as a result of mandatory reductions to state agency budgets during the
biennium. A bill to fund the barn grants will be introduced in the 2005 legislative session.

Despite the growing popular interest in our agricultural heritage, the larger needs of barn preservation in
New Hampshire remain unmet. The Land & Community Heritage Investment Program, the Conservation
License Plate grants, and federal historic preservation funding for New Hampshire may provide some
assistance to public or private owners of historic barns, but each program places limits on the types of projects
that are eligible for funding . At present there is no state-funded program or service that could help private
owners to preserve their historic barns and farmstead buildings.

TAX ISSUES

RSA 79-D (Chapter 86, Laws of 2002, effective July 2, 2002) authorizes towns and other municipalities to
grant property tax relief to barn owners who (a) can demonstrate the public benefit of preserving their barns
or other old farm buildings, and (b) agree to maintain their structures throughout a minimum 10-year
preservation easement. RSA 79-D encourages barn owners to maintain and repair their buildings by
granting them specific tax relief and assuring them that assessments will not be increased as a result of new
repair and maintenance work. The program represents a uniquely New Hampshire approach, which is strictly
voluntary on the part of the property owner, and combines statewide eligibility criteria and guidelines with
decision-making and implementation at the local level. It is closely modeled after the state discretionary
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TAX ISSUES, continued:

easement program (RSA 79-C), which authorizes local governments to grant property tax relief to encourage
preservation of open land.

On or before April 15 of the new tax year, any owner of an historic barn or other farm building may seek relief by applying
to their local governing body (the Board of Selectmen or the town or city council) to grant a discretionary preservation
easement to the municipality and agreeing to maintain the structure in keeping with its historic integrity and character
during the term of the easement. The application, executed on a form provided by the N.H. Department of Revenue
Administration, includes a map showing the location of the structure(s) and a description of how the property meets the
prescribed test of public benefit. The town selectboard or appropriate city government department has 60 days in which to
act on the application. A public hearing is required, which may provide an opportunity for local historical societies or
other advisory groups to express support for barn preservation efforts. If the municipality determines, in exercising its
discretion, that the proposed preservation of the structure is consistent with the purpose of the law, it may acquire an
easement on the structure for a minimum of ten years and grant tax relief within a range of a 25 to 75% reduction of the
structure's full assessed value. Maintaining and repairing the building will not result in an increase in its assessed value

for property tax purposes.

For this program, “historic agricultural structure” is defined as a barn or other structure, including the land on which it
is built, which currently or formerly was used for agricultural purposes, is at least 75 years old, and (1) provides scenic
enjoyment to the general public from a public road or waterway; or (2) is historically important on a local, regional, state
or national level; or (3) contributes to the historic or cultural integrity of a property listed on or eligible for the New
Hampshire State or National Registers of Historic Places, or is in a locally designated historic district. In determining
eligibility, the Selectboard or appropriate city department shall refer to statewide guidelines adopted by the New
Hampshire Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee, and may weigh the public benefit to be gained by the
preservation of the structure versus the tax revenue to be lost if the easement is accepted. The statewide guidelines include
consideration of whether there is local interest and support for the structure’s preservation, its historic and agricultural
significance, and the degree to which tax relief will encourage its preservation.

More information, including a copy of the statute, a model discretionary preservation easement and a guide to assist
applicants and selectboards to work through the application and approval process is available from the New Hampshire
Preservation Alliance at admin@nhpreservation.org or http://www.nhpreservation.org, and from the NH Division of
Historical Resources "Tools for Preserving Barns" web site, at http.//www.nh.gov/nhdhr/barn.html and
http./fwww.nh.gov/mhdhr/barntaxincentives.html. The full text of the statute is also available on the state web site,
http.//www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/indexes/79-D.html.

Now that RSA 79-D is in effect, the Advisory Committee is working with the Department of Revenue
Administration and municipalities to facilitate the application process. Committee members have made
presentations at a number of workshops to familiarize regional planning commissions, local officials, barn
owners, local historical societies, heritage commissions, and historic district commissions with the new
incentive and its implementation. The program is increasingly being utilized around the state. Near the end of
2004, preservation easements which applied to 188 barns and other historic agricultural structures had been
accepted by 48 municipal governments.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

HELP PRESERVE BARNS AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS
RAISE AWARENESS OF BARN PRESERVATION ISSUES
e  STRENGTHEN THE NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC PRESERVATION MOVEMENT

»  obtain funds for the state matching grants program

= develop and conduct regional meetings around New Hampshire to encourage and assist
community initiatives for preservation of their local agricultural heritage

= consider creation of a self-sustaining citizens organization to promote and assist
identification and preservation of historic agricultural structures in New Hampshire

= secure a sufficient number of skilled and trained barn repair and preservation contractors to
meet current and projected needs.
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Legislative interest, research results, and public opinion all acknowledge that
New Hampshire's unique and irreplaceable legacy of historic agricultural
structures is at risk, and will not survive for the benefit of future generations
unless decisive action is taken now to arrest deterioration and assist owners to
preserve their barns and agricultural structures.

APPENDICES

Appendix I. Advisory Committee
Appendix II. NH Preservation Alliance “Barn Preservation FAQs” web site
Appendix III. NH Division of Historical Resources “Tools for Preserving Barns” web site

This report has been prepared by the NH Division of Historical Resources, on behalf of the Advisory Committee for
the New Hampshire Historic Structures Matching Grants Program, in accordance with the legislative directive at
RSA 227-C:29, II. For more information, please contact:

James McConaha Linda Ray Wilson

Director, Division of Historical Resources Deputy State Historic

NH State Historic Preservation Officer Preservation Officer

NH Division of Historical Resources NH Division of Historical Resources
19 Pillsbury Street 19 Pillsbury Street

Concord NH 03301-3570 Concord NH 03301-3570
Telephone 603-271-6435 Telephone 603-271-6434

FAX 603-271-3433 FAX 603-271-3433
James.McConaha@dcr.nh.gov Linda.Wilson@dcr.nh.gov

ROLFE BARN, PENACOOK, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Original acrylic painting by Joanne Robbins
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APPENDIXI. ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(HB 395 % CHAPTER 285, LAWS OF 1999 % RSA 227-C:27 -- RSA 227-C:32)

November 2004

Active Agriculturist
Scott Johnson

101 Range Road
Windham NH 03087

Active Agriculturist

James Mason

sheep@together.net

North Road

West Franklin NH 03235 603-934-2738

Stephen H. Taylor, Commissioner

NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food
staylor@agr.state.nh.us

State House Annex / 25 Capitol Street

Box 2042

Concord NH 03302-2042 603-271-3551

Tom Sloan,

NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food
tsloan@agr.state.nh.us

State House Annex /25 Capitol Street

Box 2042

Concord, NH 03302-2042 603-271-3685

Van McLeod, Commissioner

NH Department of Cultural Resources
vmcleod@library.state.nh.us

20 Park Street

Concord NH 03301-6314 603-271-2540

Sean O'Kane, Commissioner

NH Department. of Resources & Economic Development

Lcorriveau@DRED.State. NH.US

172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856
Concord NH 03302-1856 603-271-2411
NOTE: E-mails to designee preferred

Lori "Lily" Harnois, DRED Designee
International Specialist
NH Division of Travel and Tourism

NH Department of Resources & Economic Development

lharnois@dred.state.nh.us
172 Pembroke Road / PO Box 1856
Concord NH 03302-1856 603-271-2665

James McConaha, Director, Division of Historical
Resources / NH State Historic Preservation Officer
NH Division of Historical Resources
jmcconaha@nhdhr.state.nh.us

19 Pillsbury Street, 2nd Floor

Concord NH 03301-3570 603-271-6435

Linda Ray Wilson, Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer

NH Division of Historical Resources
lwilson@nhdhyr.state.nh.us

19 Pillsbury Street, 2nd Floor

Concord NH 03301-3570  603-271-6434

Rob Johnson, Executive Director
NH Farm Bureau Federation
ROBJ@nhfarmbureau.org

295 Sheep Davis Road

Concord NH 03301 603-224-1934
Fax 603-228-8432

Joanna Pellerin, Coordinator

NH State Conservation Committee
jjpscc@ttlc.net

110 North Rd.

Brentwood, NH 03833

175 High Street

Exeter NH 03833 603-679-2790

Abbott E. Rice

NH State Grange
28 Sunland Drive
Hudson, NH 03051
603-889-5575

Carl W. Schmidt, Chair

NH Historic Agricultural Structures
Advisory Committee
CarlandRika@uvalley.net

PO Box C / Main Street

Orford NH 03777 603-353-9307

John E. Pike, Dean and Director
UNH Cooperative Extension
John.Pike@unh.edu

59 College Road, Taylor Hall UNH
Durham, NH 03824  603-862-1520

John Porter, UNH Coop Extension Designee
Dairy Specialist

UNH Cooperative Extension
john.porter@unh.edu

315 Daniel Webster Highway

Liaison to NH Farm Service Agency

Robb R. Thomson, State Executive Director
USDA/NH Farm Service Agency
robb.thomson@nh.usda.gov

22 Bridge Street / 4th Floor

Concord NH 03301-4987 603-225-1435

Rep. George Musler, Chair
Gmusler@metrocast.net

House Environment & Agriculture Committee
449 Route 9

Barrington NH 03825-3410 603-664-2877

Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director
NH Preservation Alliance
jg@nhpreservation.org

PO Box 268

Concord NH 03302-0268 603-224-2281

Gabirielle Di Perri

NH Preservation Alliance
gd@nhpreservation.org

PO Box 268

Concord NH 03302-0268 603-224-2281

Pat Blevens

Program Assistant

NH Division of Historical Resources
Pblevens@nhdhr.state.nh.us

19 Pillsbury Street, 2nd Floor

Concord NH 03301-3570 603-271-3559

-- Page 5 --

Boscawen NH 03303 603-225-5505 / 603-796-2151


mailto:Tsloan@agr.state.nh.us
mailto:ROBJ@nhfarmbureau.org
mailto:Gmusler@metrocast.nit

NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES
ADVISORY COMMITTEE BIENNIAL REPORT

NOVEMBER 2002 % OCTOBER 2004

APPENDIXII. NH PRESERVATION ALLIANCE “BARN PRESERVATION FAQs” WEB SITE

http./fwww.nhpreservation.org/html/barnfag.htm

Go to http:/fwww.nhpreservation.org/htmli/barns.htm for links to all of the
New Hampshire Preservation Alliance barn preservation sites and resources

Barns: Frequently Asked Questions

What grants are available for saving my barn?

Currently, there is no funding available for hands-on reconstruction. The NH Division of Historical Resources
had been fortunate to offer two rounds of funding for barn reconstruction, but that source of funding is no
longer available. We are investigating sources of new funding.
http./fwww.nhpreservation.ory/pdf/barn_assessment.pdf

The Preservation Alliance offers a Historic Barn Assessment Grant, which is a competitive, matching grant
program. It provides matching funds for an expert in the field of barn restoration to comprehensively assess
a structure's needs and issue an in-depth report. Again, the Assessment Grant does not provide funds for
actual hands-on reconstruction. To request an application, contact the Project Director. Include your full
mailing address.

What is the historic barn tax incentive/RSA 79-D/discretionary preservation easement?
http./fwww.nhpreservation.org/pdf/barn_tax_incentive.pdf

A new State law, RSA 79-D, authorizes towns to grant property tax relief to barn owners who a) can
demonstrate the public benefit of preserving their barns or other farm buildings and b) agree to maintain their
structures throughout a minimum 10-year preservation easement. Applications are reviewed by the local board
of selectmen (or similar body) and if the board determines that the proposed preservation of the structure is
consistent with the purpose of the law, it may acquire an easement on the structure for a minimum of 10 years
and grant tax relief within a range of 25-75%.

e Tolearn more, and to access the text of the law and guidelines, visit the NH Division of Historical
Resources link.

¢ To download an application form in Adobe PDF format from the NH Department of Revenue
Administration, click here.

¢ A model discretionary preservation easement is available from the NH Preservation Alliance; telephone
603-224-2281.

Do you have a list of barn reconstruction professionals?

The Preservation Alliance maintains a short list of barn preservation contractors whose work we are familiar
with. We are also looking to expand the coverage of our list, particularly in northern NH. Contractors are
added to the list after the Preservation Alliance reviews past work and contacts references. The Preservation
Alliance maintains the list for informational purposes only and does not guarantee work performance. If you
are interested in obtaining a copy of the list or being added as a barn contractor, please contact us.

How can I keep up to date on grants and programs for barns?
Join the Preservation Alliance's Historic Barn Network. We'll share breaking news regarding grants, legislation
and special events. Call us at 603-224-2281 or sign up using our Join Us form (be sure to click Barn Network!)

When will the next barn reconstruction workshop be offered?
Keep checking our Events Calendar. Barn-related events from across the state and New England will be posted

there.

What other tools are available?
Visit Tools for Preserving Barns at the NH Division of Historical Resources.
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APPENDIXIII. NH DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
“TOOLS FOR PRESERVING BARNS” WEB SITE

http:/fwww.nh.qov/nhdhr/barn.html

NEW HAMPSHIRE DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

State of New Hampshire, Department of Cultural Resources 603-271-3483 or 271-3558
19 Pillsbury Street, Concord, NH 03301-3570 FAX 603-271-3433
Voice/ TDD RELAY ACCESS 1-800-735-2964 preservation@dcr.nh.gov

TOOLS FOR PRESERVING BARNS

"Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive New Hampshire values of heritage, hard work,
productivity and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role of agriculture in our state's image and its economy,
and they serve as scenic landmarks for residents and visitors alike."

-- New Hampshire RSA 227-C:27, 1999
Recognition

The National Register of Historic Places - NH Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR), 603-271-3483.
The New Hampshire State Register of Historic Places - NHDHR, 603-271-3483.

The New Hampshire Barn Survey Project -- NHDHR, 603-271-3483.

Farms of Distinction - NH Dept. of Agriculture, Markets & Food, 603-271-3551.

Grant Programs and Tax Incentives

Property Tax Incentives - property tax relief for owners of historic New Hampshire barns and other
agricultural buildings, NHDHR at 603-271-3483.

Barn Assessment Grants - planning grants prior to rehabilitation projects, New Hampshire Preservation
Alliance, 603-224-2281.

Land and Community Heritage Investment Program - for municipalities and non-profits, grants for
preserving natural, cultural and historic resources, 603-224-4113.

Historic Preservation Fund Grants - when available, matching construction grants for barns and other
agricultural structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places; no grant funds are currently available,
NHDHR, 603-271-3483.

Conservation License Plate Program - for publicly-owned properties, grants for preservation and conservation
projects, NHDHR, 603-271-3483.

Preservation Tax Credits - 20% federal income tax credit for the rehabilitation of income-producing structures
on the National Register of Historic Places, NHDHR, 603-271-3483.

Other Resources

Preserving Old Barns: Preventing the Loss of a Valuable Resource, by John C. Porter and Francis E. Gilman.
Available Summer 2001 through Cooperative Extension and NHDHR.

ne Preservation of Historic Barns, by Michael J. Auer, Preservation Brief 20 from the National Park Service.
Conserving the Family Farm - a manual using plain language on conservation easements and agricultural
provisions, produced by the NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture and UNH Cooperative Extension, 603-
679-5616.
NH Stories Inc. - promoting the people, products and services of New Hampshire, 888-647-8674.
Scenic and Cultural Byways - increasing direct marketing opportunities, Office of State Planning,
603-271-2155.
Preservation and Agricultural Easements - please contact the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance

Ie—Es-Lments, 603-224-2281.

Preserving Rural Character: The Agriculture Connection (NH OEP technical bulletin)

National Barn Alliance and Barn Again! - national clearinghouse for information, awards and grants, Ohio
State Dept. of Agriculture, 614-292-6131.
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American Farmland Trust - online library, research, technical and policy assistance for saving family farms
and farmland.
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