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U.S Poet Laureate, Charles Simic to Read at Art-Speak Event 

September 20th at Seacoast Repertory Theater

Charles Simic, the 15th Poet Laureate of the United States, will perform a reading to open Art-Speak’s Arts and Economic Prosperity presentation and reception at 5:30 PM Thursday, September 20 at Seacoast Reparatory Theater.  Russ Grazier, president of Art-Speak stated “We are thrilled to have such a prominent, internationally recognized literary artist participating in our event.  Mr. Simic’s is an example the tremendous depth of talent available to us in the greater Portsmouth area.”   

Mr. Simic is the author of 18 books of poetry. He is also an essayist, translator, editor and professor emeritus of creative writing and literature at the University of New Hampshire, where he has taught for 34 years. He won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1990 for his book of prose poems The World Doesn't End (1989). His 1996 collection, Walking the Black Cat, was a finalist for the National Book Award for Poetry. In 2005 he won the Griffin Prize for Selected Poems: 1963-2003. Simic will publish a new book of poetry, That Little Something, in February 2008. Mr. Simic was born 1938, in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, where he had a traumatic childhood during World War II. In 1954 he emigrated from Yugoslavia with his mother and brother to join his father in the United States. They lived in and around Chicago until 1958.  His first poems were published in 1959, when he was twenty-one. In 1961 he was drafted into the U.S. Army, and in 1966 he earned his Bachelor's degree from New York University while working at night to cover the costs of tuition.

Mr. Simic’s reading will be followed by a presentation by Randy Cohen, Vice president of Americans for the Arts (www.americansforthearts.org).  Mr. Cohen will speak about the impact of the arts and cultural industry on the economic prosperity on the greater Portsmouth area.  The presentation will be geared toward business and cultural professionals.  A reception will follow the reception at 6PM in the lobby of Seacoast Reparatory Theater.  The event is free and open to the public.  Food and entertainment will be provided.  Anyone interested in attending should RSVP to Sue Cobler at 603.610.7222 or scobler@ch.cityofportsmouth.com.

This Art-Speak event is made possible by the generous support of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation Otto Fund and the Provident Bank Community Foundation.
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