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2014-15 NH Poetry Out Loud General Information 
For Students, Parents, Chaperones/Teachers Preparing for the Semi-Finals
NH Poetry Out Loud Team – Contact Information  
Alexandra Urbanowski & Caitlin Delaney, NH POL Coordinators
Alexandra cell: 603-531-3458

Caitlin cell: 603-512-9710

Email: nhpol.coordinator@gmail.com
Catherine O’Brian, Arts in Education Coordinator at New Hampshire State Council on the Arts 

Catherine office phone: 603-271-0795


Email: Catherine.R.O'Brian@dcr.nh.gov
Welcome to the New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud Semi-Finals! The NH Poetry Out Loud Team respects and honors the work that it has taken for each one of you to become a competitor in this event. The willingness of each individual to put his or her best effort forward raises the overall level of the competition and helps everyone to achieve more than he or she could have achieved alone. You are honoring your school and your community with your performance. We are proud of each one of you and grateful for your participation. Thank you!
There will be four statewide Semi-Final competitions this year at the following venues:

· March 2nd at Jean’s Playhouse, Lincoln, NH at 6pm; snow date March 6th 

· March 3rd at New Hampshire Institute of Art, Manchester, NH at 6:30pm; snow date March 4th 

· March 5th at Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, NH at 6:30pm; snow date March 6th 

· March 9th at New England College, Manchester, NH at 6:30pm; snow date March 11th 
2014-15 POETRY OUT LOUD PROCESS AND VOCABULARY
· 39 high schools in New Hampshire held school competitions where a School Champion and an Alternate Champion were selected. 
· Alternate Champions are the runner-up. They are expected to be available to compete at either the Semi-Final or State Finals in the event that a School Champion is not able to represent the school. Alternate Champions are given the opportunity to perform as Calibrating Reciters as well. This is an important job that requires reciting a poem in a “warm up” round for judges and which sets the bar of excellence for the competition rounds. There are two Calibrating Reciter spots available for each Semi-Final event. Please let your teacher know if you are interested and he or she will contact the NH POL Coordinators. 
· Each School Champion and Alternate Champion is asked to complete a Student Information Form. This form captures the student’s contact information, the three poems the student selected to recite, and the order in which they will be recited.
· There are four Semi-Final events. Each school has been assigned to a specific Semi-Final location and must send a teacher or adult representative from the school to the event. Poetry Out Loud events are free and open to the public; friends and families are encouraged to attend! 

· Each Semi-Final event consists of three rounds, detailed as follows: 
· Round One: the order of reciting is organized alphabetically by school

· Round Two: the order of reciting is organized by reverse alphabetical order by school 
· Round Three: each student draws a number to establish the order of recitation
· The three Semi-Final competitors with the top cumulative scores at each event will move on to the State Finals. The Semi-Final competitor in fourth place at each event will act as a Semi-Final Alternate. Because the Semi-Final at Jean’s Playhouse has fewer students competing, only the top two finalists will move on to the State Finals with the third place competitor serving as a Semi-Final Alternate.
· All Semi-Final Alternates are eligible to become Calibrating Reciters at the State Finals. Please let your teacher know if you are interested and he or she will contact the NH POL Coordinators. 
· The NH Poetry Out Loud State Finals will be held in Concord at the State House, Representatives Hall, at 5:30 pm, Friday, March 13, 2015 (snow date, Monday, March 16, 2015, 5:30pm).

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW AND DO BEFORE THE SEMI-FINALS
· Prepare your three poems: Remember that you must present your poems in the order you have already indicated on your Student Information Form. No changes to poems or their order are permitted. 
· Sign the Media Release Form: There will be media present at the event; therefore, we have attached a Media Release Form. If you are over 18, you sign the form. If you are under 18, your parents/guardian must sign it.  All forms need to be handed to NH POL Coordinators Alexandra Urbanowski or Caitlin Delaney at or before the Semi-Finals. If for any reason you do not wish to be photographed or filmed please notify your teacher and a POL Team member.
· Physical access to the Semi-Final event: Please let NH POL Coordinators Alexandra Urbanowski or Caitlin Delaney know by March 1, 2015, if you need any information or assistance related to special needs for accessing the event and buildings.
· What to wear to the Semi-Final event: Your dress should be appropriate for the occasion. Jeans and t-shirts are discouraged. Costumes and any other props are also prohibited. 
· No photographs during the performance! Friends and family can take photographs prior to the program or wait until the conclusion of the event. We will have a photographer documenting the event and will make these pictures available after the event.
· Directions: Directions to the Semi-Final events are attached.

· Snow Cancellation or Emergency Contact: If bad weather requires a Semi-Final to be postponed we will make that decision by 12pm on the day of the event. We will leave messages on the home phone, cell phone, and teacher’s phone as noted on the Student Information Form. An outgoing message will be on Catherine O'Brian's voicemail at the NH State Council on the Arts office. Her number is 603-271-0795.
IMPORTANT NOTES TO COMPETITORS
· All competitors MUST arrive 40 minutes before the start time of the Semi-Final. Semi-Finals begin promptly so please allow time to park. There is ample free parking at each site, but sometimes it is a short walk so plan ahead.

· There will be a Green Room where competitors can wait, get a drink of water, have a light snack, or relax before and during the event as needed. Parents are not allowed in the Green Room. 
· A Master of Ceremonies will introduce each competitor. 

· There will be a microphone, which will be adjusted for you. Please do not touch/adjust the microphones.
· The Prompter will provide a brief orientation on prompting 15 minutes prior to the start of the Semi-Final at which time each competitor may test the sound system.

· The Prompter will be seated directly in front of the stage during the performance.
· We use the National Poetry Out Loud Standards as our guides. Here is the website:  http://www.poetryoutloud.org/judges/
· There will be five performance judges and one accuracy judge at each Semi-Final.
· Judges’ scores are final and confidential.
· An awards ceremony will immediately follow each event, with prizes and certificates for all School Champions and Alternate Champions. 

· There will be a Poetry Out Loud10th Anniversary reception at the Concord Community Music School immediately following the State Finals on March 13th. 
Thank you for your careful attention to this information and for your cooperation. If you have questions or need assistance please contact the NH POL Coordinators (see above).
DIRECTIONS TO SEMI-FINALS
March 2nd at Jean’s Playhouse

34 Papermill Drive, Lincoln, NH 03251

Take Interstate 93 in NH to Exit 32, Lincoln. Take a left at the end of the off-ramp onto Route 112 East (Kancamagus Highway & Main Street, Lincoln). Travel east for approximately 1/2 mile.  Turn right at the Village Shops. Follow the road to the roundabout. There, a sign points to the right and you should see Jean’s Playhouse around the bend to the right.

March 3rd at NH Institute of Art

148 Concord Street, Manchester, NH

From 93 North

Take exit 8 for Wellington Rd toward New Hampshire 28A/Bridge St. Turn right onto Wellington Rd (signs for New Hampshire 28A/Mammoth Rd/Bridge St). Continue onto Bridge St. Turn left onto Union St. Turn right onto Concord St and destination will be on the right.

From 93 South 

Take exit 9S for U.S. 3 S/New Hampshire 28 S/Hooksett Road toward Manchester. Merge onto NH-28 S/US-3 S/Hooksett Rd. Continue to follow NH-28 S/US-3 S. Turn left onto Beech St. Turn right onto Concord St and destination will be on the right. 

March 5th at Southern New Hampshire University 

2500 North River Road, Hooksett, NH

From I-93

Take I-93 to NH exit 9N onto US3/RT 28 heading north. At the first intersection, go left onto West Alice Drive, which becomes Donati Drive at the sharp curve. Follow Donati to the end, and then go right onto Bicentennial Drive. Follow Bicentennial to the stop sign. Take a right onto North River Road. The university is 1/4 mile down the road on the left.

From the East

Take I-95 New Hampshire, to Route 101W to I-93N. Follow the I-93 directions above.

From the West

Take NH-10/NH-9/RT9/Franklin Pierce Hwy. Continue to follow NH-9. Merge onto I-89S.Merge onto I-93 S. Follow the I-93 directions above.

From the South (Everett Turnpike/Route 3)

Take U.S. Route 3 to I-293 North to exit 6. Cross the Amoskeag Bridge, then turn left onto Elm Street. Follow Elm for 1 mile. Turn left onto Bennington Road. Go 1 block. Turn right onto North River Road. The university is 1.5 miles down the road on the left.

March 9th at New England College 

98 Bridge Street, Henniker, NH
From Points North:

Take Route 89 South to exit 5 in New Hampshire (Routes 202 and 9) west to the Henniker/New England College exit. Take Route 114 South one-half mile to the center of campus.

From Points South: 

Take 93 North to Concord, NH, and exit onto 89 North. At exit 5, take Route 9 West to the Henniker/New England College exit. Take Route 114 South one-half mile to the center of campus.

