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Mission:
To promote the arts to protect and enrich New 
Hampshire’s unique quality of life.

Goals:
Expand opportunities to learn in and through the arts;
Strengthen New Hampshire’s artists and arts 
organizations;
Engage the arts to benefit people and communities 
throughout New Hampshire.
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1965 Established as an independent state agency. 

1985 Merged with the State Library and Historical 
Resources into the Department of Cultural Resources. 
Renamed the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts.

1966 $25,000 seed grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

2008 $719,800 basic state grant from the NEA. 

1967 State appropriation: $7,500 (one penny per 
citizen).

2008 State appropriation: $840,000 (64 cents per 
citizen).

Then & Nearly Now
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Then & Really Now
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Federal  & State Funding

NEA Grant $580,700 $604,500 $559,100 $589,500 $601,800 $719,800 $719,800 
N.H. Appropriation $666,792 $691,456 $726,494 $739,634 $840,381 $861,108 $775,053 

FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2009 
Cuts
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Recent Grant Statistics
In FY08 over $800,000 was awarded as grants.

About $1 was awarded for each $2 requested.

About 2 out of 3 applications reviewed received 
grants.

The ratio for artist fellowship awards was 5 out of 
over 100 applications.

Last year, 34 Operating Grants accounted for 
$300,000. 

Funded nonprofit organizations and schools reported 
that 29,000 artists participated.
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FY2010-FY2011 Grant 
Funding

Future grant funding is linked to the economy and its 
impact on state and federal revenues.

Funding also depends on making the case for the 
public value of the arts.

Who decides? We all do! 
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Arts Council Staff

Rebecca L. Lawrence, 

Director

Cassandra Erickson, 

Chief Grants Officer
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Lynn Martin Graton, 

Traditional Arts Coordinator

Catherine O’Brian, 

Arts in Education Coordinator
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Judy Rigmont, Creative 

Communities Coordinator

Jane  Eklund, Programs

Information Officer
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Julie Mento,

Visual Arts Associate

Carey Johnson, Arts 
Research Specialist

Marjorie Durkee,

Grants & Contracts Technician
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www.nh.gov/nharts

Where to find information on State Arts Council 
services, grants guidelines, and more . . .

http://www.nh.gov/nharts
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Today’s Topics…

Artist rosters, directories & archives

Commissions & purchases of artwork

Grant opportunities & fellowships

Info on artist issues & opportunities

Professional development & networking opportunities 

State award programs & public presentations

Program Services for Individual Artists
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Artist Rosters & Directories

Filmmaker Hilary Weisman Graham

Get noticed by arts 
presenters & schools! 

We maintain listings 
of skilled, experienced 
artists who perform 
and teach in the
community. 
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New Hampshire Artist Roster

A listing of 
professional 
artists, juried for 
artistic excellence 
and for their 
ability to work in 
schools (AIE) and 
community 
settings (CA).

Apply by 
April 3, 2009.

Arts in Education Coordinator: Catherine O’Brian 
Creative Communities Coordinator: Judy Rigmont
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Traditional Arts & 
Folklife Listing

A juried listing 
of traditional 
artists, 
folklorists and 
community 
scholars 
available for 
presentations

Apply by 

April 20, 2009 Traditional Arts Coordinator: Lynn Martin Graton
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Arts in Health Care 
Artist Directory

New!
Professional 

artists who have 
experience 
and/or training 
in working in 
healthcare 
settings

Deadline: 
Ongoing

Creative Communities Coordinator: Judy Rigmont
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Also on our web site …
Links to services from the New England Foundation 
for the Arts (NEFA):

CultureCount.org – database with statistics on the 
creative economy;
Matchbook.org - an online directory & cultural 
marketplace for literary and performing artists.

A link to the New Hampshire Folklife web site 
www.nh.gov/folklife - includes a searchable data base 
of traditional music recordings by New Hampshire 
musicians.

http://www.nh.gov/folklife
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Commissions & Purchases 
of Artwork

Parrott Tulips
by N.H. Artist 
Laureate & 
Lifetime Fellow 
James 
Aponovich
of Hancock, NH
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Community Arts Projects
Individual artists may be commissioned by 
community and arts organizations to undertake public 
art projects that invite community participation. 

Creative Communities Coordinator: Judy Rigmont

Gordon Carlisle 
works on a 

public art mural 
in Somersworth
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Percent for Art Program

Judy Dibble 
unloads her portrait 

of William Plumer, 
commissioned to 
hang in the State 

Archives Building 
in Concord.

Funds public art in state buildings via a legislative act 
that allocates one-half of one percent of the bid contract 
price of construction of certain state buildings and 
facilities. 
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Percent for Art 
Application Process

Notices are sent 
out via e-news 
and posted on 
Arts Council 
web site

Requests for 
Qualifications

Requests for 
Proposals

Landscape – N.H. State Prison, Concord
Artist Calvin J. Libby

Programs Information Officer:  Jane Eklund
Visual Arts Associate:  Julie Mento
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Proposal for 
Dover District 
Courthouse

Installed
Artwork by 

Dustan 
Knight



www.nh.gov/nharts

Public Art Collections

Works by New Hampshire artists

are gathered in:

Percent for Art Collection

Arts Bank Collection

Living Treasures Collection

Lifetime Fellows Collection 

Detail from Angel Dog
by Lifetime Fellow Jon Brooks
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Grant Opportunities & 
Fellowships

$250 - $750

Purpose: Professional 
development, promotion 
of work and enhancement 
of business skills for artists

Artist Entrepreneurial 
Grant

Paul Wainwright
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Types of Projects

Registration, tuition, and travel 
costs for conferences, 
workshops, or showcases that 
advance or promote an artist’s 
work and/or business skills

Web site development and 
marketing

Mentorships between 
professional and “emerging”
artists

Residencies at artist colonies
Artist colony residency
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Who’s Eligible?
Professional* artists at least 18 years old who have 
been legal residents of New Hampshire for minimum 
of two years

N.H. roster artists who live within 10 miles of the 
border who can demonstrate that over 50 percent of 
their work is for N.H. audiences

* Professional = People who devote a majority of their 
time to practicing, performing, and/or teaching an arts 
discipline and who receive payment for their work in 
that discipline. 

Creative Communities Coordinator: Judy Rigmont
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New Hampshire Cultural 
Exchange Program

Purpose: Professional & cultural 
exchanges between cultural workers 
and organizations in New Hampshire 
and their counterparts in other 
countries.

Grant amount: $500-$1,000 to 
support international activities by 
New Hampshire arts, library, or 
historic preservation professionals or 
arts, library or historic preservation 
organizations. 

Arts Research Associate: Carey Johnson
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Individual Artist Fellowships

Purpose: To publicly 
recognize artistic 
excellence and 
professional commitment

Up to six $5,000 awards 
given annually in three 
categories: 

Visual & Media Arts
Performing Arts
Literary Arts

Nonfiction writer Elizabeth Longfellow
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Who’s Eligible? 

Individual artists over 18 years old who:

Are residents of New Hampshire; 

Have a resume that demonstrates professional 
commitment to an artistic discipline;

Have work samples of recent work, not more than 
five years since completion; 

Have submitted all final reports on past State Arts 
Council grants.
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Traditional Arts Apprenticeships

Harness Making Apprenticeship
Master Artist Russell Bigelow

Apprentice Keith LaRiviere

Purpose: 

Helps to preserve 
living heritage arts 
by supporting a 
master traditional 
artist to teach an 
experienced 
apprentice in 
one-to-one sessions   
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What are traditional arts?

Artistic activities that are passed on from generation to 
generation within families and communities and 
cultural groups.

Aesthetics are shaped more by the community from 
which the tradition emerged than by personal artistic 
vision.
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Grant Amount

$3,400 - Maximum combined 

Master Artist + Apprentice

Who’s Eligible?
Individuals representing any cultural or ethnic art 
form. One member of the master/apprentice team 
must be a resident of New Hampshire. The other may 
be from border state of Massachusetts, Vermont, or 
Maine.

Traditional Arts Coordinator: Lynn Martin Graton
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Deadlines
Artist Entrepreneurial Grants

April 1, 2009
July 1, 2009
October 1, 2009
January 4, 2010

Individual Artist Fellowships
April 10, 2009

Traditional Arts Apprenticeships
April 20, 2009
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After the applications are in …

The staff reviews them for eligibility & completeness

A panel of people with the appropriate expertise 
reviews them and makes recommendations

The Arts Councilors review the recommendations

Grant agreements are issued for Arts Councilors’
approved recommendations

If $2,500 or over, they are presented to the Governor 
& Executive Council for approval

Checks issued
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Grant Tips

Provide your best quality work samples and 
support materials

Submit your application on time; otherwise it won’t 
be considered.

Review grant requirements & eligibility criteria. If 
you have questions, call the grant coordinator.

Submit a draft application for review at least two 
weeks prior to deadline.
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More Grant Tips . . .

Provide clear & concise responses to all narrative 
questions

Document project timelines and goals in mentorships

Make sure your budget matches your narrative
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Information on Artist Issues 
& Opportunities

E-news/E-opps/E-clips

New Hampshire Arts News

New Hampshire Arts Laws

Links to resources

In New Hampshire
In New England

Facebook
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Professional Development & 
Networking for Artists

Workshops for Artists: Free workshops for 
professional artists seeking to enhance their business 
skills, promote their work, and network with other 
artists. 

Microcredit
Partnership: The 
Arts Council co-
sponsors an annual 
artists’ exchange, a 
day-long conference 
for professional 
artists. Microcredit Workshop
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Orientation for new 
AIE Roster Artists

Skill-building 
workshops and 
seminars

Annual statewide 
Arts in Education 
Conference

Networking Opportunities 
for Teaching Artists

Jeanne Limmer with students.



www.nh.gov/nharts

More Opportunities 
for Teaching Artists . . .

New England Consortium of 
Artist-Educator Professionals 
(NECAP)

Widening the Circle 
Conference

Teaching Artists Institute

Networking & Listserve
Opportunities

Learn more at: 
www.artisteducators.org

Arts in Education Coordinator: Catherine O’Brian
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State Award Programs 
& Public Presentations

Governor’s Arts Awards 
Keene - April 2008

Governor’s Arts Awards

Lifetime Fellows

Poet Laureate

Artist Laureate

Special events to feature 
and support individual 
artists
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Breakout Sessions
Judy Rigmont / Catherine O’Brian

Artist Entrepreneurial Grants
Artist Rosters and Directories
Artist Workshops

Jane Eklund/Julie Mento
Individual Artist Fellowships
Percent for Art
Cultural Exchange Program

Lynn Martin Graton
Traditional Arts Apprenticeships
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Thank you for your attention!
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