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Traditional Arts Program

Re-open of   Request for Proposals

for 
Commission of Original Artwork for the 
Heritage Arts Build-a-Picture Activity

NH Folklife Website 

NEW SUBMISSION DEADLINE:   June 1, 2006

Drop off proposals by 4:15 pm  or postmark by 6/1/06  
New Hampshire Folklife Website Overview:

The NH Folklife website is an educational resource for teachers, students and the general public focused on folklife & traditional arts in New Hampshire. The goals of the site are to encourage a greater public understanding and appreciation for our folklife & traditional arts in New Hampshire and stimulate interest in perpetuating them so they continue to be a part of our living cultural heritage. 

Project Description:

The NHSCA is seeking artists to submit proposals to produce original artwork for the NH Folklife Website (www.nh.gov/nhfolklife).  The artwork will be used to develop “Heritage Arts Build-a-Picture activities’ for the Learning Center area of the website.  The activities will be interactive and targeted to students in grades 4 through 6.  Commissioned artwork will also become part of a traveling exhibit.

The NHSCA expects to contract four to six artists to produce a total of 9 to 12 sets of original artwork.  Each set will consist of a “main image” of a traditional artist working in a traditional context (outdoors, in a workshop, at home, etc) and a series of 8 to 10 smaller “symbol images” representing specific elements in the main image.  For this first phase of the project, the activities will be focused on craft and occupational traditions of New Hampshire and selected from among: 

Ash Basket Making


Canoe Building

Chair Caning



Cooperage (Wooden Barrel Making)

Decorative Painting


Dog Sled Making & Racing

Fly Tying & Fishing


Gill Net Making

Native American Quill Work

Rug Hooking

Rug Braiding



Shaker Box Making

Stenciling



Stone Wall Building/Granite Splitting

Timber Framing


Woodcarving/Whittling

Windsor Chair Making
How will the Build-a-Picture activity work?

Each build-a-picture activity will be interactive and be like assembling a jigsaw puzzle on a computer screen.  The main image provided by artists will be digitally scanned and devided into digital puzzle pieces. A symbol image will represent each of the puzzle pieces.

The activity will begin by students selecting a traditional art form to explore. They will then be prompted to select each of the 8 to 10 symbol images representing specific elements of the tradition.  Clicking once on a symbol image will trigger a small box to open up and display some information about the specific element.  Clicking again will allow a puzzle piece of the main image (that corresponds to the symbol image) to appear on the screen.  As the student selects successive symbols he/she fully assembles the main image.  

After the image is fully created, students will have an option to write about the tradition and then print out the main image with the text they wrote.  Going through several activities will enable the student to print out 9 – 12 drawings and other related photographs.  These can then be bound into a booklet on New Hampshire folklife traditions.  
Note:  Contracted artists will be asked to create the main image as a work of art with perspective and compositional integrity.  State of NH OIT web support  staff will scan the original image to create a digital version and take care of segmenting it into the digital puzzle pieces.

Scope of Work:

Contracted artists will be asked to submit up to two sets of rough sketch design concepts for each set of images for discussion and approval by NHSCA Traditional Arts Coordinator before embarking upon final images. 
Each set of final images commissioned will include:

A) 1 main image that includes elements specified by the NHSCA Traditional Arts Coordinator
Size:  11”x14” to 16”x20”


B) 8 to 10 symbol images corresponding to the elements included in the main image 

(exact number to be confirmed upon contracting) 
Size:  4” x 5” to 8” x 10”
Artwork may be in color or black & white and done in any of the following mediums & techniques:

acrylic or oil painting


pen & ink
wood cut or wood engraving

watercolor
etching




scratchboard

screen printing
Artists will deliver original artwork (no digitized or mechanical copies).  Mounting and framing of finished work for scanning and display will be the responsibility of the NHSCA.
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts (NHSCA) will supply each contracted artists with:

-  a list of elements to be included in the main image and the symbol images

-  photographs of the tradition as it is practiced to serve as references

Timeline for Project:

Deadlines for finished artwork will range from July to October 2006.  

Note: The Traditional Arts Coordinator will work with individual artists contracted to schedule completion dates.
Proposal Format: 

Artists are asked to submit proposals on the form attached.  Be  sure to include samples of previous artwork that indicates experience with depicting traditional activities as subject matter.  If submitting digital images, please submit on CD.  If submitting “hard copy,” please put samples in a protective binder or portfolio.   All samples will be returned.

Criteria for Review of Proposals:

· artistic excellence 
· appropriateness of artistic style for educational purposes

· compatibility of artistic style with web publication needs
· Cost 

Budget Window:

Total funds available:   $13,500 for 9 sets of images.  (one set = 1 “main image” + 8 to 10 “symbol images”)

Selection Process & Contract Approval:

Proposals will be reviewed by the NHSCA based upon criteria listed above.  Artists will be notified if their proposal has been accepted by June 16.  
Payment:

The NHSCA will issue contracts to artists whose proposals are accepted.   Payment will be made in two increments.  50% of the total will be authorized at the beginning of the contract and 50% will be authorized upon successful completion of contract.  Processing of payments takes 4-8 weeks from date of authorization.

The NHSCA contracted amount will include delivery of original artwork, NHSCA’s right to display the original artwork, and NHSCA right to duplicate artwork for educational use on the internet and NHSCA publications.  The Artist and the State of NH shall jointly own the copyright of the commissioned art work. The artists will retain ownership of preliminary sketches and concept designs.  The NHSCA will credit artist/s in all exhibits, hard copy and web application.
Funding for this portion of the NH Folklife website initiative is made possible through a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.  
Questions and submissions can be directed to:

Lynn Martin Graton, Traditional Arts Coordinator

NH State Council on the Arts

2 ½ Beacon St

Concord, NH 03301

phone:  603/271-8418    fax:  603/271-3584  email:  lmartin@nharts.state.nh.us

Artist Proposal

For Original Artwork 

Heritage Arts Build-a-Picture Activity

NH Folklife Website Learning Center

Submitted by:




Date:
Address:

Phone:

Email:

I am interested in working on the following illustrations:

	(   Ash Basket Making

(  Canoe Building

(  Chair Caning

(  Cooperage

(  Decorative Painting

(  Dog Sled Making & Racing

(  Fly Tying & Fishing

(  Gill Net Making

(  Native American Quill Work


	(  Rug Hooking

(  Rug Braiding

(  Shaker Box Making

(  Stenciling

(  Stone Wall Building/Granite Splitting

(  Timber Framing

(  Woodcarving/Whittling

(  Windsor Chair Making



The medium/s I am proposing to work in is/are:

(    acrylic or oil painting

· wood cut
· wood engraving
(    etching

(    screen printing

(    scratchboard

(    pen & ink 

(    watercolor 

(    Other -  (please specify)

Cost per set of images:

(Note: 1  set of images = 1 main image + 8-10 symbol images)
Samples of previous work enclosed:


(  compact disc

(  binder of images
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