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Message to the Governor 
and Executive Council

The report is respectfully submitted to Honorable Governor Margaret Hassan and the Executive 
Council with gratitude for the support that enables the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts 
to positively impact communities and citizens of all ages in New Hampshire through the arts.

Executive Councilors – 2012-2014
Councilor Raymond S. Burton, District 1
Colin Van Ostern, District 2
Christopher Sununu, District 3
Christopher Pappas, District 4
Debora B. Pignatelli, District 5

Former Executive Councilors who also served during the years this report covers:

2009-2011
John D. Shea
Beverly A. Hollingworth
Raymond J. Wieczorek
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About the New Hampshire  
State Council on the Arts

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts (NHSCA) was established by legislation in 
1965. Since 1985, it has been a division of the Department of Cultural Resources. The State 
Arts Council is one of fifty-six state and  jurisdictional arts agencies in the United States that 
exist in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts. State arts agencies share similar 
goals, all directed at ensuring every community in America enjoys the cultural, civic, economic, 
and educational benefits of a thriving arts sector. 

The State Arts Council addresses its authorizing legislation (19-A) and its strategic plan through 
programs, grants, and services that stimulate economic growth and enhance the quality of life of 
New  Hampshire communities through the arts; invests in the creativity of students so they are 
able to meet economic and social challenges; ensures the arts are available to all New Hampshire 
citizens, including underserved populations such as the elderly, disabled, rurally isolated, and 
the very young; and preserves traditional heritage arts so that future generations may continue 
to benefit from them. 

State Arts Council arts grants are a public investment in the cultural life of New Hampshire. 
This report includes a listing of arts grants funded in Fiscal Years 2009, 2010, and 2011 and 
information on services and programs that benefit New Hampshire citizens. Grants range from 
investment in the arts  infrastructure of our state thereby assisting organizations to enrich their 
communities economically and  culturally; to bringing artists into the schools to help develop 
the creative skills of our youth; to introducing artists into health care facilities to help heal and 
improve the quality of life for residents and patients; to supporting the perpetuation of our most 
treasured heritage arts; and to providing professional development  opportunities that help artists 
build essential business skills. 

Funding for NHSCA administration, grants, programs, and services is provided through 
 appropriations from the New Hampshire Legislature and through partnership funding from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. A portion of dedicated funds generated through 
Conservation License Moose Plate funds allocated to the Department of Cultural Resources 
are also administered by the NHSCA. These grants are reported seperately. Each competitive 
grant category is adjudicated through a peer panel review process insuring public input on the 
expenditure of public funds.

The NHSCA also administers the State Art Fund (19-A:8 &9) and oversees the Percent for Art 
Program for the acquisition and  commissioning of artwork for Capitol budget building projects 
in order to enhance the services provided in state buildings and provide greater access to the 
arts for all citizens. 
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Staff
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts Staff as of the preparation date of this report 
(05/2013):
 Lynn Martin Graton, Acting Director & Traditional Arts
 Cassandra A. Mason, Chief Grants Officer
 Catherine O’Brian, Arts in Education & Arts in Health Care 
 Elaine Loft, Assistant to Chief Grants Officer – Part Time
 Julianne Morse, Special Projects Assistant – Part Time

Former New Hampshire State Council on the Arts Staff who provided support during the 
period covered by this report (2009-2011):
 Rebecca L. Lawrence, Director 
 Marjorie A. Durkee, Grants & Contract Technician
 Jane Eklund, Programs Information Officer
 Julie Mento, Visual Arts Associate 
 Judy Rigmont, Community Arts Coordinator 

Department of Cultural Resources Support for Arts Division:
 Van McLeod, Commissioner
 Kathleen Stanick, Business Manager
 Linda Cilley, Accountant
 Carey Johnson, Registrar
 Michelle Angers, Public Information

Support was also provided during the period covered by this report (2009-2011) by the  Community 
Action Program Belknap-Merrimack Counties, Inc., Senior Community Service Employment 
Program:
 Antoinette M. Bergen



Triennial Report FY 2009-2011 4

New Hampshire State Council  
on the Arts Advisory Council

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts and Commissioner of the Department of  Cultural 
Resources are advised by a fifteen member Council. As noted in RSA 19-A, members are 
appointed by Governor and Executive Council; the chair is designated by the Governor.  Councilors 
are broadly representative of a broad range of arts disciplines and selected from among private 
citizens who are widely known for their professional competence and experience. 

Councilors as of the preparation of this report (05/2013):
Dr. Roger Brooks, Chair, Concord
 Term: May 12, 2010 to October 14, 2016 
Jacqueline R. Kahle, Vice Chair, Wilton
 Term: November 7, 2001 to November 23, 2016 
Richard W. Ayers, Sanborton
 Term: February 20, 2002 to November 10, 2012 
Emile Birch, Canaan
 Term: October 3, 2012 to November 23, 2016
Susan Duprey, Concord
 Term: February 2, 2011 to October 28, 2016 
Darryl Furtkamp, Andover
 Term: October 26, 2011 to October 28, 2016 
Sara W. Germain, Dublin
 Term: February 7, 2007 to November 23, 2014 
Amanda Merrill, Durham
 Term: February 20, 2013 to November 23, 2017
Elizabeth Morgan, Amherst
 Term: March 21, 2007 to November 23, 2014 
Toni H. Pappas, Manchester
 Term: September 8, 2004 to November 23, 2013 
Erle Pierce, Bow
 Term: October 26, 2011 to October 14, 2014 
Timothy Sink, Concord
 Term: February 2, 2011 to November 23, 2013 
Billie Tooley, Portsmouth
 Term: March 20, 2013 to November 23, 2017
Peter Warburton, Exeter
 Term: October 26, 2011 to October 14, 2016 
J. Christopher Williams, Nashua
 Term: November 23, 2012 to November 23, 2017

Councilors who served during the period covered by this report (2009-2011): 
Karen Burgess Smith, Exeter, Immediate past Chair
Randy Armstrong, Dover
Dr. Robert Begiebing, Newfields
Wendy Cahill, Concord
Dr. Robert Duff, Etna

Peter McLaughlin, Hanover
Timothy Sappington, Randolph
Grace Sullivan, Deerfield 
Edra Toth, Farmington
Dorothy J. Yanish, Peterborough 
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2010-2013 Strategic Arts Plan  
Executive Summary

(Adopted by NHSCA Councilors on July 15, 2010) 
Mission: The State Arts Council promotes the arts to protect and enrich New Hampshire’s unique 
quality of life. 
Vision: Arts expression and participation are vital to the human spirit and to a healthy community 
life. As stewards of public investment in the arts, we seek a shared vision of the role the arts 
can play in growing New Hampshire’s capacity for creativity; building more vibrant communities; 
and bridging differences among people to secure an open, civil society. Public investment also 
ensures that more people from all backgrounds and walks of life have access to participating 
and benefiting from the arts. 

GOAL 1: Engage the arts to benefit people and communities throughout New Hampshire. 
1. Encourage participation in the arts to enrich the quality of life in communities. 
 a) Provide funding and leadership for programs that engage communities in the arts. 
 b) Integrate the arts into health care. 
 c) Encourage communities to use the arts as a means of improving community vitality. 
2. Promote the value of the arts as contributors to the economic vitality of the state. 
 a) Support research that documents the impact of the creative sector on the state’s economy. 
 b) Build networks that assert the importance of the creative sector to the state’s economy. 
 c) Increase awareness of the arts and culture as a tourism asset. 
3. Conserve the state’s living cultural heritage for future generations. 
 a) Nurture the diverse cultural traditions in New Hampshire. 
 b) Make the traditional arts a visible and vital part of the state’s cultural heritage. 
4. Eliminate barriers to public participation in the arts. 
 a) Increase access to the arts in rural and economically-disadvantaged communities. 
 b) Make the arts accessible to individuals with disabilities. 
5. Contribute to community sustainability through the arts. 
 a) Encourage thoughtful practices in natural resource consumption. 
 b) Enliven public spaces through public art that creates distinctive and attractive places to 

live, work, and visit. 

GOAL 2: Strengthen New Hampshire’s artists and arts organizations. 
1. Strengthen non-profit arts organizations and other providers of cultural opportunities 

across New Hampshire. 
 a) Provide a strategic and responsive portfolio of grant funds designed to support New 

Hampshire arts organizations. 
 b) Provide information and training to facilitate the artistic and business success of New 

Hampshire’s arts and cultural organizations. 
 c) Document and promote the value and achievements of New Hampshire arts organizations. 
2. Promote the success, visibility, and value of the state’s individual artists. 
 a) Provide a strategic and responsive portfolio of grant funds designed to support New 

Hampshire artists. 
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 b) Supply information and training to facilitate the artistic and business success of New 
Hampshire’s artists. 

 c) Expand opportunities for artists to create and share their work and skills. 
 d) Emphasize the importance of valuing and compensating artists for their work. 
 e) Recognize and celebrate the achievements of New Hampshire artists. 
3. Set standards of excellence for arts management and stewardship of public dollars. 
 a) Embody the highest standards of artistic excellence in projects supported by the agency. 
 b) Foster accountability and excellence in management among organizations receiving 

public funds. 
 c) Strengthen methods of assessing the public value of NHSCA partnerships and collabo-

rations. 
 d) Demonstrate high standards of excellence and accountability as a public agency of the 

state. 
4. Increase resources and opportunities for the arts sector. 
 a) Build resources, knowledge, and opportunities through public sector collaborations. 
 b) Build resources, knowledge and opportunities through private sector collaborations. 
 c) Increase public awareness of the value of the arts and build support for funding growth. 
5. Strengthen the capacity of the State Arts Council to serve New Hampshire citizens. 
 a) Rebuild financial support for the agency. 
 b) Strengthen staff resources in order to better address the State Arts Councils’ authorizing 

legislation. 
 c) Effectively communicate the value of the agency and its work. 
 d) Create maximum efficiencies in the administration of grants and services.

GOAL 3 Expand opportunities to learn in and through the arts. Objectives & Strategies: 
1. Contribute to state and local policies that support comprehensive arts education in 

grades K-12. 
 a) Develop a credible base of research to inform arts education policy and practice. 
 b) Increase awareness and understanding of the value of arts education among state policy 

makers and local education leadership. 
 c) Encourage implementation of the state’s arts education standards in all schools K-12. 
 d) Build broad community support for the value of arts education. 
2. Expand the availability and accessibility of a wide range of arts education opportunities. 
 a) Cultivate partnerships that support and deliver arts education in the schools. 
 b) Broaden the range of arts disciplines represented by teaching artists on the State Arts 

Council’s Arts in Education Artist Roster. 
 c) Fund and provide technical assistance that supports arts education activities in and 

after school. 
 d) Encourage communities to view the arts as core to the educational experience of all 

New Hampshire citizens. 
3. Improve the quality of arts education. 
 a) Promote excellence in instructional practices among arts educators. 
 b) Promote excellence in the creative and instructional practices of teaching artists. 
 c) Encourage teachers and teaching artists to draw upon New Hampshire’s unique arts 

resources and new innovations in arts education. 
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National and Regional Partners
National Endowment for the Arts: 

Provides partnership funding for state arts agencies; provides direct funding to nonprofit 
cultural  organizations nationwide; provides leadership in public art policy.

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies: 
Provides research on aspects of public arts policy, the impact of arts on economy, quality of 
life, education, etc.; provides professional development for leadership and staff of state arts 
agencies; provides technical assistance in all aspects of state arts agency work; provides 
networking for staff and issues related to the work of state arts agencies.

Americans for the Arts: 
Provides research and networking for the work of local arts agencies and survey models to 
assess the impact of arts on the economy.

Library of Congress, American Folklife Center: 
Provides research standards for heritage arts; provides venues for traditional artists from 
all states.

Smithsonian Institution Center for Folklife & Cultural Heritage: 
Provides research and presentation standards for heritage arts; provides venues for tradi-
tional artists from all states.

New England Foundation for the Arts: 
Provides regional opportunities and funding for organizations and artists based in New 
Hampshire; provides regional online and in person networking; provides research on cre-
ative economy.

New England Consortium of Artist Educator Professionals: 
Provides regional opportunities for professional development for teaching artists.
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A Financial Summary of Public 
Investment in the Arts

 Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year
 2009 2010 2011

Summary
General Funds   $773,645   $558,634   $455,557 
(Adjusted Authorized from Statement of Allocation) 

Federal Funds - National Endowment for the Arts   $641,590   $770,082   $611,444  
(as recorded by expended NHSCA in fiscal year noted)

Federal Funds - ARRA *   $255,108   $37,992
(American Recovery & Reinvestment Act -  
Special one-time funding administered by the Arts  
Division for “Arts Jobs Retention” expended during fiscal year) 

* Note: ARRA reporting was also filed through the NH State  
Office on Economic Stimulus & Federal Office of  
Management & Budget (OMB)

Totals $1,415,235 $1,583,824 $1,104,993 

Financial Details
Arts Grants Funded   $655,791   $727,100   $634,843  
(as reported to the National Endowment for the Arts)

Arts Jobs Grants funded through Federal ARRA    $230,000   $13,100 
(American Recovery & Reinvestment Act)  

Office Operations   $71,761   $62,158   $45,706 

Salaries & Benefits for Administration of Grants,  $608,291   $493,802   $342,087 
Programs & Services 

Travel for Site Visits & Professional Development  $12,252   $3,892   $5,772 

Space Rental/Equipment  $59,507   $60,055   $55,177 

Audit Fee  $633   $989   $38 

Indirect Costs  $7,000   $5,827   $8,270 

Totals  $1,415,235   $1,583,824   $1,104,993 
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Arts Grants
State Arts Council grants are a public investment in the cultural life of New Hampshire. Grant 

categories have been developed to align with the mission, goals and objectives of the State Arts 
Council’s strategic plan.

	  Invest in the infrastructure of cultural nonprofit organizations, which helps to create 
 economically vibrant communities that draw visitors and business to the state. 

	  Promote community engagement in the arts so that all New Hampshire citizens have 
opportunities to benefit from and participate in creative activities, thereby helping to build 
a well rounded and informed citizenry.

	  Invest in arts learning, which brings skilled teaching artists into the schools and alternative 
education sites to help develop the creative skills of youth so they can meet the complex 
challenges of the 21st century. Arts learning grants also address the needs of youth at 
risk, helping them to make better life choices.

	  Promote access to the arts to underserved segments of our population, especially in the 
area of arts in health care, which bring highly trained artists into health care settings such 
as hospitals, nursing homes, hospice care facilities, and rehabilitation centers to help 
 create an environment of healing.

	  Preserve New Hampshire’s time honored traditional crafts, music and dances, by assisting 
in the  preservation of traditions, assuring that our heritage is secure for future generations 
to benefit and learn from. Traditional arts grants also bring traditions to the broader public 
helping to build awareness of the cultural roots of communities.

	  Invest in the business skills and professional commitment of artists, helping them to become 
stronger as entrepreneurs and small business owners that contribute to the vitality of New 
Hampshire’s economy. 

Grants are competitive and adjudicated through a “peer panel review process” that assures 
public input determines the allocation of public funds, a standard practice for determining funding 
utilized by the National Endowment for the Arts. In this process, individuals from the community 
with expertise in a variety of areas are asked to serve on a review panel. The panel reviews 
all applications and work samples submitted. The review criteria for all grant categories include 
competence in administration, excellence in programming, and community impact. 

Grant categories require a commitment of matching funds or in kind contributions, thereby 
assuring that there is broad support for the project and that diverse funds are leveraged. All 
grantees are required to submit final reports detailing the final expenditures and the quantitative 
measurements of their outcomes. Final  reporting figures are submitted to the National  Endowment 
for the Arts and the National Assembly of State Arts  Agencies. A nationwide system of  reporting 
codes specified in the National Information Standard Practices (NISP) assures that national 
trends in impact can be measured and assessed.
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Total number of applications received                       312 
Total number of grants awarded                       158 

Total amount of grants awarded  $            702,435 

Grantee income leveraged to support 
projects/organizations  $       23,992,634 

Amount of in-kind goods and services 
leveraged  $         2,237,477 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
state funds                         90 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
federal NEA grant to NHSCA                         71 

# of NH towns benefiting from grants                         74 
# of communities benefiting from grants                    5,768 

# of people benefiting from programs 
supported by grants             1,445,561 

# of artists engaged to perform, demonstrate, 
provide residencies, etc.                  17,235 

# of youth benefiting from grants                448,123 

Public Value Impact Statistics for FY2009 
Grants & Partnerships

Total amount requested $ 1,414,066
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Total number of applications received                       332 
Total number of grants awarded                       182 

Total amount of grants awarded  $         1,007,100 

Grantee income leveraged to support 
projects/organizations  $       29,381,735 

Amount of in-kind goods and services 
leveraged  $         2,126,607 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
state funds                         86 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
federal NEA grant to NHSCA                         97 

# of towns benefiting from grants                         74 
# of communities benefiting from grants                    6,157 

# of people benefiting from programs 
supported by grants             1,546,353 

# of artists engaged to perform, demonstrate, 
provide residencies, etc.                  18,083 

# of youth benefiting from grants                363,022 

Public Value Impact Statistics for FY2010 
Grants & Partnerships

Total amount requested $ 2,365,524

(includes ARRA grants)
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33 New Hampshire State Council on the Arts

Total number of applications received                       241 
Total number of grants awarded                       158 

Total amount of grants awarded  $            697,921 

Grantee income leveraged to support 
projects/organizations  $       29,185,331 

Amount of in-kind goods and services 
leveraged  $         2,687,851 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
state funds                         78 

# of grants supported all or in part through 
federal NEA grant to NHSCA                         79 

# of NH towns benefiting from grants                         77 
# of communities benefiting from grants                    6,473 

# of people benefiting from programs 
supported by grants             1,600,672 

# of artists engaged to perform, demonstrate, 
provide residencies, etc.                  17,188 

# of youth benefiting from grants                396,795 

Public Value Impact Statistics for FY2011 
Grants & Partnerships

Total amount requested $ 2,365,524

(includes ARRA grants)
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Percent for Art Program
The State Art Fund was enacted by the New Hampshire State Legislature in 1979 through 

RSA-19A:9 & 10 and authorizes half of one percent of the capitol budget appropriation for new 
buildings or significant renovations to be set aside in a non-lapsing account for the acquisition or 
commissioning of artwork in state buildings.* The Percent for Art program is administered by the 
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts; New Hampshire is one of 27 state and 35 municipal 
Percent for Art Programs around the country.

New Hampshire’s Percent for Art Program is dedicated to aesthetically enriching state  buildings, 
enhancing the effectiveness of the services through the art that is displayed there, and making 
the arts more available to our citizens. 

The State Arts Collections stewarded by the State Arts Council include the artwork that is 
 commissioned for specific buildings and the Arts Bank Collection that consists of relocatable 
artworks available for display in public locations of state buildings. 

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts oversees the process for selection of artwork 
by convening a Site Selection Committee made up of planners, architects, state employees, 
art professionals and private citizens who collaborate in the selection and commissioning or 
purchasing of works of art. 

In accordance with the Percent for Art guidelines, up to 80 percent of the amount generated by 
each Percent for Art project is applied to the acquisition and/or commission of artwork for display 
in that building. The balance is utilized for costs related to convening committees, labeling, and 
the periodic acquisition of artwork for the Arts Bank Collection so that other state buildings may 
benefit from the program. 

Prior to the State Arts Council issuing a Request for Proposals to artists for a project, the 
Site Selection Committee identifies the primary locations where the public will have the greatest 
access to the artwork and also identifies themes they would like the artwork to address. 

The Site Selection Committee reviews proposals submitted by artists and makes  recommendations 
to the State Arts Council for the selection of artwork. Rules call for preference to be given to 
artists residing in New Hampshire and the Northeast.

Stewardship of the State Arts Collection is the responsibility of the Department of Cultural 
Resources and the State Arts Council. Professional standards of collection management include 
consistent labeling, yearly assessment of conditions, and repairs to artwork. At the close of Fiscal 
Year 2011, the collection consisted of 560 artworks located in state buildings around the state.

* New Hampshire’s Percent for Art legislation applies to the first $15,000,000 of the bid contract price of each 
new building or major addition authorized by the capital budget to be paid from the general fund. “Major addition’’ 
is defined as any addition which increases the square footage of the building to which it is being added by 25 per-
cent or more. Contracts for the following projects are excluded: repairs; the University System of New Hampshire; 
projects paid for by the highway fund, fish and game fund, or federal funds; and self-liquidating projects.
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Percent for Art Projects
undertaken During FY2009, 2010 & 2011

Funded Through the State Art Fund (RSA 19-A:9 &10)

Department of Revenue Administration
109 Pleasant St., Concord
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Carl Austin Hyatt
Susan Lirakis
Alan Pearsall
Amy Brnger
Gordon Carlisle
Don Williams, Jr.
Teresa Taylor

Manchester Community College: Library
1066 Front St., Manchester
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Clowes Sculpture
Ingrid Pichler
Dustan Knight

McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center
2 Institute Dr., Concord
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Gordon Carlisle
Cynthia Fisher

Laconia Courthouse
26 Academy St., Laconia
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Don Williams, Jr.
Teresa Taylor
Dustan Knight
Gordon Carlisle
Dana Clemons
Amy Bruger
Cynthia Fisher

Hampton Beach State Park
Route 1A, Hampton
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Gordon Carlisle
Sheryl Chatterton
Andre Belanger
Nathan Deyesso
Thomas Berger
Alexander Renard

Merrimack Court
8 Baboosic Lake Rd., Merrimack
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Robert Giggi
Alison Vernon
Gordon Carlisle
Peter Lemiska
Dale Partiss Greene
Laura Morrison

National Guard: Building F
Pembroke Rd., Concord
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Matt Patterson
Kathleen Ann Brennan

NHTI, Concord’s Community College:  
Grappone Hall
31 College Dr., Concord
Artists whose work was commissioned or acquired:

Ingrid Pichler
Frank Gregory

Arts Bank - Artworks acquired for display  
& relocation for all state buildings
Artists whose work was acquired:

S. Charter Weeks
Robert Giggi
Bill Fein
Alexandra de Steiguer
Jerry Monkman
Marcia Santore
Paul Wainwright
Christopher Pothier
Dale Partiss Greene
Diane Taylor Moore
Shiao-Ping Wang
Susan Lirakis
Dawn Blanchard

Images of Percent for Art Projects are available on the NHSCA website: www.nh.gov/nharts.
Financial Information is available for the State Arts Fund in the Dedicated Funds Reports for each fiscal 
year available from the Department of Administrative Services, Division of Accounting Services.
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Percent for Art Case Study
Arts Enhancing Public Spaces & Attracting Visitors

Case Study: Hampton Beach State Park Redevelopment Project, Hampton
The creativity of artists instills civic pride in our public spaces. The Hampton Beach State Park 

Redevelopment project transformed the beachfront with two new bathhouses, a visitor center, 
a new seashell complex, and walkways. Public art works made  possible through the Percent 
for Art program were installed throughout the site, adding beauty and engagement for visitors 
to the area.

Four tile murals were commissioned from artist Sheryl Chatterton and placed in the breezeways 
of the north and south bathhouses. The murals have an educational focus, allowing families to 
explore and learn about the marine biology, plant life, and bird life of the region.

Other artworks on the site include: People Aquarium by Nate Deyesso located on the outside 
walls of the north and south bathhouses, seashell medallions by Andre Belanger that adorn both 
sides of the Seashell Complex, a mural by Gordon Carlisle that illustrates the two ecological 
systems of the marine estuary and the Oceanside located in the Seashell’s conference room, 
and granite fish sculptures by Thomas Berger and Alexander Renard that welcome families to 
the playground area. 

[7c Percent for Art- Case Studies – Arts Enhancing Public Spaces & Attracting Visitors] 
[draft: 1/7/13] 

Percent for Art: Arts Enhancing Public Spaces & Attracting Visitors 
Case Study: Hampton Beach State Park Redevelopment Project, Hampton 

 
The creativity of artists brings beauty to and instills civic pride in our public spaces. The 
Hampton Beach State Park Redevelopment brought new life and economic activity to the 
seacoast. Public art works made possible through the Percent for Art program were 
installed throughout the site, adding beauty and engagement for visitors to the area. 

Four tile murals were commissioned from artist Sheryl Chatterton to be placed in the 
breezeways of the north and south bathhouses. The murals have an educational focus, 
allowing families to explore and learn about the marine biology, plant life, and bird life of the 
region. 

Other artworks on the site include: People Aquarium by Nate Deyesso located on the 
outside walls of the north and south bathhouses, seashell medallions by Andre Belanger 
that adorn both sides of the Seashell Complex, a mural by Gordon Carlisle that illustrates 
the two ecological systems of the marine estuary and the Oceanside located in the 
Seashell’s conference room, and granite fish sculptures by Thomas Berger and Alexander 
Renard that welcome families to the playground area.  

Left Top: Stone Fish by 
Alexander Renard  
Left Bottom: Stone Fish by 
Thomas Berger 
Bottom: detail of ceramic 
seashell by Andre Belanger 
Right: Ceramic seashell 
installed at the Seashell 
Complex, Hampton Beach 
State Park 

Left Top: Stone Fish by 
Alexander Renard
Left Bottom: Stone Fish by 
Thomas Berger
Bottom: Detail of fiberglass 
seashell medallion by Andre 
Belanger
Right: Fiberglass seashell 
medallion installed on the  
Seashell Complex, Hampton 
Beach State Park
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Left & Above: Tile murals by Sheryl Chatterton, installed in the 
breezeways of the north and south bathhouses at Hampton Beach 
State Park 

Below: Mural by Gordon Carlisle installed at the Seashell Complex Below: Mural by Gordan Carlisle installed in the Seashell Complex Conference Room.
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Programs and Services
In addition to investing in arts grants, the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts provides 

program services that help to build stronger and more creative communities in New Hampshire. 
These align with the mission, goals and strategies of the agency’s strategic plan. Programs and 
services are also reflective of priorities of the State Arts Council’s federal  funding partner, the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

The professional staff at the State Arts Council carries the responsibility for research, 
 development, and implementation of the services provided. 

Clockwise from top right: Artist Entreprenurial Workshop 
presenter, Christine Halvorson; Fritz Weatherbee and Kirk 
Brunson at a Governor’s Arts Awards Ceremony; a student 
performing in a Poetry Out Loud Semi-Final Competition; 2011 
Poetry Out Loud Champion Olivia Vordenberg of Souhegan 
High School; Stuart Paton of Burlington Taiko performing; 
Randy Cohen presenting on the results of the Arts and 
Economic Prosperity Survey in the Monadnock Region.
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Arts in Education & Arts Learning
Arts in Education Conference 

Expanding Networks & Building Professional Skills for Teachers & Teaching Artists

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts sponsors the annual Arts in Education  Conference 
to  provide professional development and networking opportunities for educators, artists, and 
parents. The two-day  conference provides focused time to explore ways in which the power 
of the arts can improve learning and build community. A variety of interdisciplinary workshops, 
seminars, and lectures are offered and several outreach workshops are presented at local 
elementary and high schools.

FY 2009 Conference Theme: Maps & Journeys: Perspectives on Arts Education in New 
 Hampshire. The conference featured a screening of The Singing Revolution, a film that  documents 
the power of community song and dance festivals in social change. Filmmaker and producer 
James Tusty presented the film and led a workshop. The conference featured 33  workshops and 
outreach extended to a few schools in the North Country, where artists presented workshops for 
elementary and high school students. 

FY 2010 Conference Theme: Field of Vision. The conference featured keynote speaker James 
Catterall,  Professor of Education at the University of California, Los Angeles. Throughout the 
weekend 24 workshops were offered, performances and hands on  activities were led by the 
Everett Dance Theatre, and the creation of a large-scale collaborative mural was led by Robert 
Rossel, a member of the Arts Education Roster.

FY 2011 Conference Theme: Get on Board! Learning and Teaching about Culture, Heritage 
and History with and through the Arts. Featured guests included Kim and Reggie Harris who 
presented a multi-media  presentation exploring the rich heritage of Underground Railroad  stories 
and songs and their subsequent reuse in more modern contexts. The conference featured 28 
workshops and a performance of Caravanserai by  Pakistani Singers and Drummers as part of 
their national tour.

Above Left: Teaching artist Teresa Taylor is greeted 
by a Japanese lion dance at the 2010 Arts Education 
Conference.
Above: Participants in a hands-on team building 
workshop at the 2010 Arts in Education Conference.
Left: Artist Hideaki Miyamura demonstrating pottery 
throwing at the Arts in Education Conference.
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Arts in Education & Arts Learning
Poetry Out Loud 

Building Literacy & Language Competency

Poetry Out Loud is a program initiated and funded by the National Endowment of the Arts (NEA) 
in  partnership with the Poetry Foundation and carried out by the 56 state and jurisdictional state 
arts agencies. Funds to support Poetry Out Loud are awarded by the NEA to the New Hampshire 
State Council on the Arts as part of the agency’s State Partnership Grant. 

Poetry Out Loud encourages the nation’s 
high school-aged youth to learn about great 
poetry through memorization and perfor-
mance, and helps students master  public 
speaking skills, build self-confidence, 
and learn about their literary and cultural 
 heritage. 

Students memorize and recite poems that 
they select from an anthrology compiled 
by the NEA and the Poetry  Foundation to 
 represent the breadth of great poetry in the 
English language. Students compete first at 
the high school level. Champions from each school go on to compete in regional  competitions; 
regional champions  compete at a statewide final  championship.  Competitors are judged on the 
 quality of their  presentation, the poem’s difficulty and the student’s  accuracy in reciting it. 

Participation in New Hampshire’s Poetry Out Loud is open to any NH high school—public, 
 private,  parochial—and to home schoolers. In FY 2009, the fourth year of the program, over 
5,000 students from 24 high schools participated in the program. In FY 2010, over 8,000 high 
school students from 31 high schools participated. In FY 2011, the program grew to include 
almost 10,000 New Hampshire high school students representing 35 high schools. Information 
on participating schools, semifinal competitions and champions is on the the NHSCA website, 
www.nh.gov/nharts.

2011 Poetry Out Loud State Final Championship contestants, 
Representatives Hall, New Hampshire State House. 
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(left to right) 2009 State Champion Cote Laramie; 
2010 Regional Contestant Salamarie Frazier. 

P
ho

to
s 

by
 L

yn
n 

M
ar

tin
 G

ra
to

n

In FY 2009, 2010 and 2011 additional funding for Poetry 
Out Loud was provided by the Badger Fund and the Putnam 
 Foundation through the New  Hampshire Charitable Foundation. 
The Poetry Foundation  covers the cost for each state champion 
to compete in Washington D.C. with other state champions. 

In FY 2009, 2010 and 2011, New Hampshire’s Poetry Out Loud 
partners also included the Arts Alliance of Northern New Hamp-
shire, CavanKerry Press, The Frost Place, the Poetry Society 
of New  Hampshire, the Mondadnock Writer’s Project, Toadstool 
Book Shops, Gibson’s Bookstore, Water Street Bookstore and 
Bagel Works. The Granite State Ambassadors volunteered at 
the State Finals. Higher Education site sponsors included New 
 England  College, Southern New Hampshire University,  Plymouth 
State University, and Keene State College. 
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Artist Services
Artist Entrepreneurial Workshops: 
Building Skills & Developing Markets

Artist entrepreneurs contribute significantly to New Hampshire’s economy. New Hampshire’s 
creative  workforce includes visual artists, web and interior designers, writers and publishers, 
musicians, dancers, actors and other creative workers. 

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts invests in the productivity of self-employed 
 individual artists by providing professional development workshops. Workshop topics are 
selected to meet the needs of artists working in a wide range of disciplines and at various 
stages of their careers. The goal is to help artists be more productive businesses by improving 
their entrepreneurial and marketing skills. 

Workshops are posted on the State Arts Council’s homepage and announced through the 
State Arts Council’s extensive electronic mailing list. 

Workshops held during FY 2009 to FY 2011 were:
Creating a Website: Doing It Yourself or Outsourcing presented by Dan Pouliot
The Business of Being an Artist presented by Jennifer Murphy Aubin
6th Annual ArtWorks - NH Artist Exchange: market research,  planning, and effective 

 promotional  strategies for artists  presented by local experts
Marketing: Plain and Simple presented by Nancy Clark
Public Art: Artist and Community Driven Projects presented by Julie Mento, Jane Eklund, 

Gordon Carlisle, and Sue Cobler
Connecting Art & Commerce presented by Tricia Anderson Soule
Get out there! Taking Your Art Online presented by Nancy Clark
Art, Aging & Healing: Working in Health Care and Nursing Home Facilities presented by 

Alice Kinsler, Lucie Crichton, and Sarah Haskell
Getting Your Story Out There presented by Luann Udell
Shoestring Personal Branding: Online for Artists presented by Christine Halvorson
Approaching Galleries presented by Sarah Chaffee
Pricing Your Work: Art or Science presented by Gary Chabot

Workshop held at AVA Gallery and  
Art Center in Lebanon, NH

Nancy Clark, owner of Glen Group Inc. in 
North Conway, presented a workshop on  

Marketing: Plain and Simple in 2009.
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Building Skills & Developing Markets 
 
Artist entrepreneurs contribute significantly to New Hampshire’s economy. New 
Hampshire’s creative workforce includes visual artists, web and interior 
designers, writers and publishers, musicians, dancers, actors and other creative 
workers.  

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts invests in the productivity of 
individual artists by providing professional development workshops unique to the 
needs of artists. Workshop topics are selected to meet the needs of artists 
working in a wide range of disciplines and at various stages of their careers. The 
goal is to help artists be more productive businesses by improving their 
entrepreneurial and marketing skills.  

Workshops are posted on the State Arts Council’s homepage and announced via   
the State Arts Council’s extensive electronic mailing list.  
 
Workshops held during FY 2009 to FY 2011 were: 

 
Creating a Website: Doing It Yourself or Outsourcing presented by Dan Pouliot 
The Business of Being an Artist presented by Jennifer Murphy Aubin 
6th Annual ArtWorks - NH Artist Exchange: market research, planning, and 
effective promotional strategies for artists presented by local experts 
Marketing: Plain and Simple presented by Nancy Clark 
Public Art: Artist and Community Driven Projects presented by Julie Mento, Jane 
Eklund, Gordon Carlisle, and Sue Cobler 
Connecting Art & Commerce presented by Tricia Anderson Soule 
Get out there! Taking Your Art Online presented by Nancy Clark 
Art, Aging & Healing: Working in Health Care and Nursing Home Facilities 
presented by Alice Kinsler, Lucie Crichton, and Sarah Haskell 
Getting Your Story Out There presented by Luann Udell 
Shoestring Personal Branding: Online for Artists presented by Christine 
Halvorson 
Approaching Galleries presented by Sarah Chaffee 
Pricing Your Work: Art or Science presented by Gary Chabot 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants at an Artist Entrepreneurial Workshop 
Workshop held at AVA Gallery and Art 
Center in Lebanon, NH 
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Artist Services
Rosters & Directories 

Connecting Artists with Communities

Arts activities contribute greatly to the lifestyle and economic well-being that makes New 
Hampshire a vital place to live and work, and artists are at the heart of it all. The New Hampshire 
State Council on the Arts maintains three on-line juried rosters, each one connects artists with 
organizations that can benefit from their particular expertise, training, and goals. Access to being 
listed on the rosters is open annually through an application process. Once accepted, artists 
are provided various levels of orientation and then listed on the State Arts Council’s website. 
Organizations are able to apply for competitive grants to include these artists in their programs.

Arts in Health Care Artist Directory – A place to find  professional artists who trained to provide 
arts experiences to residents and clients of hospitals, nursing homes, and rehabilitation centers. 
Artists in this directory have been juried based upon their ability to work in health care settings. 

New Hampshire Artist Roster – A place to find talented professional artists who can bring new 
ideas, skills, energy, and creativity to young people and communities in New Hampshire. Roster 
artists represent diverse disciplines and cultures and live in various regions of the state. They 
have been juried onto the Roster based upon the artistic quality of their work, their  professional 
commitment, and their experience in working in various settings, especially schools. 

Traditional Arts & Folklife Listing – A place to find traditional artists, community scholars 
and  folklorists who are available for presentations, demonstrations, lectures, performances 
and workshops. Traditional arts are the crafts, music, stories and ways of doing things that are 
passed on from one generation to the next within families, communities and cultural groups of 
all types. Artists and cultural specialists on this listing have been juried based upon their artistry 
and ability to communicate with audiences and students. 

Each listing has a searchable list 
on the www.nh.gov/nharts website 

from arts & artists
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Creative Communities
The New Hampshire Creative Communities Network 

Communities with a lively cultural sector contribute to a strong economy. The State Arts Council 
founded the Creative Communities Network (CCN) to provide a forum for town and city leaders 
to build and sustain healthy and prosperous communities through the arts. The consortium is 
made up of local arts councils, municipal arts commissions, statewide arts service organizations, 
and other partner organizations. 

Quarterly meetings are hosted by member organizations in different regions of the state and 
provide an opportunity for members to discuss community arts related issues and share model 
projects. Members engage in collaborative initiatives to help strengthen the creative economy 
at local and state levels. Special projects have included designing an Artist Needs Assessment 
Survey and a workshop on affordable live/work spaces for artists and small businesses.

Network members also promote ways the arts can benefit communities, such as:  incorporating 
the arts into health care settings; encouraging the creation of public art; bringing the arts into 
 environmental projects;  including arts and culture in community long-range planning; and  measuring 
the economic impact of the arts sector. 

In FY 2010 & 2011, NHSCA provided  partnership initiative grants through  network member Art-
Speak/Portsmouth City Cultural Commission to invest in the infrastructure of community-based 
organizations that provide arts programs to underserved populations, strengthen the state’s creative 
economy, and attract visitors and new businesses to the state through the arts. 

Lamprey Arts & Culture Alliance 
 “Newmarket,” an oil on canvas by 
 Candace Reed Stella. Since 2005, 
the Lamprey Arts & Culture Alliance 

(LACA) has sponsored and  coordinated 
an annual ArtWalk Celebration, which 

includes visual arts exhibits, each 
Mother’s Day weekend in Newmarket.

CCN Membership (as of 12/2012):

Arts Alive
Arts Alliance of Northern New Hampshire
Art-Speak/Portsmouth City Cultural Commission
Art Esprit
ARTVENTURES New Hampshire
AVA Gallery & Art Center 
City Arts Nashua, Inc.
City of Manchester Economic Development Office
City of Portsmouth
Creative Concord
Dover Arts Commission
Great Mills Management 
Lebanon Recreation & Parks Department
Peterborough Cultural Planning Committee
Manchester Arts Commission
MoCo Arts
New Hampshire Business Committee for the Arts
Newmarket & Heritage Cultural Center Committee
Rochester Main Street Program
Upper Valley Arts Alliance  
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Heritage & Traditional Arts
Preserving & understanding Our Heritage & Traditional Arts

In the traditional arts, crafts, music, dances, and stories are passed down from one generation 
to the next within families, communities, and cultural groups. The New Hampshire State Council 
on the Arts recognizes that traditional artists possess important skills and knowledge and that 
this heritage is important to retaining community identity. Communities with vibrant and active 
traditional arts also offer authentic cultural experiences for visitors to our state.  

To ensure that traditional arts are better understood by young people and preserved for 
 generations to come, the State Arts Council carries out research and documentation of traditional 
arts and artists; invests in Traditional Arts Apprenticeship grants; presents special exhibits; and 
develops educational resources for  students and teachers. 

The New Hampshire Folklife website is one such unique online resource. The website 
(www.nh.gov/folklife) offers information on the diversity of traditional arts and folklife in New 
 Hampshire including a Learning Center with essays on traditional arts and folklife for all ages; 
unique  interactive learning games called Heritage Arts Build-A-Pictures designed especially 
for  youngsters; a portal for teachers with ideas on how to use the activities in the classroom; 
information on New Hampshire’s presentation at the 1999 Smithsonian Folklife Festival and other 
exhibits and festivals produced by the State Arts Council; a Traditional Music Collection database 
to help connect musicians with people seeking their recordings; and many resource links.

In FY 2009, a traveling exhibit entitled “Discovering Heritage Arts in New Hampshire” was 
 developed for community libraries. The exhibit featured artwork illustrating a wide range of  traditions 
and words specific to the tools, processes, and concepts of these traditions. The  project expanded 
the concept of literacy to include our heritage and deepened understanding of New Hampshire’s 
traditions. Designed for small community settings, the exhibit was displayed in nine town public 
libraries, one historic society, one regional visitor center, and at the  Legislative Office Building. 

Home page of the NH  
State Council on the Arts 

Folklife website. 

Illustration by Beth  
Krommes for the Heritage 

Arts Build-A-Picture  
activities. 

Heritage Arts Build-A-Picture activity available on 
the Folklife website. This online learning center 
allows a student to put together a  picture puzzle 
based on an image of a traditional art form and 

expand what they have learned by exploring 
some basic resource links.
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Honoring Accomplishments and  
Service to Communities:

2011 GOVERNORS ARTS AWARDS
New Hampshire is a state with a breadth of artistic energy and individuals who, with their 

personal decisions and commitment, make a difference to the quality of life in their  communities 
and the state. The State Arts Council, in cooperation with the Governors Office, periodically takes 
the opportunity to acknowledge these contributions through the presentation of Governors Arts 
Awards. Each award category allows us to bring attention to the work of both nominees and award 
recipients in promoting the excellence, growth and availability of the arts in New Hampshire. 

On April 27, 2011, the 2011 Governors Arts Awards recipients were announced by Governor 
John Lynch at a State House ceremony and honored at a reception held at Red River Theatres. 
The awards ceromony and reception were supported through private donations. 

The 2011 Governors Arts Awards recipients were:
Lotte Jacobi Living Treasure Award: Jon Brooks, New Boston

This award recognizes a professional New Hampshire artist, in any discipline, who has made 
a significant contribution to his or her art form and to the arts community of New Hampshire, 
reflecting a lifetime of achievement. This award is named after the late Johanna Alexandra (Lotte) 
Jacobi (1896-1990), a photographer of great national and international renown. Born in Germany, 
she immigrated to the United States and spent her latter years as a resident of Deering, NH.

Folk Heritage Award: Sylvia Miskoe, Concord
This award recognizes a New Hampshire traditional folk artist who has made a significant 

 contribution to his or her art form and to his or her cultural community, reflecting a lifetime 
of achievement. Traditional art forms are those art forms, passed informally from generation 
to  generation, that reflect the culture of a particular community defined by ethnic heritage, 
 occupational, religious, geographic, or familial groups.

Arts Education Award: Deborah Booth, Epping
This award recognizes an individual, not-for-profit organization, school district or  community that 

has made an outstanding contribution to arts education within the past three years.  Contributions 
may include the securing of increased funding to arts education, the implementation of a 
 comprehensive arts curriculum or innovation in the classroom.

Distinguished Arts Leadership Award: Ben Anderson, Prescott Park Arts Festival, 
 Portsmouth & Connie Rosemont, Red River Theatres, Concord

This award recognizes an individual who has played a sustained role in the advancement, 
direction, or  management of a New Hampshire not-for-profit arts organization. 
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Individual Arts Patron Award: M. Christine Dwyer, Portsmouth
This award recognizes a New Hampshire resident who has made a significant contribution to 

the support of the arts in New Hampshire. Contributions may include donations of money, time, 
goods, or services that over time have significantly increased support for the arts. 

A special award was presented by the State Arts Councilors to Fritz Wetherbee: Voice of 
New Hampshire 

2011 Governors Arts Award Ceremony
(left to right) NHSCA Council Chair Dr. Roger Brooks, Ben Anderson, Deborah Booth, Christine 
Dwyer, Jon Brooks, NHSCA Acting Director Lynn Martin Graton, Governor John Lynch, Connie 
Rosemont, Sylvia Miskoe, Fritz Wetherbee, and DCR Commissioner Van McLeod.

About the Award Design Theme
The awards presented at the 2011 Governors Arts Awards were  commissioned 

from artist Andre Belanger of Berlin, N.H. The award interprets the eagle designed 
for the dome of the State House. Belanger also designed the New Hampshire 
Medal of Honor for the New Hampshire National Guard. He owns his own 
 sign-making and art-based business, Studio Works in Berlin, New Hampshire. 
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Networking and Information
Connecting People & Ideas & Opportunities

The New Hampshire State Council on the Arts provides valuable news and information services 
electronically to over 2,000 individuals and organizations. 

The State Arts Council serves as a clearing house for national, regional and statewide 
 opportunities in the arts and, with the help of the Department of Cultural Resources Public 
 Information Officer, compiles these into E-Opps and sends out a twice-monthly update on 
 opportunities in the arts community, including grants, jobs, workshops, and more. 

The State Arts Council is also a source of breaking news stories, grant deadlines and more. 
Art Starts are e-news bulletins that provide timely updates. 

In FY 2010, the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts initiated a Spotlight series from 
the home page of the agency website to provide a deeper insight into the many ways public 
 investment in the arts helps to make possible a wide variety of projects, activities, and services 
that benefit families, students, teachers, artists, and communities statewide; making the arts 
more  accessible to all citizens. The Spotlight series replaced the more costly print publication, 
Arts Journal.

The New Hampshire State Council 
on the Arts also maintains a public 
Facebook Fan page where the State 
Arts Council can provide information 
on opportunities, news, workshops 
and grant deadlines and thereby 
reach people and organizations that 
are part of a social media network. 
Artists, schools, and organizations 
can also post their most current arts-
related news and stories.
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Arts Outreach:  
Commissioner’s Initiatives
Arts, Culture & The Law Conference: FY2011

Members of the arts and culture industry – which includes large and small businesses  (including 
 individuals), not-for-profits, municipal organizations and others – often do not have a solid 
 understanding of key legal issues, ranging from establishing and respecting copyright, to tax 
laws, to nonprofit governance and beyond. Many times they do not have the resources to obtain 
this information and end up seeking help once it is too late.

The FY 2011 Arts, Culture and the Law Conference sponsored by the Department of Cultural 
Resources in partnership with the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, the University of New 
Hampshire School of Law, the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, and the New Hampshire 
Center for Non Profits, as well as others brought together individuals from both the legal and the 
arts and culture communities to discuss these issues. Throughout the day, concurrent blocks of 
one-hour panel discussions addressing pertinent topics took place. The panels included one expert 
each from the legal and arts or culture industry as well as a facilitator; panelists gave five-minute 
presentations and for the balance of the session they responded to questions from attendees. 

More than 140 people participated in the event. Post-conference survey comments included 
“One of the best I have attended in New England,” “Expertise assembled was fantastic” and 
“Should be a regular event.”

Commissioner’s Cultural & Heritage Tourism Roundtables: FY2009 – FY2011
Commissioner’s Cultural & Heritage Tourism Roundtables take place on a quarterly basis 

at a variety of cultural sites throughout the state. True “roundtables,” each focuses on a topic 
related to the cultural industry. The conversation is driven by those who attend and is facilitated 
by the commissioner of the Department of Cultural Resources. Attendees – who range from 
individual artists, members of for-profit and not-for-profit arts organizations, librarians, historians 
and  historical society members as well as owners of small and large  businesses – report that the 
content of the Roundtables is thought-provoking and that the networking  opportunities presented 
open new avenues for collaboration.

September 18, 2008 – Capitol Center for the Arts, Concord
Topic: “Opportunities for Cultural Organizations to work on an international stage” – with  special 
guest John Wallace, OBE, Principal at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama

November 18, 2008 – Strawbery Banke, Portsmouth
Topic: “Cultural and Heritage Tourism in New Hampshire”

February 19, 2009 – Capitol Center for the Arts, Concord
Topic: “Using Community Partnerships and Collaborations to Prosper in a Challenging  Economic 
Climate”

May 6, 2009 – Waterville Valley Resort
Topic: “Utilizing New Methods for Promoting & Marketing Cultural & Heritage Tourism”
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September 22, 2009 – Colonial Theatre, Keene
Topic: “Partnerships & Packages: Finding Good Matches for Your Organization” 

December 3, 2009 – Currier Museum of Art, Manchester
Topic: “Partnerships Mean Business: Working with chambers, associations and other large 
and small  organizations” 

April 6, 2010 - Historic Belknap Mill, Laconia 
Topic: “Reach out! How partners can help you achieve your goals” 

May 7, 2010 – Discover Portsmouth Center, Portsmouth
Topic: Bullpen immediately after the Governor’s Conference on Tourism 

September 22, 2010 - Flying Monkey Movie House & Performance Center, Plymouth
Topic: “Using statistics to tell your story” 

December 1, 2010 - MacDowell Colony, Peterborough 
Topic: “2011 Outlook: Challenges and Opportunities in the Coming Year” 

March 7, 2011 – Nashua Public Library, Nashua 
Topic: Roundtable with Lori Harnois, director of NH’s Division of Travel & Tourism Development 

May 6, 2011 - Attitash Grand Summit Hotel, Bartlett 
Topic: Bullpen immediately after the Governor’s Conference on Tourism 

NH Professional Theatre Association Convenings: FY2009 - FY2011
New Hampshire has a long history of professional theatre and is home to the oldest  summer 

theatre in the United States. Nearly two dozen professional producing and / or presenting  theatres 
currently exist in the state, some that focus on a summer season, some that have  touring 
 companies, and some that offer programming all year long.

The New Hampshire Professional Theatre Association (NHPTA) was convened through the 
Department of Cultural Resources Commissioner working in partnership with the State Arts 
Council in 2007; representatives from these theatres meet on a quarterly basis to discuss their 
organizations’ challenges and solutions, share resources, collaborate on marketing and plan for 
the future of professional theatre throughout the state. 

One of the major initiatives of the NHPTA is its annual Auditions and Job Fair. The event 
gives participants the opportunity to meet with representatives from New Hampshire  professional 
 theatres seeking both cast  members and staff, including positions working backstage or in 
 marketing, administrative or box office capacities.

NHSCA Staff thanks the Department of Cultural Resources Public Information Officer Shelly 
Angers for the above entry.
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Authorizing Legislation
Title 1, The State and its Government, Chapter 19-A, Council on the Arts  
(Source. 1965, 194:1, eff. Aug. 27, 1965.)

Declaration of Policy. – It is hereby found that many of our citizens lack the opportunity to view, 
enjoy or participate in living theatrical performances, musical concerts, operas, dance and ballet 
recitals, art exhibits, examples of fine architecture, and the performing and fine arts generally. 
It is hereby further found that, with increasing leisure time, the practice and  enjoyment of the 
arts are of increasing importance and that the general welfare of the people of the state will be 
 promoted by giving further recognition to the arts as a vital aspect of our culture and  heritage and 
as a valued means of expanding the scope of our educational programs. It is hereby declared 
to be the policy of the state to join with private patrons and with institutions and  professional 
 organizations concerned with the arts to insure that the role of the arts in the life of our  communities 
will continue to grow and will play an ever more significant part in the welfare and  educational 
experience of our citizens. It is further declared that all activities undertaken by the state in 
 carrying out this policy shall be directed toward encouraging and assisting rather than in any 
ways limiting the freedom of artistic expression that is essential for the well-being of the arts. 



New Hampshire State Council on the Arts Phone: 603.271.2789
19 Pillsbury Street, 1st Floor www.nh.gov/nharts
Concord, NH 03301 www.nh.gov/folklife


