
NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF

MENTAL HEALTH PRACTICE

BOARD MEETING MINUTES – November 14, 2008

Present:   Sheila Renaud-Finnegan, Gail Mears, Thomas Boulter, David Sundell,  David Braiterman, Joan Staigers Haley, and Kathleen Sternenberg, Karen Jennings 

Not present: -----

Joan Staigers Haley called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM

Draft minutes of the October 17, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by David Braiterman and seconded by Tom Boulter to approve the minutes with additional information added to I A (correspondence to William Gunn).

Draft minutes of the October 31, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by David Sundell and seconded by Tom Boulter to approve the minutes with the addition of the docket number added to II.    

Motions passed.

For:  SRF, TB, DS, GM, JH, DB

Opposed: 0

Recused: KJ

Not present for the vote: KS

I. Correspondence 
A.  Sheila Gardner –  The Board reviewed a letter from Dr. Gardner in which she asked for clarification to questions regarding the Report on Complaints posted on the Board’s website.  Motion was made by Sheila Renaud-Finnegan and seconded by Tom Boulter to respond to Dr. Gardner’s questions in writing and to take the report off the website until it can be clarified for the public.   Motion passed.

B. William Gunn, Ph.D. -  The Board read and filed a letter of thanks from William Gunn, President of NHPA.
II. Mental Health Bill of Rights
A. Motion was made by David Braiterman and seconded by Tom Boulter that the Board of Mental Health Practice begin a process to review and revise the Mental Health Client Bill of Rights as mandated by RSA 330-A:15 currently enacted as Board Administrative Rule Mhp 502.02.  Motion passed.

III.  RSA 330-A – Changes

B. The Board reviewed suggested revisions to RSA330-A:

330-A:19 Clinical Mental Health Counselors. – 
    I. The board shall issue a clinical mental health counselor license to any person who meets all of the following requirements or their equivalent: 
       (a) Has a  60 credit master’s or doctoral degree in clinical mental health counseling from a CACREP accredited institution or its equivalent and which has received regional accreditation from the Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges. 
       (b) Has passed the clinical mental health counselor's examination of the National Board of Certified Counselors, Inc. 
       (c) Has completed a minimum of 2 years of paid, post-master's experience in a mental health counseling setting, including completion of a minimum of 3,000 hours of supervised clinical work in no less than a 2-year period and in no more than a 5-year period, and was supervised for a minimum of 100 hours of individual face-to-face supervision by a  state-licensed mental health professional. 
Motion was made by Gail Mears and seconded by David Braiterman to express support of these revisions to RSA 330-A:19 and to accept the CACREP internship requirements.  Motion passed.

IV.  Rule Writing

A. Motion was made by David Braiterman and seconded by David Sundell to schedule a Board meeting on December 12, 2008 at 9 am for the purpose of reviewing public comment to the rules and the initial proposals of the rules dated 7/18/08.  Motion passed.

Upon the motion of Tom Boulter and seconded by Karen Jennings, the Board, by roll call vote, resolved to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing application, investigations of alleged misconduct of licensees, in accordance with RSA 91-A:3, II (c), RSA 91-A:3, II (e), RSA 91-A:5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 118 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board’s executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

Upon the motion of Tom Boulter and the second of Karen Jennings, the Board by roll call vote, resolved to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session, with the exception of approved applications, responses to motions and disciplinary actions until they are served, from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

I.  APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR LICENSURE

A. Approved mental health counselors: Kerry Buchanan, Kortney Yasenka, Debra Braun, Zsuzanna Gero, Lindsay Simmons, Shannon Herbert.

B. Approved clinical social workers:  Lisabeth Townsend, Joan DiMeglio, Stephen Burke, Teresa Candido, Aimee Valeras, Julie Smythe, Loren Haberski.

C. Approved psychologists:  Robert Morrell, Nathan Jones

D. Approved marriage & family therapists – no applicants this month

E. Approved pastoral psychotherapists – no applicants this month

II.  APPROVED CANDIDATE FOR LICENSURE: SUPERVISORY AGREEMENTS 

A. Mental Health Counselors:  Marisa McCutchen, Priscilla Thompson, Jeff Stratton, Jennifer Whitcher, Christine Condor, Susan Curtis, Sara Brown 

B. Social Workers:  Jeannine Dembski, Douglas Wenger, Gina Johnson, Kyle Tremblay, Melissa Nicholson, Cheryl Seavey, Carmela Quail, Karolina Homoleski

C.  Marriage & Family Therapists:  no applicants this month

D. Psychologists:  Jessica Englert, Melissa Levesque 

E. Pastoral Psychotherapists – no applicants this month

(JH recused from Melissa Levesque)

III.  INVESTIGATORS
A. Gary Goodnough and  L.C. Nightingale have been approved by the Board as professional conduct investigators.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM

Meetings scheduled for Friday, December 12, 2008 and December 19, 2008
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