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NEW HAMPSHIRE LIQUOR COMMISSION CELEBRATES 

75TH ANNIVERSARY

Commission Announces Special Events, Promotions and Products

Concord, NH –  On December 5, 1933, New Hampshire finalized its ratification of the 21st Amendment, becoming the 13th state to formally repeal Prohibition.  Soon after, New Hampshire became one of only eighteen “Control” states, establishing the New Hampshire Liquor Commission to regulate the sale of alcohol.  To commemorate its 75th anniversary, the New Hampshire Liquor Commission (www.nh.gov/liquor) is holding a year-long celebration in 2009, including special events and promotions. 

“The Liquor Commission takes great pride in providing responsible and responsive service to the citizens of New Hampshire,” stated Liquor Commission Chairman Mark Bodi.  “This celebration will recognize our successful sales efforts over seventy-five years, which have raised more than $2 billion in net profit for the state, as well as our nationally recognized programs to educate licensees, servers and citizens regarding underage drinking, driving under the influence, and over-service.”

To help celebrate its 75th anniversary, the Liquor Commission, in collaboration with New Hampshire-based White Rock Distillers, has created a special offering of vodkas under the brand name of Tenure.   

In addition, a number of special sales and events are planned throughout the year, including Wine Week, which began on January 23rd.   Now in its fourth year, Wine Week is actually ten days of spectacular wine tastings, receptions and wine dinners all across New Hampshire.   Wine Week festivities feature more than thirty-five vintners, wine experts and personalities, including Michael Mondavi, founder of Folio Fine Wine Partners, Kevin Zraly, best-selling author, and Margo Van Staaveren, the Wine Enthusiasts’ 2008 Winemaker of the Year.   

More details on Wine Week, including the marquee Winter Wine Spectacular on January 29th in Manchester, are available at: (http://www.nh.gov/liquor/wineweek).

The beverage alcohol industry plays a significant role in New Hampshire’s economy, with more than 11,000 jobs tied to the production, distribution and sale of beer, wine and spirits.  Annually, the industry contributes more than $1.2 billion in business activity to New Hampshire. The Liquor Commission currently licenses over 1,680 on-premise establishments (e.g. restaurants, clubs) that generated almost $54 million in sales during our last fiscal year.  In addition, there are almost 1,400 off-premise licensees (e.g. grocery and convenience stores) that generated over $86 million in sales during the previous fiscal year.

Because of its innovative programs, the Liquor Commission’s Enforcement & Licensing Bureau was named Liquor Law Enforcement Agency of the Year in 2007 by the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association. During fiscal year 2008, the Enforcement Bureau provided training to over 78,000 people to include licensees, servers, and the general public.

About the NH Liquor Commission

Founded in 1934, the NH Liquor Commission is celebrating its 75th Anniversary.  New Hampshire is one of 18 Control States in the nation, where the government controls the distribution of alcoholic beverages as well as being responsible for the regulation of alcoholic beverages.  The New Hampshire Liquor Commission operates 77 retail locations throughout the Granite State and serves more than 500,000 New Hampshire residents and tourists each year. 
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