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NH Insurance Department Issues Statement on Health Care Rates

Concord, NH — The New Hampshire Insurance Department today issued a statement on the timing of
the public release of rates for health plans that will be sold on the federally facilitated New Hampshire
Marketplace in 2015.

A May 22 article in the Washington, D.C., newspaper The Hill details when states will publish proposed
2015 premium rates for health care plans. It lists New Hampshire as publicly releasing rates on Jan. 1,
the effective date for 2015 plans, which is when the Insurance Department is allowed by law to publicly
release rate information. The story could have led some readers to believe that New Hampshire
residents will not have access to rate information until January.

New Hampshire consumers in fact will have access to that information much sooner. Open enrollment
for Marketplace plans begins Nov. 15, and premium information will be available to individual
consumers through healthcare.gov on or before that date.

Insurance companies operating on the federally facilitated Health Insurance Marketplace may choose to
release rate information even sooner.

The New Hampshire rule Ins 4101.05(h), in effect since 2010, states that rate filings are confidential and
not available to the public until the rates are effective.

“The Insurance Department would like to clarify that while we are prevented by law from publicly
releasing information on rate filings until the effective date (Jan. 1), this information will be available to
consumers once open enrollment begins, at the latest,” said Jennifer Patterson, health legal counsel for
the Insurance Department.

The New Hampshire Insurance Department’s mission is to promote and protect the public good by
ensuring the existence of a safe and competitive insurance marketplace through the development and
enforcement of the insurance laws of the State of New Hampshire. For more information, visit
www.nh.gov/insurance.
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