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Article published Fab 11, 2014
Anthem says narrow network allows significant
consumer savings PR director: More providers would
mean higher premiums

RGCHESTER - Anthem offics

rials say the neaw narrow network offéred by the Insurancs
company, which esxcludes nins haeprtais in the siate, iz expecied 1o ssve significant
lnwas&& in premivm costs for consumisrs.

Christophar Dugan, the senior public redations directar for Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shisld,
said Monday that withoul a narrower natwork of providers offared by the Pathay netwrk,
prvmiiurm could ncrease by 68 much a8 30 to 40 percent, according to independant
studiss performad by N.H. Dopartment of Insurance and the Society of Actuaries.

The Pathway netwark of providers was ﬂmlw by &rﬂham o guppart plans on the
haafih insurance mechange through the Afferdabla Cars Act (ACA). For this year, Antham
I the only carriar that ehoss o join the émhange

Withaut this new namower network, the potenfially siﬁnf&zﬂrﬂ increases would result largely
traiv higher claima of pravisusty uninsured, and thoie coversd thraugh existing high riak
poals, he said,

Starting this year, those who sign up for the exchangs through the ACA, or thoss with
incdivichual plans theough Antharm, will not ba abls to get primary care al 10 New Hampshire
Baspitals, including Frisble Memoral Heapital snd Parsmouth Regional Hasplial, Ning of
thoze hospitals wers eniuded from the Palhways network, while Concord Hospital chose
m*t to join the natwork.

Beacause many doclors in the stale are affiiated with the excluded hospials, many ﬁatﬂmﬁiﬁ
may have to change doclors in oider bo keep thelr Individust haalth eu-mraga thircugh
Antham, or to glgn up for the health exchangs.

But Bugan pointed cut Mondsy that 90 percent of Anthent's eustamers ara In the broad

“pebavork, which includes alt of the stale's hospitals, He said that saniurg on Madicans, as

weall as amployses who get health benefits through largé @Pﬁﬁﬁ amployers,
afrployers off tha exchanga, will nol be afecied by e nanme

Dugan also anmhaﬁzed that individual plans include sul-of-niahwork coverage for
ml’ﬂ@ﬁﬁiﬂﬁ, IS |

The narrower netwark of providers, said Dugan, ia offered for thosa who don't have
coverage through arn employes, |
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Hi alsa zaid that thess with indhvidual insurance plans whose dociors will not be covered
thraugh the new nehvord, and who want fo ksep their providers, may docide that Andhem is

ret & good malch, and that Andhu respects those decisions.
"I il for every singhs parson,” said Dugan of the narrower network,
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