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Police: Man tries to strangle neighbor's barking Shih-Tzu 

 

PORTSMOUTH — A city man was arrested Friday after he allegedly forced his way into a neighbor's 

apartment and attempted to strangle a small dog because its barking was annoying. 

 

Roger Pelletier, 50, of 263 Rockland St., unit 31, told police that he forced his way into the apartment 

because he was upset with its constant barking. The dog is a Shih-Tzu named Oreo. 

 

After Pelletier broke into the apartment and tried to strangle the small black and white dog, a struggle 

ensued between the dog's owner and Pelletier, which prompted a call to the Portsmouth Police 

Department. Law enforcement responded to the scene at approximately 9:55 a.m., according to Sgt. 

Christopher Kiberd. 

 

Kiberd said Pelletier was bitten several times by Oreo, who will be evaluated by a licensed veterinarian. 

 

Oreo's owner was not harmed in the struggle.  

 

Pelletier has been charged with burglary and cruelty to animals, both Class B felonies. He was also 

charged with simple assault. 

 

Pelletier is being held on $5,000 cash and $5,000 personal recognizance bail. He was transported to 

the Rockingham County Correctional Facility to be held pending his arraignment on Monday, which is 

scheduled for 8 a.m. 

People with information about this crime should contact Officer Roland Dupuis at 610-7617. 

 

Article published Dec 2, 2014 

Man charged in dog strangle case has history of violence 

 

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth man who was arrested last week for allegedly entering his 

neighbor’s apartment and strangling her small dog has a history of violence, according to prosecutors. 

 

Roger Pelletier, 50, of 263 Rockland St., unit 31, was arrested on Friday after he allegedly forced his 

way into the woman’s apartment and tried to strangle her black and white Shih-Tzu named Oreo. 

Pelletier told police he committed the crime because the dog’s constant barking was annoying him, 

according to a statement issued by Portsmouth Police Department.  

 

During his arraignment on Monday morning, police prosecutor David Colby told the court that Pelletier’s 

criminal history includes convictions on four counts of simple assault, a charge of second-degree 

assault, conduct after an accident and attempted kidnapping, according to a news report published by 

the Portsmouth Press Herald. 

 

Research into court documents shows that Pelletier was charged with running down a pedestrian near 

the White Mountains in 1997. In 1998, he was ordered by a judge to pay his victim $325,000 for their 



injuries. 

 

Pelletier was charged with simple assault in 1991 after he tried to grab a 21-year-old female in Durham 

after he jumped out of his truck.  

 

Pelletier has also been arrested in Maine and New Hampshire for drug, sexual harassment and 

contempt charges, according to court documents. 

 

After his arraignment, Pelletier was held on $5,000 cash and $500 personal recognizance bail. He has 

a probable hearing cause scheduled for Dec. 8 at Portsmouth Circuit Court. 

 

Pelletier has been charged with burglary and cruelty to animals, both Class B felonies, and simple 

assault relating to Friday’s incident. 


