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No jail time in animal cruelty case 
 
DOVER — The two Farmington women charged last year with what officials referred to 
as one of the largest animal cruelty cases in the area will avoid jail time if they stay out 
of trouble for two years.  
 
Shirley Patch, 60, and her niece Caroline Wilkins, 42, both of 576 Chestnut Hill Road, 
were charged collectively, in September of 2012, with 13 misdemeanor counts of animal 
cruelty.  
 
Each received suspended sentences of 365 days in jail last week in Strafford County 
Superior Court. While many of the animals involved in the case were surrendered to the 
New Hampshire Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NHSPCA) in 
Stratham, many remained with the women. Through the pleas they negotiated with the 
state, they are allowed to keep the pets, despite the abuse convictions. However, they 
are subject to random compliance checks with the NHSPCA over the next three years. 
 
Patch was charged with 12 counts of animal cruelty with all but two charges nolle 
prossed, or not prosecuted. Her charges included cruelty to three dogs, all underweight. 
One was tethered in the yard with no form of shelter and another was found to have an 
indentation in its skull. 
Other charges included cruelty to two goats and two chickens and several horses, 
including two mini-horses. Many of the animals were deemed underweight with 
protruding ribs and hip bones and many weren’t provided with adequate shelter. 
 
Patch pleaded guilty to two animal cruelty charges involving horses; a white mare 
named Swindle and a bay gelding named Berry. As a result she received a single 365-
day sentence, suspended for two years of good behavior. 
 
In addition, she is required to pay more than $46,000 in restitution to the NHSPCA for 
taking care of her surrendered animals. She is never permitted to own livestock again 
and will have to wait five years to adopt another domestic animal. 
 
However, she is allowed to keep her painted stallion, dog, cat, and mouse. Patch is 
required to provide proof of regular care for the animals to the state every six months for 
the next three years in addition to the random compliance checks. 
 
Wilkins pleaded guilty to the single animal cruelty charge she was facing for her horse, 
a chestnut mare named Dolly. She also received a 365-day sentence, suspended for 



two years of good behavior. 
She is also required to pay more than $3,000 in restitution to the NHSPCA.  
 
Wilkins is permitted to keep her three dogs, which are subject to random checks by the 
SPCA. In addition, she is permitted to have one cat, one cow, and up to three pigs. She 
may not have a horse without official approval from animal control and the NHSPCA. 
 
The case came to light after a neighbor reported the condition of the animals on the 
Chestnut Hill Road property to police. 
 
Dolly died of colic in October, while the other animals were and are undergoing 
rehabilitation with the NHSPCA. 


