Malnourished horses rescued by N.H. SPCA

Group seeks donations to house animals
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STRATHAM — The New Hampshire Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals said it rescued four
horses last week in Derry because the owners could not afford to provide them nutrition, veterinary care
or farrier services. One of them, a 5-year-old paint pony, had given birth, prompting a call from the animal
control officer when the mother was too emaciated to feed her newborn colt, the SPCA said.

Steve Sprowl, investigator and field services manager for the SPCA, took the call Oct. 23 and used the
SPCA's horse trailer to pick up the mother and baby. The colt was rushed to New England Equine
Medical Center in Dover. Staff there worked through the night to save the newborn colt, but it died the
next day, the SPCA said. The mother was brought to the SPCA's barn in Stratham to be fed and
comforted.

On Friday, Oct. 25, the SPCA staff said it returned to the Derry home to pick up an additional three
equines that were in varying degrees of malnutrition and muscle waste. All four horses are being
evaluated by an equine veterinarian. The three rescued were an 11-year-old gelding, who is underweight
with clear signs of muscle waste, a 2-year-old mini-stallion and a 15-year-old Roan gelding.

All of the horses were voluntarily surrendered, the SPCA said, because the owners realized they were
past the point of being able to care for them. The horses are now the property of the agency, which must
take on all expenses associated with their care. The SPCA said it is hopeful the horses will be adoptable
after a period of rehabilitation.

The SPCA seeks financial contributions to its SOS Fund to help pay for the veterinary care and
rehabilitation, which may span many months. Donations can be directed to the care of abused and
neglected animals such as these four horses. Contributions can be made to the SOS Fund via
www.nhspca.org, by mail to New Hampshire SPCA, P.O. Box 196, Stratham, NH 03885, or by phone at
772-2921, ext. 106.
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