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The Governors’ Commission on the Humane Treatment of Animals 
 

Meeting Minutes 
16 February, 2012 

 
1) The regular meeting of the Governor’s Commission on the Humane Treatment of Animals was called to order 

at 1:09 PM in the Attorney General’s Conference Room by Acting Chairperson Dr. Jeri Zezula. 
 

2) Members Present: Bob Haefner, State Representative;  Joyce Arivella, Dog Breeders Association;  ;  Jerilee 
Zezula, Public Member;  George Cook, Sled Dog Owners Association;  Susan Morrell, Attorney General’s Office; 
Christopher Conely, NH Sherriff’s Association; Michael Hughes, public; Debra Simson, NH Cat Fanciers; Joanne 
Bourbeau, National Humane Organizations;  Chief Andrew Shagoury, Police Chiefs Association; Mark 
Ellingwood, NH Fish and Game; Steve Sprowl, NH Federation of Humane Organizations 

 
3) Members Absent: Dr. Steve Crawford, State Veterinarian; Richard Wentzell, public; Barry Hilton, ACO 

representative; Roni McCall, Public Member; Patricia Morris, Chairperson, public member, Member NH Bar 
Association; Wendy Munroe, Animal Health Technicians Association 

 
4) Guest: Duncan Finley, attending on behalf of Senator Merrill. 

 
5) Review of December, 2011 Minutes: Motion made and carried to accept minutes as written. 

 
6) Update on 2010 Protocol and Pamphlets: 

a) According to Attorney Morrell, the Protocol is being reviewed by the Asst. Attorney General Mrs. Rice. She 
is about half way through. Once she is done she will send it on to the Attorney General for a signature. 
 

b) As we looked at the pamphlets, Mark Ellingwood mentioned that the wording of the heading to the last 
section- dealing with cruelty concerns- may be a little harsh. He suggested, “Possible Symptoms of Animal 
Abuse/Neglect.” After some discussion it was determined that the wording would be changed to reflect 
these concerns.  
 

c) When submitting resources for these pamphlets, try to avoid overly commercialized sites and/or ones that 
reference each other. Please send along the ones you find to Secretary and he will forward to Dr. Zezula. 
 
  

7) Legislation Update: 
a) HB 1231-Repeals the prohibition of sale, gift or display of certain young birds and rabbits. 

i) This bill in particular, repeals RSA 437:15, where it describes prohibiting the sale of individual chicks or 
bunnies for holiday ornaments. 
a) RSA 437:15: “Chicks, ducklings, goslings, and rabbits younger than 4 weeks of age shall not be sold or 

offered for sale; raffled; or offered or given as a prize, premium, or advertising device, in quantity of less 
than 12 birds or animals to an individual person.” 

ii) Rep Haefner mentioned the reasoning behind the bill was “why restrict business when people only 
want one chick, not twelve”, as specified in 437:15.  

b) Our assignment: As individuals, if we have and/or our group has an opinion about any of these bills, we are 
to write down and send it to the Secretary. They will be compiled and sent on to the Governors’ Office per 
request.   
i) Rep. Haefner asked why the Gov. Office should get our feedback and not the committee hearing the 

bills.  
ii) Dr. Zezula answered by saying that we as individuals are not precluded from corresponding with the 

committees it simply is not in our charter to come up with consensus opinions on pending legislation. 
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iii) Another reason may be that most of the bills we reviewed may have been decided on already – Joyce 
Arivella 

c) HB1498- Relative to repeal of dog licensing requirement. For all intents and purposes this bill is “dead in 
the water.”  

d) HJR 22-Relative to supporting the use of aversive agents in certain engine coolants and antifreeze to render 
them unpalatable. Not clear what may happen to it. The antifreeze industry does not support it due to 
liability concerns.  

e) SB 370-FN-Dog Breeder Bill. The original bill is dead in water. The amendment was not that easy to 
interpret, so we are asking Dr. Crawford to help us clarify things at the next meeting. 
 

8) Responsible Pet Ownership Policy –  Dr. Jeri Zezula 
a)  Presenting to the Commission two concepts from the AVMA (American Veterinary Medical Association) 

that may be good additions to our website. 
b) AVMA Mission Statement: The mission of the Association is to improve animal and human health and advance 

the veterinary medical profession. 
c) Objective of AVMA: The objective of the Association shall be to advance the science and art of veterinary 

medicine, including its relationship to public health, biological science, and agriculture. 
d) This organization looks at animal issues nationwide and comes up with policy statements. 

i) One of these statements is called, “Guidelines for Responsible Pet Ownership.” 
ii) The Commission emphasizes education with respect to animals. With that in mind, this policy 

statement may be a good addition to the references for our Protocol and for our website. Jeri 
mentioned also that this should be turned into one of the public brochures we have been working on. 

iii) A motion was made and passed that this “Guideline” will be put on website with an endorsement 
paragraph added we recommend this “Guideline”, and which also gives the AVMA credit for it. 
 

9) New Business:  
a) Joyce A.  reminded us that if we testify at any hearings for pending bills to be sure it is made clear that you 

are not there on behalf of the Commission. You are testifying as a private citizen. 
b) Sheriff Conley is working to get animal welfare groups and law enforcement to work more closely together. 

The stumbling blocks are standardization and how does the law enforcement get visibility on it. He would 
like to see SPCA take a more active role in enforcement, because it has a full time investigator and is a well 
respected institution.. In NH it may work where “subject matter experts” work together to handle cases. 
With all this in mind, Sheriff Conley will come up with a course of action in coordination with other county 
sheriffs. Much of this came about from the need to deal with large complex animal cruelty cases that 
become public, and where a large amount of public resources are consumed. There is not a lot of 
standardization for dealing with these cases between different jurisdictions. So in coordination with the 
Chief’s Assoc., the Sheriff’s Assoc. and the SPCA, a good course of action should be created. (50-1:03) 

c) Dr. Jeri Zezula talked about our list of membership vacancies, and put out the call for suggestions for 
nominees. We have four vacancies: NH Wildlife Association, American Boarding Kennel Assoc. ( aka. Pet 
Care Services Assoc.), Animal Shelter Boards, and Municipal Animal Shelters. 
 

10)  Moved to Adjourn at 2:18 PM.  Next meeting is on 15 March -  location TBA 
 
 
Minutes Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Michael Hughes 
Secretary 
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