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“Route 12, the only highway between North Walpole and Charlestown, is too narrow, without
shoulders and adequate guardrails. The highway's location, squeezed between the Connecticut River
and the active New England Central rail line, and the roadway’s aging infrastructure present
serious and unique safety concerns. The instability of the bank of the Connecticut River is a serious
and immediate safety and environmental concern that threatens the roadway itself and the regional
economy. Poor pavement condition and lack of sufficient roadway drainage cause hazardous and
unsafe driving conditions. The combination of these factors hinders the ability of vehicles, cyclists,
and pedestrians to safely and efficiently travel the corridor, and detracts from residents' ability to

access the river and enjoy the scenic beauty of the Connecticut River Valley”.



