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Project Commitments 
 

A. Transportation/Traffic 

The proposed improvements to NH 125, including access management 
measures, will be incorporated in the project’s final design as described 
in Sections 2.2.4, 3.3 and 3.4. 

B. Wetlands 

The final mitigation package as described in Section 4.3.4.2 will involve 
three components: 
 

 The already acquired 5.9-hectare (14.7-acre) Sullivan Properties 
(three parcels) in Kingston.  Wetland creation, habitat restoration, 
and stormwater mitigation will occur on approximately 1.2 hectares 
(3 acres), with the remaining +/- 4.7 hectares (12 acres) providing a 
conservation buffer to Bayberry Pond. 

 
 Acquisition of a conservation easement on a portion of either the 

parcel identified as Map R-5/Lot 1C), totaling approximately 16.2 
hectares (40 acres) that borders the northwest shoreline of Bayberry 
Pond in Kingston or a portion of the parcel identified as Map R-2, 
Lot 11, totaling 12.1 hectares (30 acres) that borders the southwest 
corner of the pond.  Either parcel will provide additional protection 
to the pond and its adjacent wetlands. 

 
 Acquisition of a conservation easement on the entire parcel 

identified as Map 6/Lot 15, totaling approximately 17.7 hectares 
(43.8 acres), in the Kelly Brook watershed in northwest Plaistow.  
This acreage will add to a block of approximately 202 hectares (500 
acres) of existing conservation lands in this area.  

C. Surface Water Resources 

Mitigation for potential surface water impacts will include the 
incorporation of detention basins and grassed swales for treating 
highway runoff prior to its being discharged into open water bodies. 

D. Groundwater Resources 

Highway runoff will be directed to grassed swales and appropriately 
sized detention basins located along the highway and affected secondary 
roads to provide for the treatment of runoff.  Consistent with the 
Recommended Best Management Practices for Groundwater Protection 
Associated with New and Improved Roadway Construction (NHDES 1995), 
highway runoff will be directed to grassed swales and diverted out of 
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the one Source Water Protection Area to the extent practical.  Other 
BMPs will also be evaluated during final design to determine their 
efficacy for further reduction of runoff contaminants.  NHDOT will 
continue to implement its Well Replacement Policy on a case-by-case 
basis when a water quality problem is identified as having been caused 
by highway maintenance activities. 
 
NHDOT will coordinate with Town emergency response officials 
concerning protocols which should be followed if a hazardous waste 
spill occurs along NH 125.  No such plan is currently in place.  NHDOT 
will continue to investigate opportunities to reduce its use of road salt 
for deicing purposes as technology in snow and ice control continues to 
advance. 

E. Floodplains 

The existing culvert at Kelly Brook (a 72 inch RCP constructed in the 
1950’s) will be replaced with an 8 foot x 8 foot prefabricated concrete box 
culvert that will reduce existing backwater conditions at this location.  
Additional minimization of encroachment into the 100-year floodplain 
and floodway will be attempted if practicable during final design.  
 
Loss of floodwater storage will be compensated for primarily at the 
proposed wetland restoration site in Kingston.  In addition, preservation 
of 12-16 hectares (30-40 acres) of wetlands and uplands adjacent to 
Bayberry Pond in Kingston and an equal amount of land in the 
watershed of Kelly Brook in Plaistow will permanently protect these 
areas from development and any consequent effects on flood flows and 
storage. 
 
As required by FEMA, a Letter of Map Revision will also be prepared to 
reflect the reduced floodplain in the Kelly Brook area. 

F. Wildlife 

The final design of the new culvert at Kelly Brook will include a “wildlife 
shelf” to allow passage of wildlife under NH 125 so as to ensure the 
connectivity of the riparian travel corridor along the brook. 

G. Air Quality 

Mitigation measures for controlling fugitive dust emissions during 
construction will include wetting and stabilization of all work areas, 
cleaning paved roadways, and scheduling construction to minimize the 
amount and duration of exposed earth. 
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H. Noise 

To the extent practicable, construction and the associated noise will be 
restricted to daylight hours. 

I. Visual Resources 

To minimize visual intrusion of various features of the Proposed Action, 
landscape treatments for the medians and screening measures will be 
considered in the project’s final design 

J. Archaeological/Historical Resources 

More intensive field sampling will be accomplished in the 
archaeologically sensitive areas that will be disturbed by the project.  
These studies will identify the significance, location and extent of any 
archaeological resources.  An archaeologist will monitor all work within 
8 meters (25 feet) of Happy Hollow Cemetery as delineated by the 
existing stonewall.  If human remains or grave-associated artifacts are 
found during construction, the NHSHPO will be immediately notified 
and the appropriate course of action determined.  Work will 
immediately cease until the appropriate treatment and recordation of the 
graves and their immediate setting are approved by the State 
Archaeologist. 
 
For the two eligible historic properties (Tozier House, #PLI0038, and 
Morey/Stegmaier House, #PLI0034) affected by strip right-of-way 
takings, the property owners will be consulted as to the type and size of 
trees that will be planted to replace existing vegetation screens.  
Additional minimization of slope impacts will also be explored. 

K. Socio-Economic Resources 

The acquisition of 7 residential properties will result in the displacement 
of households occupying those dwellings.  A survey was conducted by 
the NHDOT of available replacement housing which found that an 
adequate number of functionally similar, decent, safe and sanitary 
residential dwellings for sale/rent/lease as well as sufficient residential 
land for sale was available in the project area and surrounding towns to 
accommodate any and all displacements.  The available housing in the 
area appears to be sufficient and within the financial means of 
displacees.  Last resort housing will be made available if the need 
presents itself, in accordance with Chapter 10 of the NHDOT, Right-of-
Way Relocation Policy and Procedures Manual.  Furthermore, any 
individuals with disabilities or elderly relocates will be specifically 
identified prior to the acquisition stage and their special needs addressed 
accordingly. 
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The 2 businesses that are displaced due to project implementation will be 
eligible for relocation benefits in addition to the fair market value for the 
acquired property, which will include Relocation Advisory Assistance 
services.  The Conceptual Relocation Plan will determine the number of 
sites available for relocation of these businesses. 

L. Hazardous Materials 

Prior to right-of-way acquisition, on-site interviews will need to be 
conducted with property owners whose properties are listed as having 
USTs or for which there is no documentation substantiating their 
removal.  In addition PSI (Preliminary Site Investigations) may be 
necessary to determine the extent of involvement with LUST sites.  The 
objective of these PSIs would be to determine the current status of the 
historical contamination and its location relative to the acquisition. 

M. Construction 

To mitigate potential sedimentation impacts during construction, a well-
defined drainage and erosion control program incorporating latest BMPs 
will be implemented.  Construction schedules will require that areas 
stripped of vegetation be limited in size and either surfaced or vegetated 
as quickly as possible after initial exposure. Temporary erosion checks 
during the construction period will be installed in appropriate locations.  
With proper diversions of flow, installation of silt retention basins, and 
construction carefully scheduled to limit soil exposure, erosion during 
construction should be minimized. Streamside areas cleared of 
vegetation will be revegetated as quickly as possible. 
 
A Traffic Control Plan will be instituted to reduce short-term impacts 
associated with increased truck traffic on secondary roads, problems 
with access to businesses or homes during construction, and to minimize 
construction zone delays. 
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