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On November 17th, 2007 approximately 25 people gathered at the New Boston 
Town Hall for a Placemaking Workshop facilitated by Southern New Hampshire 
Planning Commission (SNHPC) and the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation (NHDOT). The intent was for New Boston residents to evaluate 
how well the roadway corridors leading to the Town Center perform and to 
identify opportunities that exist along those corridors. The ideas generated will 
help define the context of the area and guide the development of options to 
improve the transportation system in New Boston. 
 
After a presentation by Tim White of the SNHPC and Bill Oldenburg of NHDOT, 
participants went outside to conduct a Place Audit exercise around four locations, 
shown below. The Place Audit form is shown on the following two pages. 
 
Participants were asked to evaluate how the places currently performed in terms 
of Access & Linkages, Uses & Activities, Comfort & Image and Sociability. They 
interviewed people who they encountered in the area and then came up with 
opportunities for improvements in the short and long term. Finally each group 
was tasked to write a problem statement for their site. 
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Location 1: Intersection of High Street/Mont Vernon Road/Clark Hill Road and 
Old Coach Road 

 
 
Evaluation 
 

Access & Linkages 1.6 
Comfort & Image  2.1 
Uses & Activities  3.2 
Sociability   2.5 
 
Average   2.0 

 
Opportunities  
 
What do you like best about this place as a whole? 

Monument, flowers, houses, barns, shops, view into Village, trees & bank 
 
What few things could be done now at low cost to improve this place? 

- No Entry sign at bank exit 
- Clean brush at foot of Old Coach Road 
- Place flowers around New Boston sign 
- Stop sign or other traffic calming measure at bottom of High Street 
- Police enforcement of speed & noise on 13 approaching town 
- Mirror 

 
What changes would you make in the long term? 

- Move utility poles at foot of Old Coach Road 
- Change Old Coach Road away from through traffic (realignment) 
- Sidewalks & crosswalks connecting Clark Hill & Old Coach Road  
- More attractive vintage lighting 
- Fix dip at bottom of Old Coach 
- Switch sidewalk inside green strip at bank and make small park at bridge 
- Bike shoulders 

 
What local partnerships could be used to help implement these changes? 

- Bank & other businesses 
- Historical Society 
- Garden Club 
- Road Committee 

 
 
Problem Statement 
The design is no longer viable for the increased volume, range of users and 
modes of transportation.  In an attempt to support vehicular traffic we’ve 
compromised rural character, the environment, sociability and aesthetics  
(viewscapes, lighting, green space) and have increased noise, speed, asphalt 
and danger.  
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Location 2: River Road in and Around the Bridge over the Piscatuog River 
 
 
Evaluation 
 

Access & Linkages 1.2 
Comfort & Image  2.5 
Uses & Activities  3.0 
Sociability   4.0 
 
Average   2.7 

 
Opportunities  
 
What do you like best about this place as a whole? 

- Small town community atmosphere and the river 
 
What few things could be done now at low cost to improve this place? 

- Crosswalks (2) one at each end of bridge under street lights 
- Landscape 
- ADA compliant 
- Signs-parking 

 
What changes would you make in the long term? 

- Road design/includes new bridge, traffic light, parking 
 
What local partnerships could be used to help implement these changes? 

- Local businesses 
 
Interviews 
- Crosswalk to bank from library  
- Crosswalk to bank from Dodge’s Store 
- Bridge sidewalk ok, not in winter though, not handicap accessible 
- Visitor from California had a hard time finding parking 
- Resident – confusing traffic pattern 
- Totes Jewelry – paint the lines in spring not in fall 
 
 
Problem Statement 
There is a limited or constrained access to safe and contiguous facilities for 
vehicular, pedestrians and cyclists connectivity.  There is limited access to public 
parking for recreation and business resources. 
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Location 3: Intersection Area of River Road and Meetinghouse Hill Road 
 

 
Evaluation 
 

Access & Linkages 1.6 
Comfort & Image  3.8 
Uses & Activities  2.8 
Sociability   4.0 
 
Average   3.1 

 
Opportunities  
 
What do you like best about this place as a whole? 

- Appearance, sociability 
 
What few things could be done now at low cost to improve this place? 

- Benches, trash receptacles 
 
What changes would you make in the long term? 

- Crosswalks, intersections, signage 
 
What local partnerships could be used to help implement these changes? 

- Community 
- School partnerships 
- Local professionals 
 

Interviews 
 

- Atmosphere (comfortable) 
- Driving/walking – difficult to maneuver 
- Need signage to let people know they’re entering a thickly settled village 

 
 

 
Problem Statement 
New Boston Village is compact with multiple destinations, used, and through 
travel.  There is a lack of pathway definition of all movement. 
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Location 4: Area of Meetinghouse Hill Road and Mill Street intersection 
 
 
Evaluation 
 

Access & Linkages 1.2 
Comfort & Image  1.3 
Uses & Activities  2.2 
Sociability   3.8 
 
Average   2.1 

 
Opportunities  
 
What do you like best about this place as a whole? 

- Town services 
- Historical interest 
- Quintessential town 
- Firemen’s breakfast 
- Mill Street (walkable) 

 
What few things could be done now at low cost to improve this place? 

- Crosswalk near firehouse 
- Control speed on Meeting House Road 
- Sidewalks past/present/future 
- Signage 
- Info “kiosk” 
- Restrooms 
- Improve town hall park 

- Greener 
- One way east 
- Move handicap parking space 

 
What changes would you make in the long term? 

- Firehouse change 
- move? 
- Re-use? 
- Timeframe? 

-  Meetinghouse Road 
- relocate 10-30’ south 

 
What local partnerships could be used to help implement these changes? 

- Local businesses 
- Civic Groups 
- New Boston Road Committee 
- Garden 
- Grange 
- Artist in-put 
- Children 
- Livable Walkable Group 
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Interviews 
 
6 people interviewed – Asked what the speed limit is and their thoughts on road. 
 

- What is speed limit? 
- 6 did not know 20-35 

- Easy to drive? 
- Confusing 
- Too fast 

Firehouse 
- Depend on staff for safety 
- No sign for breakfast 
- Speed 

 
 
Problem Statement 
This area lacks available info about community activities, historical features, and 
recreational opportunities.  The area is not esthetically pleasing.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians compete for available space in area of high speed and visibility. 
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