
N E W  H A M P S H I R E  

D E P A R T M E N T  OF T R A N S P O R T A  T I O N  

US. ROUTE 3 



NEW H.WPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

U. S. ROUTE 3 

DEPARTMENT POLICY 

TOWNS OF BEDFORD AND MERRIMACK 

C o n t e n t s  

- 

L o c a t i o n  Map ( F i g u r e  1 )  ...................... Page  1 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  .................................. Page  2 

P o l i c y  S t a t e m e n t  .............................. P a g e  3 

P o l i c y  P h a s e  G r a p h i c s  ( F i g u r e  2 )  ............. P a g e  4 

Recommendations ............................... P a g e  5 

Oc tober  1988 

. .. - . ... 



LOCATION MAP 

U.S. ROUTE 3 



From: Wal lace  E .  S t i c k n e y  
Commissioner 

October  1988 

S u b j e c t :  U .  S .  R o u ~ e  3 
Merrimack-Bedf ord  
P o l i c y  S ta tement  

To : A l l  Concerned P a r t i e s  

INTRODUCTION 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  Deparrmen: h a s  found  i c s e l f  c o n t i n u a l l y  
con f ron ted  w i t h  d a t a  demanding a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r a p i d l y  
growing need  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e f i c i e n c i e s  a l o n g  
many major a r t e r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  U. S. Route 3 s o u t h  of Route  
lo!. These needs  have been b rough t  t o  ouz  a t t e n t i o n  by o u r  
everyday  working  knowledge of t h e  r o u t e  (ma in t enance ,  t r a f f i c ,  
s a f e t y ,  p u b l i c  o u t c r y ,  e t c . )  and by t h e  r a p i d  growth ,  i n -  
c r ea sed  t r a f f i c  volumes,  a c c e l e r a t e d  b u s i n e s s  development  and 
p o p u l a t i o n  growth .  

There is r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  growth  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
and t h e r e f o r e ,  i n c r e a s e d  p r e s s u r e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  d e f i c i e n c i e s  of t h e  r o u t e  i s  i n a d v e r r a b l e .  The need  t o  
supp ly  and p r o t e c t  a n  adequa te  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c c r r i d o r  t o  
s e r v e  t h e  l a n d  improvements t h a t  have  been  made, and w i l l  be 
made, w h i l e  minimiz ing  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  b r i n g s  a b o u t  a  
s t r o n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  among the  i n t e r e s t s  concerned  w i t h  e a c h  of 
t h e s e  a r e a s .  

The p r o b l e m  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  U. S. Route  3 a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t hose  i n  o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  
t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  pushed t o  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  by a c c e l e r a t i n g  
growth. 

A s  we a r e  a l l  aware ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  makes i t  
ex t r eme ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  adopt  a  s y s t e m  approach  t o  t h e  U. S.  
Route 3 n e e d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i e w  of o t h e r  s i m i l a r  needs  
i n  many s e c t i o n s  of t h e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
demands f o r  r e l i e f  w i l l  mount a s  t r a f f i c  s e r v i c e  d e c l i n e s  
if no p r o g r e s s  toward m i t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  t y p e  of problem i s  
a c c o m p l i n h ~ d ,  Fijrthermcre, t he  10 y p = t  p l l n  s tares e x p l i c i t l y  
t h a t  i t  ". .. a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be e x t e n s i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f rom t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  t o  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  where 

11 growth i s  d e s i r e d  ...", and ,  ... c r e a t i v e  u se  must be made of 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  fund ing . "  With a l l  o f  t h i s  i n  mind, I have  
adopted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  p h a s e  p r o c e s s  f o r  work on U- S -  
Route 3. 
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POL I C Y  STATEXENT 

Phase 1 - Maintenance and O p e r a r i o n  Improvement - T h i s  
i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  r e p a v i n g  and r e s t r i p i n g  p rog ram 
t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  normal c y c l i c  manner.  
Cork i n  t h i s  phase  w i l l  be done t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  
i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  roadway and can  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  o n l y  a  no rma l  maintenance p r o c e d u r e .  

Phase 2 - I n t e r i m  Improvements  - The Department w i l l  r e q u e s t  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a  s p o t  widening  program ( b y  ma in t enance  
f o r c e s ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y )  t o  c l o s e  s h o r t  g a p s  be tween  
e x i s t i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  U. S. Route 3 widened by 
d e v e l o p e r s  o r  o t h e r s  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Th i s  would a l l o w  a  two ( 2 )  s t e p  enhancement  o f  
s a f e t y  and c a p a c i t y  f o r  U. S.  Route 3. The  f i r s t  
s t e p  p r o v i d e s  w i d e r  t h r o u g h  l a n e s ,  a  c e n t 2 r  l a n e  
f o r  t u r n s ,  and s h o u l d e r s  f o r  b i c y c l e  l a n e s .  
When enough s h o u l d e r  g a p s  have been c l o s e d ,  s o  a s  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  l e n g t h  of roadway t h a t  can  be  s a f e t y  
r e s t r i p e d ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  be a  l a n e  u s e  r e v i s i o n  
t o  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  l a n e s .  - 

Phase  3 - U l t i m a t e  Improvenen t  - The Department w i l l ,  a s  S t a t e  and 
F e d e r a l  funds  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  recommend a  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
program t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  optimum c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  The 
maximum p r a c t i c a l  number of l a n e s  f o r  R o u t e  US 3 
a p p e a r s  t o  be two ( 2 )  t h rough  l a n e s  i n  e a c h  d i r e c t i o n  
s e p a r a t e d  by a  r a i s e d  median ( o r  b a r r i e r ) ,  w i t h  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  l e f t  t u r n  l a n e s  a t  major  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  
Jug  h a n d l e  t u rn -a rounds  o r  o t h e r  methods w i l l  be 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a f f i c  t o  
change d i r e c r i o n  of t r a v e l .  A one-hundred (100)  f o o t  
r ight-of-way w i t h  a  n i n e t y  ( 9 0 )  f o o t  a l t e r n a t e  f o r  
s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  a r e a s  i s  r e q u i r e d .  
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U . S .  R O U T E  3 MODIFICATION P O L I C Y  
TOWNS OF 9EDFOR3 8 MERR IMACK t 

I 1 50 ' -  6 6 '  EXISTING R . O . W .  I 
TYPE OF MlDIFlCATiON: 

PHASE I - EXISTING 
24' EXIST. PAV'T &a BASIC 

rnIL4L 2 0 ,  C ~ R E T E  , I I I N  PLACES1 I 

LANE 
USE 

PHASE / I  - lNTL?lM I ! 4 ,  ! I 
a 

2 4 '  fX15T.  PAV'T 
I 

TYPICAL - 
I T '  1W.) ( 20' CONCRETE 1 17' INOM.) 
WIDENING I [ I N  PLACES) I WIDENING 

1 I 

1 s n m . 1  
BIKZ PAM \ ,B IKE PAM 

I I 
LANE 
ua 

TYPICAL 

REQUIRES 
PERIMIC DlRECTlW 
REMERQ.11 OACW7l-LNITIf.Y 

I g l d R I /  / I BIKE PAM 

1 

l l lh 
WALLACE E. STICKNEY. C O W I S f l O N E R  L,.... 

USE 
Dcr &3 SHLOR./ 

DATE 1 
I UTIL. BIKE PAM B I K E  PATH 

STR l P STR 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
DC:'ARTMEM OF TRAWPORTAT I ON I 

N o f e :  The D e p f .  r e s e r v e s  the rlghl l o  require more reslriclive d e s i g n  c r i t e r i a  lhan s h o w n  above. 
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I t  should  be k e p t  i n  mind t h a t ,  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  
accompl ish  t h e  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  desc r ibed  i n  Phase 
3 ,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e r e  t o  be a  h i g h  
b lend of c o o p e r a t i o n  between the  N.H.D.O.T., 
l o c a l  e l e c t e d  and a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and 
d e v e l o p e r s .  I n  many c a s e s ,  where l a r g e  s c a l e  
developments a r e  proposed ,  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  a s  
p a r t  of t he  driveway p e r m i t  p r o c e s s ,  w i l l  be  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Phase 3 
c r o s s  s e c t i o n ,  o r ,  a s  a  minimum, c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of  Phase 2 and r e s e r v i n g  t h e  right-of-way t o  
accompl ish  t h e  f u t u r e  c o n s t r u c c i o n .  

P l ann ing  boards  may w i s h  t o  examine t h e i r  Z ~ n i n g  
Ordinances  w i t h  a  view toward r e s t r i c t i n g  any  
permanent improvement which i s  l e s s  t han  twen ty  (20 )  
f e e t  of t h e  e x i s t i z g  U .  S .  Route 3  r ight-of-way.  
An a c t i o n  such  a s  t h i s  would i n s u r e  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  Phase 3 c r o s s  s e c t i o n  when monies 
bec3me a v a i l a b l e .  

No d e f i n i t e  t ime s c h e d u l e  can  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  p o l i c y  due t o  f u c d i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  and t h e  un- 
c e r t a i n t y  a s  t o  when p r i v a t e  development w i l l  be  
proposed  and d r i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d .  The 
p o l i c y  i s  i n t e n d e d  o n l y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i r e c t l o n  
i n  which t h e  Department p l a n s  t o  deve lop  U. S. 
Route 3  a s  a  v i a b l e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  s o  
t h a t  p e r m i t t e e s  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  be aware  
of t he  a c t i o n s  which must be t aken  t o  p r e s e r v e  
t h t s  r o u t e  t o  b e n e f i t  a l l  concerned .  T h i s  p o l i c y  
w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i inmediately.  

Commissioner 
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