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Now therr
Il ussian Prime
E Minister
I I uadimir
Putin shot a gray
whale off Russia's
eastern coast last
week - with a
crossbow. Putin had
joined a scientific
expedition research-
ing the species; his
special arrow gath-
ered a skin sample.
That same day,
President Barack
Obama bought
shrimp at Nancy's
Restaurant on
Martha's Vineyard.
We ask you: Which
is cooler?

This isn't the first
time Putin has gone
out of his way to
convince Russians -
and the world -
that he is as ultra-
macho as leaders
come. Earlier this month,
he co-piloted a frrefighting
plane and extinguished two
of the blazes that have
plagued Bussia's forests.

In July he was pho-
tographed riding a three-
wheeled Harley-Davidson.
You know, one of those
well-oiled, quintessentially
American machines. Putin,
resplendent in black jeans,
black shirt, suaglasses,
biker gloves and Brando
swagger, called Harleys
"tricked out pieces of iron"
and sj'rnbols of freedom.

In 2008, he is said to
have frred a tranquilizer
dart into an escaped tiger,
ternporarily downing the
animal and saving a Rus-
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Getting there
Last year, in one of this newspaper's periodic

reports on the availability of public transportation
in the region, we noted that some people who want
to visit a recreational area, or go shopping or keep
a medical appointment often find themselves de-
pendent upon the kindness of others. 0r plumb out
of luck. Two years earlier a study by the Monad-
nock United Way, community leaders and human

A new public
transportation
initiative gets
under way.

services agencies cited
transportation as one of
the area's most significant
public needs.

Since then, some
progress has been made,
but significant challenges

remain, as chronicled by Sentinel reporter Dave
Eisenstadter in an extensive review published Aug.
21. A chart accompanying that story noted that
while public transportation can be found from
Langdon to New Ipswich and points in between, the
patchwork nature of those services greatly limits
their usefulness.

Despite decades of good will and community con-
cern - and despite the many charts, graphs and
editorials in this newspaper - there is no central
source of information that pebple can consult to find
what transportation opportunities ore available. So
the region's two coordinating councils have now put
together a directory of options that will be used on
a trial basis by the Keene and Peterborough hos-
pitals to help patients get to their appointments.
Later the directory may be available to everyone to
bring clarity to the regional jumble, while helping
highlight the remaining needs.



From time to time, especially when gas prices
spike, far-sighted people dream about how nice it
would be to build a robust transportation system in
southwestern New Hampshire, in which buses pa-
trolled the streets hour by hour, taking people to
and from work and stores during the dqy, and to , -
and from restaurants, cinemas and theaters in the
evening. Such a system could lessen air pollution,
reduce petroleum consumption, breathe new social
life into the region, break the confinement of people
who have no personal transportation, and diminish
trafiic congestion and the need for expensivg road
repairs and construction.

Of course, there is a place where such dreams
have been realized. It s called Europe. There, gov-
ernments keep gasoline prices high and run the
buses and trains. But cultures differ. Around here,
al1 indications are that the family car will continue
to ruie for some time to come.

In this rural part of our small-government state,
'most 

public transportation is provided by nonprof-
its. The govemment role is iimited to tax exemp-
tions and an occasional grant. Private enterprise
makes voluntary contributions. But the nonprofit
sector takes the lead, as it olten must as govern-
ment resources are strained.

This coming November, advocacy gtoups from
around the state - including the two regional com-
missions from this area - will be meeting with
legislators and others in Concord as part of a long-
standing effort to bring an acceptable level of public
transportation to New Hampshire. And, while local
and regional nonprofits wiil provide spirit and
wherewithal, a state role will also be critical, for
the state must help tie New Hampshire commu-
nities together. After all, transportation is not just

about travel; it's also about neighborhoods, workers,
employers and human services.

The goal this fall, as always, will be to help peo-
ple reduce their reliance on friends, neighbors and
a confusing patchwork of da1'time sewices, and help
car-centric New Hampshire cease being a place
where you can't get there ilom here.
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Some me
By ELAYNE CLIFT

as America i4one
mad? Are we, as
one TV cornmenta-

tor put it, "lleakin' crazY?"
Whai in the world is goinp
on in out collective nation-
al psyche?

How much can we ob-
sess, for example, over the
building of a community
center that happens to
have an Isla*ic prayer ;
room or two rn rr oecause
of its proximitl to ground
zero? Once and for all, car
we put to rest the idea
thai all Muslims are bad
people, and that it iras
ihei ard noi al-Qaida iha.
attacked us on 9 11? I

Here are the facts: The-\
building in question is a \
community &nter..not a a6
mosque. It wril mclude a '

cooking school. a basket-
ball court. and other kindL-
of learnine settings. iust f I
any.comm-utlitt center t
mlsht. ]t IS Derng Ioslereq
by"an imam aad-hrs wife J -
Igng known for their.par-f
trcrpatlon ln. ano oeolca-t .,/
tion to, interfaith coopeta,'
tion in lower \Ianhattan.
Their work is endorsed b1
the rabbis, priests. and
other clergy people in the
neighborhood rrith rvhom
they have long l orked.

Further, Park 51 as itt
now klown, is a good four
to five blocks from the sih
ofthe actual ground zero, 6
memorial. It has near it $ , 1
Paul's and St. Peter's I
churches and a slnagogu,
so the idea ofplaces ofwq
shrp are noi unKnown ln
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Then theie is the matierl 9N

In the land of free speech, there .tJ
wo interesting - but
disparate - events
this month highlight

the complexity and confu-
sion surrounding the simple
notion of freeilom of speech.
Courts have upheld broad
sDectrums of actions as {iee
speech - including lying
about one's military service
in a ruling this week. But,
many are quick to forget
that while they are free to

lessinger - known as Dr.
Laura - said recently that
she had to quit her radio
show to get her First
Amendment rights back,
she is confused.

Advertisers and radio
stations are telling her to
tone down her rhetoric be-
cause of the financial con-
sequences they face. Sta-
tions don't want to lose ad-
vertising and advertisers

tired of threats from adv
tisers and stations becau
of what she said.

This is an issue of ecc
nomics, not free speech.
She is free to say what s
wants as long as she -
and her employers - ar
willing to bear the conse
quences.

The latest controversl
came after Dr. Laura ust
the N-word with a black




