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January 25, 2016 
 
Mr. William Watson, Administrator 
NH Department of Transportation 
7 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 483 
Concord, NH  03302 
 
RE: 2015 – 2018 TIP Amendment #2 
 
Dear Mr. Watson: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the Nashua Regional Planning Commission (NRPC) has 
considered the proposed adjustments listed in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
Amendment #2 and voted to amend the NRPC 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  For 
consistency with the Amended TIP, NRPC has also amended the project list and fiscal constraint analysis in 
its Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted on December 14, 2015.  The Amended TIP remains 
consistent with the applicable project prioritization and section process as articulated in both documents. 
 
As of July 20, 2013, all of New Hampshire is unclassifiable/attainment for the 2008 8-Hour Ozone National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard (the 2008 ozone standard) and as of April 6, 2015, the 1997 8-Hour Ozone 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (the 1997 ozone standard) is revoked for all purposes, including 
transportation conformity, in the Boston-Manchester-Portsmouth (SE) NH area.  NRPC, in consultation with 
the NH DOT, NH Department of Environmental Services (NH DES), US Environmental Protection Agency (US 
EPA), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and the other NH 
MPOs, has confirmed that the proposed changes made by STIP Amendment #2 trigger a new conformity 
determination of the City of Nashua Carbon Monoxide Maintenance Area.  The Nashua MPO has 
determined that STIP Amendment #2 conforms. 
 
Consistent with the Nashua MPO Public Involvement Procedures, and Federal and State regulations, NRPC 
placed a legal notice in the Nashua Telegraph and on the NRPC website.  Public comments were accepted 
through January 8, 2016.  The City of Nashua, NH DOT, and NRPC MPO submitted public comments, which 
are documented in the Amendment and summarized as follows: 

Comments from Sarah Marchant, City of Nashua Community Development Director 

Project ID Public Comment 

NASHUA (14815) 
NTS CNG Bus Purchase 

This project should be removed from the S/TIP; bus purchase 
included in Nashua-5 Fleet Replacement project 

NASHUA-1a (40786) 
Operating  Assistance, 
Preventative  Maintenance & 
ADA Operations 

Funding should reflect NTS budget projection numbers (provided 
in spreadsheet attached to public comment email) for Non-
Operating Assistance projects (80/20 split) and should not 
include Operating Assistance (50/50 split) 

NASHUA-1 (6080) 
Planning Assistance 

Add project to Amendment: 
This project should be included in NASHUA-1A, which 
consolidates Non-Operating Assistance projects with 80/20 
funding 

http://www.nashuarpc.org/


TR/kmb 
 

Comments from Sarah Marchant, City of Nashua Community Development Director 

Project ID Public Comment 

NASHUA-2 (6090) 
Operating Assistance 

Operating Assistance is funded 50/50 and therefore, this project 
should not be included in consolidated project NASHUA-1a. 
Funding should reflect NTS budget projection numbers (provided 
in spreadsheet attached to public comment). 

NASHUA-5 (6099) 
Fleet Replacement 

Funding should include FTA 5310 and FTA 5339 funding as shown 
on attached spreadsheet. Also, CNG fleet being purchased is 
eligible for federal match of 85%, so split should be 85/7.5/7.5. 

NASHUA-6 (3797) 
Capital Equip This project should be removed from the S/TIP 

NASHUA (16314) 
East Hollis St 

Can we change “Roundabout” to Traffic Improvements?   Also, 
we are looking to enlarge the scope of the study area for this 
project as recently discussed with Hudson and Mr. Grandmaison 
from DOT. The study area would need to include the entryway 
into Hudson on the east, and all the way back to Armory/Temple 
on the west, with the inclusion of Crown St for the future rail 
station. 

NASHUA (10136A & 10136B) 
NH 101A Widening 

Nashua 10136A and B – the timeframes between ROW and 
construction seem very long, and we would support them being 
shorter however we are in support of the project. 

Comment from NRPC MPO 

Milford (14492) 
Improvements in the Oval Area 

Add project to Amendment: 
Add FY2016 PE phase to expedite project delivery 

Comment from NHDOT 

Roxbury –Sullivan (10439) 
Not an NRPC MPO Project 

Project removed from Amendment 2 resulting in updated fiscal 
constraint analysis 

 
The summarized public comments were incorporated into the amendment and reposted on the NRPC 
website in advance of the Public Hearing held January 20, 2016.  The Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
voted to approve the proposed changes in STIP Amendment #2 with the funding changes proposed through 
public comments received by the City of Nashua and the MPO incorporated, recognizing that Amendment 2 
conforms to the specified emission budget in the State Implementation Plan and that the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation has maintained fiscal constraint of the STIP. 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding the proposed amendment I can be reached at 
timr@nashuarpc.org or 424-2240 x 28. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Tim Roache, Executive Director 
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