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Localities representing a wide variety 
of New Hampshire cities and towns 
are moving ahead with efforts to 
encourage safe walking and bicycle 
riding to school. 
 
Approximately 35 schools located in 
16 cities and towns are named in 
applications for federal 
reimbursement funding under the 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
program. The communities represent 
all regions of the state, from Gorham 
to Nashua and Portsmouth to 
Lebanon. 
 
The total requested in applications 
filed with the N.H. Department of 
Transportation (NHDOT) and the 
Regional Planning Commissions 
(RPCs) tops $926,000. 
 
Applications have been reviewed 
and scored by the RPCs. A 
Statewide Advisory Committee is 
currently evaluating the 
proposals. Applicants are 
scheduled to make brief 
presentations to the committee at 
NHDOT headquarters on Hazen 
Drive in Concord on Tuesday, Nov. 
13 beginning at 3:30 p.m. An awards 

announcement is scheduled for 
Monday, Dec. 3.  
 
The review will ensure that any 
proposals that are approved meet 
published funding criteria available 
on the SRTS Web site (address 
below) as well as federal 
requirements. 
 

Using the “5Es” 
 
In general, communities seeking 
funding in the first round have 
formed planning task forces. They 
have followed a planning concept 
known as the “5E:” evaluation, 
education, encouragement, 
enforcement and engineering. 
 
Some localities hope to prepare 
detailed plans for safe travel, 
incorporating school commuting 
routes in designs for more walkable 
and bikeable communities. Many are 
already sponsoring walk-to-school 
days and planning bicycle safety 
training. Others are seeking 
reimbursement funding for sidewalk 
construction and repairs. 
 
In Nashua, for example, two schools 
are seeking funding for developing 
comprehensive travel plans. Two 
other Nashua schools are ready to 
move ahead with infrastructure 
projects, including intersection 
improvements and bike racks. 
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Sidewalks 
 
Local leaders in Andover, Concord, 
Gorham and Hopkinton want to 
encourage more walking and cycling 
by constructing on-campus 
sidewalks to separate walking and 
cycling students from motorists and 
school buses. 
 
Applications from Troy and 
Farmington seek reimbursement for 
repairing and filling gaps in existing 
sidewalk networks. Officials in New 
Ipswich and Rye want to build new 
sidewalks along busy roads linking 
schools to town centers. 
 
Communities without extensive 
sidewalk networks are looking at off-
road trail systems. These include 
Andover, where the Northern Rail 
Trail is adjacent to the combined 
elementary and middle school. In 
Weare, a mountain bike coalition 
wants to identify and map tails 
through the woods as potential 
routes to school. 
 
A citywide task force in Portsmouth 
has filed an application covering four 
public and one parochial school. The 
Seacoast city’s plans include 
improvements to a pathway and 
crosswalks as well as new bike 
racks. 
 
In addition to school and municipal 
applications, NHDOT has received 
an application from a not-for-profit 
organization that is working with four 
communities. Another organization 
wants to provide bicycle education 
throughout the state. 

 
On the non-infrastructure side, 
communities are planning events 
that include preliminary surveys, in-
depth bicycle and pedestrian safety 
training, escort programs, and school 
zone traffic enforcement. 
 
As of Oct. 1, 2007, $3.9 million is 
available for New Hampshire 
projects. After the program is 
evaluated and revised based on the 
experiences in this first round, 
NHDOT expects to announce 
another request for proposals. 
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Getting Started 
 
NHDOT continues to invite 
communities that are not yet 
participating to consider SRTS 
programs. John Corrigan, the 
state’s SRTS coordinator, will travel 
to cities and towns to meet with local 
leaders to explain the program, 
answer any questions and 
encourage a discussion of ways to 
get more kids walking and bicycling. 
 
The preliminary meeting with the 
coordinator and the formation of a 
SRTS planning task force are the 
best ways for communities to get 
started and to compete for future 
funding. 
 
Visit the SRTS Web site for detailed 
information on safe walking and 
bicycling to school, related health 
and fitness issues, news and 
photographs from communities that 
are already engaged in SRTS 
projects, sources of inexpensive 
bicycle helmets, and links to 
relevant state and national 



organizations and resources. If 
you would like to see your event 
featured on the site, please contact 
the coordinator. 
 

Feel free to help spread the word 
about SRTS by forwarding this e-
mail. It you would like to be added to 
removed from the distribution list, 
send your request to the SRTS 
coordinator. 

 

John W. Corrigan  
Safe Routes to School Coordinator  
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance  
N.H. Department of Transportation  
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483  
Concord, NH 03302-0483  

(603) 271-1980  
jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 

SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/planning/SRTS_home.htm  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


